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Abstract: Religion has been and continues to be a major motivation for travel. Many religions make 
the visitation of sacred sites a mandatory act for all followers who are healthy and can afford it. 
However, more recent research suggests that motivation for religious tourism is multifaceted and 
multilayered. Not all visitors to religious sites are “pious travelers”. Many secular tourists visit these 
sites for completely non-religious purposes such as for historical, cultural or architectural motives. It 
is then important to understand what motivates tourists to visit religious sites and how can their 
expectations be met by the local authorities and tourism managers. This study was conducted in the 
Turkish province of Mardin, an area blessed with a great number of religious and cultural sites 
belonging to both Islam and Christianity. We found that, in Mardin, religious sites are visited for their 
historical and cultural value rather than for their sacred and spiritual value. Many tourists are actually 
attracted to Mardin by the multi-religious and multi-cultural character of the province. 
 
Rezumat: Religia a fost şi continuă să fie o componentă majoră pentru călătoriile cu caracter turistic. 
Numeroasele religii fac din vizitarea siturilor sfinte un act obligatoriu pentru toţi cei care doresc şi îşi 
permit astfel de practici turistice. Literatura contemporană de specialitate ilustrează faptul că 
motivaţiile turismului religios sunt diferite şi prezintă o mare diversificare. Nu toţi cei care practică 
turismul religios sunt călători evlavioşi. Mulţi dintre turişti practică această formă de călătorie din 
motive nereligioase aceasta fiind determinată de raţiuni istorice, culturale sau referitoare la stilurile şi 
tipurile arhitecturale. În general este foarte important să înţelegem care sunt motivaţiile turiştilor 
pentru vizitarea siturilor religioase şi cum sunt împlinite aşteptările acestora în contact cu autorităţile 
locale şi managerii din domeniul turistic. Această lucrare a fost realizată pentru una din provinciile 
Turciei şi anume Mardin, un areal binecuvântat de un potenţial turistic religios deosebit de bogat care 
aparţine atât religiei islamice, cât şi celei creştine. Pe baza prezentei cercetări am descoperit că în 
această provincie siturile religioase sunt vizitate mai degrabă pentru marea lor valoare istorică şi 
culturală şi mai puţin pentru valoarea spirituală a sa. Mulţi turişti sunt atraşi de provincia Mardin 
tocmai de caracterul multi-cultural şi multi-religios al acestei provincii turceşti.  
    
Keywords: Middle East, pilgrimage, religion, religious tourism, tourism motivation. 
Cuvinte cheie: Estul Mijlociu, pelegrinaj, religie, turism religios, motivaţie turistică. 
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1. INTRODUCTION: RELIGION AND PILGRIMAGE 

 
Religion has for long been a strong motivating factor for people to travel (Wall 

and Mathieson, 2006). Some sources argue that people traveled to sacred sites even 30,000 
years ago (Blackwell, 2007). While we know very little about those pilgrims there is plenty 
of information available about contemporary pilgrimages. Many religions make the 
visitation of sacred sites a mandatory act for all followers who are healthy and can afford it. 
For example, in Islam, pilgrimage to Mecca is mandatory for all able-bodied Muslims who 
can afford to do it at least once during their lifetime. This pilgrimage, known as Hajj is one 
of the Five Pillars of Islam. The pilgrimage pre-dates the time of Prophet Mohammed and 
Islam going back four thousand years to the time of Abraham (Ibrahim). Some pilgrims 
also travel to Medina, the second holiest city in Islam where they visit the Mosque of the 
Prophet which contains Mohammed’s tomb. Between one and two million foreign pilgrims 
arrive in Saudi Arabia each year for the Hajj. Other holy sites for Islam are the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque in Jerusalem (Israel) and Mount Sinai in Egypt. The Shia Muslims also regard 
Najaf and Karbala in Iraq as sacred with some important sites for pilgrimage situated also 
in Damascus (Syria), Baghdad (Iraq), Mashhad and Qom (Iran). However, all countries 
with significant Muslim population possess shrines of local interest. 

The followers of the Baha’i faith are to make pilgrimage to the House of 
Baha’u’lah in Baghdad and the House of Bab in Shiraz (Iran). Since these two centers are 
not accessible to the majority of the Baha’i, currently they are making a nine-day 
pilgrimage to the Baha’i World Center in Haifa and to other sites in Israel instead. For the 
Buddhists, several sites connected to the life of Gautama Buddha in India and in Nepal are 
the main places of pilgrimage. Other pilgrimage sites are in Cambodia, China (Tibet), 
Myanmar, Thailand and other countries with significant Buddhist population. Hindus also 
have their sacred rivers, lakes, cities or mountains associated with events from the lives of 
various gods. These are visited by millions of pilgrims each year. Most of these centers 
have a local or regional importance but a few holy cities are attracting pilgrims from the 
entire India and beyond and could be credited among the largest gatherings of humans in 
the entire world. Among these it is worth mentioning Allahabad, Haridwar-Rishikesh, 
Varanasi and Ayodya. 

The main focus of the Jewish pilgrimage is Jerusalem. Only one wall has remained 
of the original Temple (known today as the Wailing Wall) and this has been the most 
sacred site for Jews. Pilgrims visit here from all over the world. There are also secondary 
pilgrimage sites not only in Israel but also in other countries (Ukraine, Egypt, Bulgaria, 
etc). In Christianity pilgrimages are not mandatory but they have been practiced for almost 
2000 years. Initially Christian pilgrims were known to travel to places in the Middle East 
connected to the birth, life, crucifixion or resurrection of Jesus Christ. The first documented 
such travels date back to the 4th Century. Other pilgrimages were made to sites that were 
considered sacred to Christianity, such as those associated with apostles, saints or Christian 
martyrs or places where apparitions of Virgin Mary have been reported. Some of the major 
pilgrimage sites for the Christian world are in Rome, Lourdes (France), Medjugorje 
(Bosnia-Herzegovina), Fatima (Portugal), Santiago de Compostella (Spain), Czestochowa 
(Poland) as well as several sites in Israel.  
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      1. 1. Defining religious tourism and pilgrimage 
Religious tourism is far from being a simple concept. A simple quest for religion 

and travel on a search engine would reveal that there are several terms used in the literature 
to define travel to religious sites: pilgrimage, religious tourism or faith tourism. In a few 
studies these terms are used very loosely and often interchangeably. Other studies however 
make it a major point to differentiate between them.  A substantial body of literature has 
been published attempting to define and compare religious tourism and pilgrimage 
(Graburn, 1977; Turner and Turner, 1978, Cohen, 1992, Smith, 1992; Shinde, 2007). 

Pilgrimage is a travel that involves a religious experience (Griffin, 2007) or, as 
Ambrosio (2007, p. 78) puts it: “The pilgrimage concept based on spirituality is essentially 
defined as an encounter between Man and God.” Also, religious space, the object of gaze 
for the pilgrims refers not only to a confined space used for religious rites and rituals (such 
as a church, mosque, temple, shrine, etc.) but also to the open geographical space through 
which pilgrims travel or which is loaded with historical-religious significance (Raj and 
Morpeth, 2007). Therefore, in a pilgrimage it is not only the final destination that  matters 
but also the way that is leading there (one example here is El Camino de Santiago, a 
pathway of about 700 km in Spain walked every year by the pilgrims – see Gonzalez and 
Medina, 2003). One way of distinguishing between pilgrims and religious tourists is by 
looking at their behavior and their motivation. A pilgrim’s travel is characterized by 
austerity and ritual (Blackwell, 2007). On the other hand, Pusztai (2004, p. 19) has argued 
that “religious tourism is a form of travel where religious and tourist motivations coexist, it 
is organized by specialized agencies and it usually collects and brings strangers on a 
pilgrimage route.” Unlike the pilgrim, the religious tourist could be motivated by broader 
cultural reasons rather than just religion.  

Since religion is understood as part of the culture, many scholars see religious 
tourism as part of the broader cultural tourism (Rinschede, 1992). Besides visiting sites 
with religious significance, religious tourism could also include: attending religious 
conferences, cultural-religious events, exhibitions of cultic objects, and concerts of sacred 
music (Vorzsak and Gut, 2009). However, Tomasi (2002, p. 21) has also argued that “The 
distinction between pilgrimage driven by faith and tourism for cultural and recreational 
purposes no longer holds because contemporary pilgrimages involve such huge numbers of 
people that they can only be organized in the same manner as mass tourism.” Also many 
pilgrimage “venues”, such as Lourdes have been secularized through commercialization 
and commoditization.  

Also, pilgrimage and religious tourism overlap because many people travel for 
both religious and recreational reasons (Shinde, 2007; Raj, 2008). Shinde (2007), for 
example, has shown that, in the case of India, pilgrimage and religious tourism are inter-
twinned. This means that at one site you can find an entire range of tourists, from the 
deeply religious ones who visit the place for its sacred significance and are seeking spiritual 
fulfillment to the other end of the continuum represented by secular tourists who are 
visiting the area for multitude of reasons (cultural and knowledge-based among them) but 
who also seek to fulfill some personal or spiritual needs by visiting the site (Sharpley and 
Sundaram, 2005; Collins-Kreiner, 2010). Besides motivation, behavior is considered 
another factor for distinguishing between pilgrims and religious tourists. According to 
Pusztai (2004: 20; also in Vorzsak and Gut, 2009, and in Josan, 2009), religious tourists 
may be considered a combination between pilgrims and tourists. They resemble the 
pilgrims because they usually take a spiritual leader on the journey and sing hymns and 
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pray. However, unlike the pilgrims they prefer a comfortable journey and good quality 
accommodation and reject physical penitence or asceticism. Through these characteristics 
they are closer to tourists. However, “modern” pilgrimages are generally different from 
pilgrimages in the past because the pilgrims today also prefer to use modern means of 
transportation and stay in hotels (Vorzsak and Gut, 2009). Nolan and Nolan (1992, p. 69) 
then concluded that: “Regardless of their motivations, all visitors to these (religious) 
attractions require some level of services, ranging from providing for the most basic human 
needs to full commercial development that rivals the most secular resort” (the same idea 
also in Gupta, 1999). 

We could then assert that the boundary between pilgrimage and religious tourism 
is blurred. Therefore, we tend to agree with Turner and Turner (1978, p.20) that a “tourist is 
half a pilgrim if a pilgrim is half a tourist” and for this reason we consider all visits to 
religious sites as religious tourism regardless of their primary motivation. In conclusion, 
religious tourism is a complex activity that includes all travel motivated partly or wholly by 
religion and/or where the destination is a religious or sacred site (Blackwell, 2007, p. 37; 
Rinschede, 1992).  
 

2. RELIGION AND THE MOTIVATION 
FOR RELIGIOUS TOURISM 

 
Although the importance of religion in the western world has diminished 

considerably and the number of atheists and agnostics has multiplied, the number of tourists 
visiting religious sites has increased continuously (Griffin 2007). How could we explain 
this paradox? The main reason for this could be that, in an increasingly uncertain life, 
people start searching for a meaning (Richards and Fernandes, 2007). Moreover, not all 
visitors to a religious site are “pious travelers”. Many secular tourists visit religious sites for 
spiritual reasons. Some visit for completely non-religious purposes, such as for historical, 
cultural or architectural motives (Griffin, 2007; Sharpley and Sundaram, 2005). Often times 
these secular tourists are even uninformed about the religious meaning of that site (Nolan 
and Nolan, 1992).  

As a matter of fact, the number of tourists traveling solely for religious reasons is 
relatively low (Griffin, 2007; Richards and Fernandes, 2007). This is true even for pilgrims 
whose primary motivation is religion. Raj (2008) has pointed out that pilgrimage 
destinations have been transformed from sacred to secular use. Also, while religion is the 
most important motivation for pilgrims there might arise some secondary outcomes either 
during the travel or at the destination (Swatos, 2006; Vukonic, 1998). For example, the 
primary motivation for pilgrims going to Rome is to visit the St. Peter’s cathedral and other 
such religious objectives and perform the religious rituals; however, once in Rome they 
may also choose to visit non-religious objectives and even go for shopping (Swatos, 2006). 

According to Santos (2002) the proportion of pilgrims that visit a religious site for 
religious motivation is about 50 percent while another 20 percent may have a mixed 
“religious-cultural” motivation. Also many cultural tourists include religious monuments 
among the objectives they visit. However, their interest in those monuments is cultural, 
historical or architectural/artistic rather than religious (Richards and Fernandes, 2007). For 
example, in the case of Italian sites, 93 percent of religious tourists report also cultural 
interests (Petrillo, 2003). 
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Attitudes and behavior of religious tourists at the site may differ based on their 
religious affiliation and religiosity. A study by Poria, Butler and Airey (2003) conducted at 
the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem found different visitation patterns for Christian and Jewish 
tourists. Jewish tourists were more likely than Christians to consider the visit as a “heritage 
experience”. Also the more religious participants were more inclined to consider the site as 
part of their heritage than those who were moderately religious or not religious at all. 
Christian pilgrims in Israel represent about 25% of all tourists to this country (Collins-
Kreiner and Kliot, 2000). A questionnaire distributed to several groups of Christian 
pilgrims in Israel revealed that most of these visitors (72%) were interested in visiting also 
other sites besides the Christian holy sites. Generally these pilgrims wanted to visit other 
religious sites that belong to other religions but 43% were also interested in cultural 
objectives and 35% in shopping (Collins-Kreiner and Kliot, 2000). It is clear then that 
religious tourism (which in our definition includes pilgrimage) “is embedded within a 
complex of heritage tourism and mass tourism activities” (Rotherham, 2007, p. 65). 
 

3. RESEARCH QUESTIONS 
 

 From the difficulty to define religious tourism it should be evident that the 
motivation for religious tourism is multifaceted and multilayered (Blackwell, 2007). It is 
important that we understand what motivates tourists to visit religious sites and how can 
their expectations be met by the local authorities and tourism managers. The study will 
attempt to answer two major questions: 1) Why is Mardin an important place for religious 
tourism? And, 2) what is the primary motivation of tourists to visit religious sites in 
Mardin? 
 

4. METHOLODOGY 
 

In order to answer our research questions we employ several methods: 
A. Interviews with hotel managers as well as with officials of Mardin’s Tourism 

Bureau. We had in-depth interviews with managers of seven hotels in the city of Mardin. 
The selected hotels are among the most important in this city, are situated near the religious 
sites and were presumed to be receiving many religious tourists. Each interview lasted 
between 15 minutes and 45 minutes and discussed many issues related to religious tourism 
in the city. We also talked with the president of Mardin’s Tourism Bureau about the 
number of tourists that visited Mardin, the measures taken by the local authorities to 
promote tourism in the area and about the benefits to the local area brought by tourism and 
religious tourism. 

B. A questionnaire was designed to interview tourists around the major religious 
sites in Mardin City. The questionnaire was available in two languages (Turkish and 
English) and was administered by one of the authors between 17 and 29 January 2011. We 
asked tourists about their reasons to visit Mardin, the places visited in Mardin, and about 
the importance of religion in their lives. The questionnaire also collected tourists’ personal 
data such as age, country or province they came from, education, income, etc. In total, a 
number of 19 questionnaires were administered. The low number of responses could be 
explained by the timing of the fieldwork, January being off the main tourist season. 
Moreover the weather was also colder than usual which may have kept many potential 
tourists from traveling.  The low number of responses constitutes a serious limitation to our 
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findings as many correlations that we initially intended to make are not possible anymore. 
However, the results from the questionnaire could still be used to reinforce the findings 
from the interviews which were our main query instrument. Of the total number of tourists 
that we surveyed 47% were men and 53% were women. Also most of our respondents were 
very young: more than 84% of survey respondents were between the ages of 26-45 and a 
little over 15% were between the ages of 46-65. The tourists that we surveyed were well 
educated, 79% of them being university graduates and five percent holding a Masters or a 
Doctoral degree. The remaining 16% were high school graduates. About a third (31%) of 
the surveyed religious tourists is working in the education sector, 21% are self employed, 
and 16% have included themselves in the management category.  The remaining one- third 
of the respondents is distributed almost equally between health care workers, farmers and 
unemployed. Approximately 74% of our participants were from different provinces of 
Turkey and the rest were international tourists coming from South Korea, Germany and 
Argentina. 

C. Some of the information that we use in this study was derived from participant 
observation. One of us spent two weeks in Mardin during which time she visited these 
religious sites several times and had many informal discussions with local people. We 
examined the location and characteristics of tourism infrastructure (lodging, restaurants, 
transportation means) as well as how tourism was promoted. Our researcher also watched 
tourists and locals inside and outside the religious tourism sites. This method is known in 
the literature as the ethnographic method. 
  D. Finally we have used a plethora of secondary sources such as academic articles, 
newspaper articles, websites, books and tourist brochures. These sources informed us about 
the history and geography of Mardin, the main tourist and religious attractions in the city 
and provided us with similar case studies in other parts of the world. 

 
 

5. THE IMPORTANCE OF RELIGION FOR TOURISM IN MARDIN 
 
Mardin (figure 1) is a 7000-year-old city  that  has  hosted  many  different 

civilizations. It has also been a city of many religions and languages. A Turkish official 
labeled Mardin as the “capital of religions and languages”, a reflection of the numerous 
languages spoken in the province and of the co-habitation of people of different religious 
denomination. For this reason, the province is blessed with a great number of religious and 
cultural sites. Between 1160 and 1932 the city was the seat of the Syriac Orthodox 
Patriarchate of Antioch. Today the Patriarch lives in Damasc. 

Syria but the existence of many churches and monasteries in the province of 
Mardin speak about a great Christian past. Starting with the 12th century the area was ruled 
by Muslims, Artukid Turks initially, succeeded by the Mongols, Akkoyunlu Turks and 
finally in the 16th Century the territory was conquered by the Ottoman Turks. They have 
built numerous religious structures (mosques, medreses, tombs, etc) creating an original 
Turkish-Islamic civilization.  

Deyrulzaffaran Monastery (Mor Hananyo in Syriac) is one of the oldest active 
monasteries in the world built in the fourth century on the site of a 4500 year old pagan 
temple dedicated to the worship of the sun.  This explains the existence of 365 rooms in the 
monastery symbolizing the solar calendar based on 365 days, the time the Earth needs to 
revolve around the sun. The liturgies here are performed in the Aramaic language which is 
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the language of the early Christians during the time of Jesus Christ. The monastery is 
situated about five kilometers from Mardin city and has been one of the most important 
centers of the Syriac Orthodox Church. It also has one of Christianity’s oldest shrines and 
holds a very valuable historic New Testament. Although the monastery is no longer the seat 
of the Patriarch, it still contains the graves of 52 past patriarchs and metropolitans of the 
church and the patriarchal throne. The bishop is now in charge of the monastery helped by a 
monk and several lay assistants.  
 

 
Figure 1: The Province of Mardin in Southeastern Turkey 

 
However, the oldest functioning Syriac monastery in the world is Saint Gabriel 

Monastery (or Mor Gabriel in Syriac; also known as Deyrulumur) situated near Midyat, in 
the province of Mardin. Founded in the fourth century, the monastery has since remained 
active providing schooling and ordination for native-born monks. Today a number of 
monks and nuns live here (in separate wings of the building) as well as several lay workers 
and occasional guests. The head of the monastery is the metropolitan bishop of Tur Abdin 
who also resides here. Two other important Christian religious sites can be found in 
Midyat, the churches of Mor Dimet and Mor Shmuni. 

The Church of the Forty Martyrs (Kırklar Kilisesi in Turkish) is the only active 
church in the town of Mardin, serving the approximately one hundred Christians still left in 
town. It dates back to the 6th Century and holds the manuscripts of the Syriac Christian 
Patriarchate. Another town in the Mardin Province with significant Christian vestiges is 
Nusaybin (the ancient Nisibis) situated at the border with Syria. Nisibis was a major center 
for the early Christians. The town has had a bishop since the year 300. Saint Jacob who was 
born in the town was one of the bishops for over twenty years. He is buried in the Saint 
Jacob Church. The School of Nisibis, where students studied philosophy, theology and 
medicine was also founded during this period by the Syriac Church of the East. Although 
most of the Christians have left the town, Nusaybin has remained a major center for the 
Chaldean Catholic Church. There are many other churches and monasteries in the province 
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but most are closed and many are in ruin. There also many great Islamic religious sites to 
visit in the province. Many of these were erected before the Ottoman conquest, especially 
during the Artukid period. Ulu Camii (Grand Mosque), built in the 12th Century is a great 
example of the Artukid architecture. It is the oldest mosque in Mardin and perhaps the most 
visited. Other mosques built in the same period are: Koçhisar Mosque (12th Century), 
Şehidiye Mosque (13th Century), Melik Mahmud Mosque (14th Century), and Abdullatif 
Mosque (14th Century). Several medresse (religious schools) also date back to this period, 
such as Şehidiye Medresse (13th Century) and Zinciriye Medresse (built in the 14th Century 
by Prince Melik Mecdeddin Isa). Another famous medresse, Kasimiye Medresse, was built 
by Sultan Kasım in the 15th Century during the Akkoyunlu period. In Nusaybin, very close 
to the Saint Jacob Church there is a historic mosque dedicated to Zeynel Abidin, a direct 
descendent of prophet Mohammed. The tombs of Zeynel Abidin and his sister are in the 
mosque. 

In general, religious tourists visit religious sites belonging to their own religion. In 
Mardin, however, many tourists are attracted by the multi-religious character of the city and 
province. As our informants told us, they enjoy listening to the muezzin’s call for prayer 
and to the bell sound of the churches at the same time. It is exactly this peaceful co-
habitation of the two major religions that makes Mardin interesting for tourists (same 
findings in Anonymous, 2005). 

According to information received from the governor's office and hotel owners, 
while most tourists may be coming to Mardin to visit religious sites, many of them are in 
fact interested in the cultural and historical value of those objectives rather than in their 
sacred or spiritual value. Most do not come to perform specific religious rites and rituals. 
Few churches are open during weekdays and only the  most important monasteries such 
Deyrulzafaran Monastery and Deyrulumur Monastery still perform religious rituals. 
Monasteries are situated outside the main towns in the province and tourists can visit them 
only for short times and only with a guide.  

They cannot stay at the monastery as only the priests, the monks, the nuns and a 
few of those working there are allowed to stay. The majority of our respondents (69%) 
were Muslim and 16% were Christian. The rest were of another religion, were atheist or 
declared no religion. For most of the people we surveyed religion was either very important 
(42%) or somewhat important (37%) and only 21% stated that religion played a minor role 
or no role in their lives. Almost all (94%) of our participants visited religious sites of their 
religion and of other religion during their stay in Mardin. 

The results of our survey support the finding that the primary motivation for most 
tourists visiting religious sites in Mardin is not actually religion. Only 42% of the tourists 
we surveyed visited religious sites for their religious importance while 42% visited the sites 
because they were famous sites. Less than 16% visited these religious sites with the 
intention of praying. For most, visiting the sites was rather seen as an opportunity to learn 
about architecture and arts (42%) or about the history of the place (31%).  

Only 17% viewed their visit as an opportunity to educate themselves in religious 
matters. None of the tourists we questioned considered a visit to a religious site in Mardin a 
good opportunity to pray or to meditate on spiritual matters. We also asked our participants 
to agree or disagree with a series of statements regarding their feelings upon visiting the 
particular religious sites where they were interviewed. Only 26% of the participants to our 
survey declared that they had a great religious experience while 74% stated that they had a 
great cultural experience (table 1). 
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Table 1: Concluding statements summarizing the experience of our respondents 
after their visit to the religious site. 

 Statement Percent agree 
1. I had a great cultural experience 74 
2. I had an interesting experience 58 
3. This experience made me feel that I belong to this site, that this site is 

part of my heritage 
47 

4. I had a spiritual experience 42 
5. The experience was emotional for me 37 
6. I had a great educational experience 37 
7. I had a great religious experience 26 

Source: Proceseed data 

 
6. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
Mardin has a great potential for the development of religious tourism. In the 

city, there are 14 churches and the Patriarchate (with many more churches and monasteries 
in the rest of the province) and more than 33 mosques and medreses. However, very little of 
this potential is exploited today. There are 664 sites in the province of interest for tourists; 
of these 62 are religious sites (Provincial Tourism Directorate, 2011). Due to the serious 
decline of the Christian population after World War I, most churches and monasteries are 
closed today and cannot be visited. Some are in very bad shape and need renovating. 
Similarly, only the  largest   and  the historically  more important  mosques  are 
visited by tourists. All others are used only by the local people for daily worship. The 
conclusion from here is that the attractiveness of the province for religious tourism could 
increase with the renovation and inclusion of some of these religious sites into the touristic 
circuit. The next important conclusion from this study is that, although the majority of 
visitors to the religious sites in Mardin would label themselves as “religious”, the main 
purpose of their visit is cultural rather than religious. They visit these sites mainly because 
these structures, built during different historical periods and by different civilizations, feed 
their interest in the multi-cultural and multi-religious character of the province and allow 
them to reconnect with the rich history of the place.  

This is a very important finding of our study that should be considered by any 
future tourism marketing campaign. Already, the local government in Mardin has 
established a “Culture and Faith Park Complex” in Nusaybin uniting the historic monastery 
of Saint Jacob with the Zeynel Abidin Mosque complex (Ziflioğlu, 2011). Before opening 
for tourism, the 1700 year-old monastery will be completely excavated and restored. There 
are also seven buildings between the two religious structures which will be demolished in 
the future. The joining of two religious structures belonging to different religions in a faith 
park museum is as much opportunistic (as the two religious complexes happened to be 
situated very close to each other) as it is symbolic. This approach is meant to strengthen the 
dialog between cultures or, as governor of Mardin, Hasan Duruer, has declared in an 
interview, “the Culture and Faith Park aims to emphasize the beauty of brotherhood and 
living next to one-another” (Ziflioğlu, 2011). Another monastery, Mor Evgin, situated close 
by, will also be restored in the near future and will enhance the tourism potential of the 
town. 
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Finally, previous studies have informed us that tourists who visit religious sites 
with a primary motivation other than religion are more likely to visit also other (non-
religious) tourism sites and even involve in other activities such as shopping. From here 
results that the diversification of the tourism offer including offering more shopping and 
entertainment possibilities, would be necessary to attract and retain more tourism revenue 
in the area.   
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Abstract: As a medieval settlement, but with a longer history than this layer of time, the Municipality 
of Lugoj disposes by an important cultural heritage less known at the national and European level. 
Known for a long time in the past as the cultural capital city of the Romanian Banat, during the 
communist and  post-socialist periods this settlement loses this status with real valences more than the 
metaphoric mean. The old communist regime through its particular way of development fades and 
ignores the cultural potential of the town, this political attitude being against of the cultural 
affirmation of the town on the local, regional and national level. In a globalized world, marked by 
neoliberal trends of development, in connection with the promotion of the international values, the 
(re)construction of the local identity represents a prior condition for  sustainable development of the 
town. On the other hand between the local cultural potential, the contemporary trends of development 
and the urban dynamics can be create a close connection that could offer new opportunities for further 
evolutions of the town. With an important cultural heritage and as an old model of inter- and 
multiculturality, the municipality of Lugoj could evolve in the future as a settlement with a cultural 
function beside the other ones outlined in time grounded by particular  political, economic, social and 
cultural frames developed in this geographical space from Romania. Which are the cultural values 
that must be known and valorized? How much are they known in the contemporary period? In what 
extent the cultural potential can help to reinforce the local identity? What about the local symbolic 
landscapes? What actions must be adopted for future development in connection with the local 
cultural values from here? How can be recreated the old perceptions? These are some particular 
questions set on this paper thereupon we can try to find optimal solutions regarding the future urban 
regeneration in connection with the local cultural heritage, the geographical identity of the town and 
with the symbolic landscapes of this urban settlement. 
 
Rezumat: Ca aşezare medievală, dar cu o istorie mai mare decât această perioadă, municipiul Lugoj 
dispune de un patrimoniu cultural important mai puţin cunoscut la nivel naţional şi european. Numit 
pentru o lungă perioadă de timp, în trecut, capitala culturală a Banatului românesc, atât în timpul 
comunist şi perioadele de post-socialiste, această aşezare îşi pierde acest statut, cu valenţe reale mai 
mult decât sensul metaforic. Vechiul regim comunist, prin felul său special de dezvoltare  estompează 
şi ignoră potenţialul cultural al oraşului, această atitudine fiind împotriva afirmării culturale a oraşului 
la nivel local, regional şi naţional. Într-o lume globalizată, marcată de tendinţele neoliberale de 
dezvoltare, în legătură cu promovarea valorilor internaţionale, (re)afirmarea identităţii locale, 
reprezintă o condiţie obligatorie pentru dezvoltarea durabilă a oraşului. Pe de altă parte, între 
potenţialul cultural local, tendinţele contemporane de dezvoltare şi dinamica urbană se poate crea o 
legătură strânsă, care ar putea oferi noi oportunităţi pentru evoluţiile ulterioare ale oraşului. Cu un 
patrimoniu cultural important şi ca vechi model de inter-şi multiculturalitate, municipiul Lugoj ar 
putea evolua în viitor ca o aşezare cu  funcţie culturală distinctă alături de celelalte caracteristici 
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funcţionale fundamentate în timp şi justificate de anumite contexte politice, economice, sociale şi 
culturalecare au influenţat structural şi funcţional acest spaţiu geografic din România. Care sunt 
valorile culturale care trebuie să fie cunoscute şi valorificate? Cât de mult sunt ele cunoscute în 
perioada contemporană? În ce măsură potenţialul cultural poate contribui la consolidarea identităţii 
locale? Ce putem afirma despre peisajele locale simbolice? Ce acţiuni trebuie să fie adoptate pentru 
dezvoltarea viitoare, în legătură cu valorile culturale locale de aici? Cum pot fi recreate percepţiile 
vechi? Acestea sunt doar câteva întrebări specifice propuse de noi în acest studiu în vederea încercării  
de a găsi soluţii optime în ceea ce priveşte regenerarea urbană viitore în legătură cu patrimoniul 
cultural local, cu identitatea geografică a oraşului şi cu peisajele simbolice ale acestei aşezări urbane. 
 
Keywords: cultural heritage, identity, urban regeneration, landscape, municipality of Lugoj 
Cuvinte cheie: moştenire culturală, identitate, regenerare urbană, peisaj, municipiul Lugoj.      
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

The municipality of Lugoj has an important cultural heritage and a specific local 
identity provided by the history of this town as well as by its social and economic 
functionality. These features are reflected by the contemporary cultural landscape, 
outstanding concept for current geographical research. The inter- and multiculturality of the 
town, religion, ethnicity, education, the local activities, all these ones have conquered to 
create a unique landscape and an individual model of evolution through the Romanian 
cities and towns. Some features have been preserved in time and today appears as real 
witnesses of the history. Other ones have disappeared taking away with them important 
cultural values of this community. On the other hand, the persistence or the extinction of 
the cultural values has been often command by the political systems succeeded in time in 
this part of Romania. After the Second World War, the communist regime directly 
contributed to the dilution of some relevant cultural features and traits of the town. The new 
post-socialist period, opened after 1990, had to redevelop the old inherited structures and 
values but willful or not, some actions of the local authorities also contributed to the 
abatement of the local cultural values, in terms of cultural and functional structures. The 
new trends should be focused on a real urban regeneration but between loss and gain some 
ignorant attitudes have also leads to the attenuation of the cultural values of the town. Being 
considered in the past the cultural capital of Banat, between memory and current dynamics, 
the municipality of Lugoj has fairy well lost this relevant attribute.  

The cultural function is revealed by many authors. In this regard, Luchescu, 
since1975, considers this urban settlement as ,,an old centre of Romanian culture” (1975, 
p. 5); the same author (2004) points out that during time Lugoj has developed as a cultural 
centre. Analyzing the spirituality of this town Luchescu et al (1993) stated that Lugoj has 
always had an intense spiritual life. Similarly, the town of Lugoj is described as a ,,cultural 
capital of Banat, an active centre within the Romanian spirituality”1  Furthermore, the 
municipality of Lugoj is perceived as ,,a town enriched by history and culture being for a 
long time the spiritual light of Banat” (Sidei, 2009, p. 3). The cultural status of the town is 
also revealed by many authors2 all their consideration leading us to understand both the 

                                                
1 *  *  * (2007), Lugoj – Vârşeţ. Ghid turistic, Editor S. C. Bistra S. R. L, p. 5. 
2 For instance see Barna, Bodo, coord. (2007), Caza, I., (coord.), Murariu, D., Bărbulescu Wallner, Luminiţa 
(2002), Creţan, R. (1999), Creţan, R., Frăţilă, V. (2007), Ghinea, D., (2000), Jucu, I. S. (2004, 2007, 2011), Lay, 
H., (2007), Lăzărescu, V., Luchescu, Gh. (1994), Luchescu, Gh. (1994), Mureşan, S. (2007), Munteanu (2009), 
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cultural heritage of the town as well as its historic values and its local identity. In order to 
maintain the cultural features of the town, after 1990, the local authorities tried to promote 
an urban development taking into account the preservation of the local cultural values. 
Some initiatives have encountered success other ones failed up.  

These realities are justified both by the pathfinder actions of the local actors, in 
terms of the urban management and by the chaotic dimension of the Romanian transition in 
the adjustment processes to the market economy standards. Nowadays, despite of the 
current economic crisis, we assist at the more stabile background concerning the urban 
planning and further urban management, but in the case of the contemporary collective 
mental perceptions the quality of the cultural status of the town is more reduced than in the 
past. In such conditions the future urban strategies of the local development have to be 
focused on the renewal of the local culturally based on the capitalization of the cultural 
heritage and local identity, in terms of the structural and functional perspectives generated 
by the local culture. This paper boards the study of the urban regeneration in close 
connection with all cultural features of the town that generates a particular functional model 
seen as a global component of the municipality of Lugoj. In the light of this assertion, the 
current study is based on particular approaches that could inspire the local actors in their 
actions concerning the further urban development. It does not simply charge only the 
cultural features, in terms of directly or indirectly perceptions on the components of the 
local culture (religion, education, architecture, ethnicity, politics and so on). Moreover, it 
deals with the global way of life of this settlement seen through the lens of the local 
activities governed by the passed cultural systems. Also, the article tries to reveal the 
dynamics of the urban regeneration actions connected to the local economic activities and 
to the territorial disparities, in terms of spatial, structural, functional and physiognomic 
attributes.                         
 

2. PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 
 
The problem of urban regeneration in close connection with the topic of the 

cultural heritage capitalization has become a central theme for the current urban renewal 
actions both for the urban settlements from the developed country as well as for those ones 
from the former communist countries of Europe. In this last category we can remark the 
new trends of redevelopment after a long period that often ignore the cultural values of the 
human communities. It is widely known the reality that the communism strongly altered the 
cultural values within its particular actions to developed the Romanian urban system. The 
post-socialist period that followed tried to correct some made demarches but the outcomes 
are far to be completed in present. The urban development related to the capitalization of 
the cultural heritage as well as to the contemporary urban regeneration requirements seems 
to be a current topic for the present researches. In such circumstances appeared this study. It 
is a part of a larger research focused on the urban restructuring process of the municipality 
of Lugoj that deals with the recent post-socialist urban transformations. The complexity of 
this boarded problems lead us to make a separate approach concerned on the development 
of the town and the urban regeneration. The approached questions sat, were discussed on a 
scientific meeting in Timişoara (2011), while the practical application on terrain that 
                                                                                                                        
Suciu, H. (2009), Rusu, R. (2007), Stratan, I., Muntean, V. (1981), Voiculescu, Sorina (2004) Walnner-
Bărbulescu, Luminiţa (2007)  etc. 
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followed after discussions had the aim to validate the designed hypothesis according to 
which the cultural heritage of the town in terms of spatial, structural, functional and 
physiognomic features have been different capitalized. As outcomes of such actions the 
patterns of the town reveals many disruptions and disparities that must be corrected in the 
future, even if we talk in terms of the scale of short, medium and long time. The present 
study based on the specialized literature tries to produce a real scientific viewpoint as an 
objective tool for the future actions of the local government concerning the urban 
regeneration of the town, in close connection with the capitalization of the local cultural 
heritage.                   

 
3. THEORETICAL INSIGHTS, PRINCIPLES AND METHODOLOGICAL 

FLOW OF THE STUDY 
 

The cultural heritage as a key concept, both in the urban regeneration and tourism 
studies, behaves many definitions often similarly. Generally it comprises relevant 
components, marks and values generated by the layers of times under the stress of some 
particular cultural and politic systems, reflected by the landscape in different form of 
presentation. Definitions are assumed by many scholars including in this context, for 
instance, Cocean (2006), Teodorescu (2009), du Cluseau (1998), relevant for the French 
academic school and Smith (2003), important researcher within Anglo-American academic 
school. But to illustrate the meanings of this concept we have focused our attention on 
some official documents assumed by important international institutions. This boarding is 
to reveal both the legal perspectives as well as the official interpretations at the worldwide 
scale. So, according to Jokilehto (2005, pp.4-5), which makes a relevant selection of the 
most important documents3 focused on the cultural heritage, the concept  

,,may be defined as the entire corpus of material signs - either artistic or symbolic - handed on by the past to 
each culture and, therefore, to the  whole of humankind. As a constituent part of the affirmation and 
enrichment of cultural identities, as a legacy belonging to all humankind, the cultural heritage gives each 
particular place its recognizable features and is the storehouse of human experience. The preservation and the 
presentation of the cultural heritage are therefore a corner-stone of any cultural policy. This is one of the fields 
where UNESCO's action has been particularly appreciated and noted, as regards both its standard-setting 
aspects and the major preservation and safeguarding campaigns. In this way it has helped to gain worldwide 
recognition of the very idea of the heritage, which, at the same time, has been broadened and extended. The 
cultural heritage should be considered both in time and in space. First, it no longer stops at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century but now also embraces the records left behind by the twentieth century. Second, the aim is 
not only to preserve increasingly numerous items of cultural property but also to safeguard complexes which go 
far beyond single large monuments or individual buildings. The idea of the heritage has now been broadened to 
include both the human and the natural environment, both architectural complexes and archaeological sites, 
not only the rural heritage and the countryside but also the urban, technical or industrial heritage, industrial 
design and street furniture. Furthermore, the preservation of the cultural heritage now covers the non-physical 
cultural heritage, which includes the signs and symbols passed on by oral transmission, artistic and literary 
forms of expression, languages, ways of life, myths, beliefs and rituals, value systems and traditional 
knowledge and know-how.”  

Beside the cultural heritage and the local identity the most important concepts used in the 
studies focused on the relation between urban regeneration and culture is represented by the 

                                                
3 Definitions of Cultural Heritage; References to Documents in History, ICCROM Working Group 'Heritage and 
Society' Selected by J. Jokilehto (Originally for ICCROM, 1990), Revised for CIF: 15 January 2005.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                    Ioan Sebastian JUCU •   
 

21

landscape or cultural landscape. In boarding up these important notions is mandatory to 
clarify some key concepts, in order to provide a better understanding of the studies 
concerned on the urban renewal based on the cultural identity and heritage. They are about 
the landscape as a particular concept and certainly about the connected notions and action 
as policy, protection and management. In this regard, Jokilehto (1990, 2005) in its 
selections focused on the current sat topic, points out some important definitions, as they 
appear in the most important documents of the world. So, accordingly to the Council of 
Europe, European Landscape Convention (2000), the concept of landscape ,,means an 
area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action and interaction of 
natural and/or human factors”, the landscape policy ,,means an expression by the 
competent public authorities of general principles, strategies and guidelines that permit the 
taking of specific measures aimed at the protection, management and planning of 
landscapes,” the landscape quality objective ,,means, for a specific landscape, the 
formulation by the competent public authorities of the aspirations of the public with regard 
to the landscape features of their surroundings”, and the landscape protection represents 
,,actions to conserve and maintain the significant or characteristic features of a landscape, 
justified by its heritage value derived from its natural configuration and/or from human 
activity.” According to ICCROM Working Group Heritage and Society (cited by Jokilehto, 
1990, 2005) the landscape management is an ,,action, from a perspective of sustainable 
development, to ensure the regular upkeep of a landscape, so as to guide and harmonise 
changes which are brought about by social, economic and environmental processes”. 
Finally, the same source reveal the action as the landscape planning that represents ,,strong 
forward-looking action to enhance, restore or create landscapes.” In connection with the sat 
concepts the study of the urban regeneration linked by the inherited cultural structures is 
important to note the principles that guide the main recommendations for the analysis, 
conservation and structural restoration of the architectural heritage. These ones are 
(Jokilehto, 1990, 2005): ,,conservation, reinforcement and restoration of architectural 
heritage requires a multi-disciplinary approach; value and authenticity of architectural 
heritage cannot be based on fixed criteria because the respect due to all cultures also 
requires that its physical heritage be considered within the cultural context to which it 
belongs; the value of architectural heritage is not only in its appearance, but also in the 
integrity of all its components as a unique product of the specific building technology of its 
time. In particular the removal of the inner structures maintaining only the façades does 
not fit the conservation criteria; when any change of use or function is proposed, all the 
conservation requirements and safety conditions have to be carefully taken into account; 
restoration of the structure in Architecture Heritage is not an end in itself but a means to 
an end which is the building as a whole; the peculiarity of heritage structures, with their 
complex history, requires the organization of studies and proposals in precise steps that are 
similar to those used in medicine. Anamnesis, diagnosis, therapy and controls, 
corresponding respectively to the searches for significant data and information, 
individuation of the causes of damage and decay, choice of the remedial measures and 
control of the efficiency of the interventions.”  

Regarding the urban identity it  ,,represents the unitary set of characteristics which 
are capable of expressing the same signification for each citizen of a city (Brunet et al., 
1993, p. 267, cited by Stoiculescu, Huzui, 2011, p. 58) that is reflected at a mental level 
through a symbol adopted and developed by each generation. This symbol provides 
cohesion and continuity in the existence of a particular urban community (Dematteis, 1994, 
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according to Neacşu, 2008, p. 136, cited by Stoiculescu, Huzui, 2011, p. 58). Space identity 
doesn’t appear sui-generis, but is collectively constructed by the actors of a certain society, 
and they are able to continuously manifest the tendency to inoculate this message in the 
ordinary language. Spatial identities are not permanent because they undergo a process of 
relating to the urban landmarks and symbols” (Stoiculescu, Huzui, 2011, p. 58). On the 
other hand, regarding identity, Popa (2007, p. 11) states that it is represented by a large 
number of variables, the most important of them being the geographic and historic 
evolution of a space, the cultural and linguistic specific of it, the economic profile defined 
in terms of its peculiarities and the place attachment.   

In addition with this general theoretic background, the  methodological design of 
this approach focused on the urban regeneration of the Lugoj municipality linked by the 
cultural heritage is based on some methods as: the bibliographic research and literature 
review in order to find out both the scientific requirements in boarding such a particular 
topic and, certainly, to find out the real cultural heritage of this chosen town as a particular 
case-study; the research on terrain (observation and participatory observation), in order to 
remark the spatial realities, the mapping demarche - to illustrate the spatial distribution of 
the urban regeneration processes and the framework for analysis the urban regeneration 
suggested by Hall (2007). The intersection of these methods is able to create a complex and 
objective background for analyzing the urban regeneration in relation with the cultural 
heritage. Furthermore the current approach, beside the scientific findings wants to be an 
instrument for the local actors in their decisions regarding the further urban development of 
the town.      

 
4. THE CULTURAL HERITAGE OF THE LUGOJ MUNICIPALITY 

AND THE LOCAL IDENTITY OF THE TOWN 
 

The cultural heritage of the municipality of Lugoj is provided by the cultural 
complex of the town that includes many cultural systems created in time under the norms 
and rules afforded by the succeeded political regimes that governed the different layers of 
time. In the light of this consideration we can state that the cultural heritage is given by the 
history itself as well as by the social, economic, cultural and politic evolution of the town as 
integrated part of the Romanian Banat. The evoked cultural complex comprises many 
cultural features as the historical contexts, ethnicity, language, religion, the cultural 
activities, education, political affirmation of the local values, economic activities (in terms 
of commercial practices, old crafts, industry), the landscape, cultural events, architecture 
and artifacts, the human capital in terms the cultural personalities and not only etc. The 
historic stages marked the cultural features of the town through the lens of the political 
contexts that continuously followed. So, the contemporary cultural complex of the Lugoj 
municipality reflects continual the sequence of the Ottoman Empire4, of the Habsburgs, of 
the capitalist system and so on.   

In the municipality of Lugoj ethnicity always played an important role in the 
spatial pattern of this settlement. As outcome of the colonization during the 18th Century on 
the left bank of the Timis River have been sat German population that formed a particular 
community named the German Lugoj. At that time, on the right side of the river there 
already exists a clot settlement with Romanians named Romanian Lugoj. The both 
                                                
4 As inherited monument from this period is The St. Nicolae Tower, a patch of an old church from that times. 
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settlements evaluated separately since the end of this century when the settlements are 
united in a single one, Lugoj. In the light of this passed reality the town evaluated as real 
model of interculturality. Moreover, taking into account that together with the Germans, 
here were colonized other ethnic groups. From this perspective we can talk about a spatial 
and functional model of multiculturality.5 For instance, the women workers from Textila 
were Romanians, Hungarians, Germans, Russians, Roma etc (Mariş, 2010). The cultural 
values of these groups marked the cultural landscape of the town and their functionality, in 
terms of new particular activities. Therefore, this historic feature has generated many 
cultural traits that today are directly or not perceived within the cultural heritage of the 
town. Language represents another cultural feature of the municipality of Lugoj.  

In this town not only the speaking of other languages were relevant, important 
always being the printed documents in other languages (German and Hungarian) in terms 
of local press (newspapers) and other prints (magazines, books). Furthermore, significant 
has always been the education in German and Hungarian. In this regard, the schools from 
Lugoj were important at the regional level this tradition continued until today (for instance, 
the current teaching in Hungarian, German Ukrainian in schools as National College C. 
Brediceanu, National College I. Hasdeu, School No. 6, the former School No. 5). Also, a 
relevant aspect is assumed by the fact that the local school was permanently in the past 
connected to the religion (School No. 3). This last cultural feature presents a large 
complexity at the level of the municipality of Lugoj, this town as we already seen, being 
considered the spiritual centre of Banat. Lugoj is an old cultural hearth for the orthodox 
religion, as well as for the Greek-Catholic church, being in the past the capital of this 
religion in Banat. From this perspective, in close connection with this religious segment 
and related to the urban regeneration actions the Greek-Catholic Church reveals an 
important evolution. During communism it was completely censored and the church was 
turned into orthodox one. After 1990 the initial status recede and the Greek-Catholic 
Church (re)win the previous status.  

The dynamics of other religions made also by this town a real model of 
multiculturality. Simultaneously, the post-socialist evolution of the orthodox religion 
leaded not only to the local urban regeneration but also to the restructuring of the religious 
space of the town (Jucu, 2011). Analyzing the cultural landscape we can remark that the 
religion (whatever could be the cults) is well represented in terms of monumental buildings 
(restored after 1990) with an important cultural value less capitalized by the local actors.  

The cultural activities represent another important cultural feature of the town. The 
municipality of Lugoj as outcome of its complex cultural potential has hosted many various 
cultural events and manifestations in the past (see, for instance, Luchescu, 1975, Popescu, 
1993), nowadays it being the host of four international festivals in the field of theatre, 
folklore, choral music). Certainly all these ones could represent a feature that presents many 
opportunities for capitalization in close connection with the local cultural heritage. The 
revaluation of the old tradition in education was developed by the appearance of the 
European Drăgan University that after 1990 definitely changed the functional profile of the 
town (university town). Its relevance is more increased in terms of symbolic values by the 
fact that from the spatial perspective, valorize an old significant place. It is about the old 

                                                
5 For details see Popescu (1993), Caza, I., (coord.), Murariu, D., Bărbulescu Wallner, Luminiţa (2002), Creţan, R. 
(1999), Jucu, I. S. (2004, 2007, 2011), Lay, H., (2007), Lăzărescu, V., Luchescu, Gh. (1994), Luchescu, Gh. 
(1994), Mureşan, S. (2007), Munteanu (2009), Suciu, H. (2009),  Stratan, I., Muntean, V. (1981), 
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fortress of the town that today, through the position of this institution, becomes an 
academic citadel (Jucu, 2011).  

The economic activities, in terms of cultural heritage, are represented by the old 
traditions of the crafts, of the commercial practices (Lugoj being well known in Banat as 
important borough), as well as of the old industrial activities (specialized in textiles, 
construction materials and food). Some of these branches were been preserved, other ones 
no. Is the case, for instance, of the Natural Silk Mining (that from national symbol becomes 
a partial relict area, the silk production being extincted; the same is the case of other 
cultural industries).6 However, the town preserves both its industrial function as well as its 
commercial one. It's important to note that some of these old industrial features could be 
further capitalized in terms of cultural tourism, industrial tourism etc. 

Architecture and the cultural landscape resulted as outcome of the cultural marks 
peculiar for each layer of time from the very old past to present. In the light of this 
consideration we mention the historic houses, the old cultural monuments, the old churches 
and other cultural institutions. In close connection with the symbolic structures of the town 
(see for instance the Iron Bridge) as well as with the natural components and local human 
capital resulted a unique cultural landscape that could be more capitalize in the next future. 
The very old constructions attested to the 15th. and 16th Centuries as well as the medieval 
ones and the ones attested on the 20th Century, in terms the decoding the local cultural 
landscape could reveal the history of this place and the whole its culture.  

The same goes for the symbolic values of the settlement. In this regard we can 
note The Iron Bridge (photo 1), The City Hall, The Old Prefecture, The Greek-Catholic 
Church, The Roman-Catholic Church, Bejan Palace, The National College C. Brediceanu, 
memorial houses, old factories and many more. These symbols could be revaluated through 
touristic demarches, at the national and international level. The promotion of them at a 
large scale could represent the key strategy for the local actors. The cultural personalities of   

 

 
Photo 1: The Iron Bridge in Lugoj 

            

                                                
6 See details in Jucu (2011). 
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the town represent another relevant cultural trait of the municipality of Lugoj. This town is 
the swing for many important personalities both well known at the level of Romania and 
abroad. From the historic ones and not only we can remark the familiy of Brediceanu 
(Coriolan, Tiberiu and Caius), Traian Grozavescu, Victor Vlad Delamarina, G. Petculescu, 
Ion Vidu, I. C. Drăgan, Lavinia Miloşovici, Ion Boldea, Dan Popescu etc.1 The cultural 
potential of this relevant segment of the local human capital also could represents an 
alternative for increasing the revaluation demarches in order to capitalize the cultural 
heritage of the town. Closely with the previous aspects the local identity of the municipality 
of Lugoj occurs from different cultural feature. Summarily we can discuss about ethnicity, 
interculturality and multiculturality, about the religious and historic background, about the 
town as a cultural centre in the past, about the economic activities in terms of textiles, silk 
and bricks, about the local cultural personalities, about the town as the second free urban 
settlement released by the communism in December 1989, about the town as a place of 
women, as a little but important borough in Banat and so on.   

All these features reveal an important cultural heritage that could be more 
promoted at the regional, national and international levels and on the other hand represents 
a strong basis for further demarches of urban regeneration. The ways, forms and actions of 
this topic are various and numerous but in the following section we suggest a particular 
method recommended in the specialized literature from the field of urban geography. It is 
about the framework for analysis of the urban regeneration that could inspire the local 
actors in their further decisions focused on the urban development.     

      
5. THE FRAMEWORK FOR ANALYSIS THE URBAN REGENERATION 

 
This methodological approach, as a part of the framework for analyzing urban 

policy and regeneration, is suggested by Hall (2007, p. 59) in order to study the urban 
regeneration and renewal problems. The analyzing framework is focused on many 
particular topics as follows: urban problems (what urban problem or problems can be 
identified, what has been identified as the cause of this problem or problems); policy 
contexts (what is the origin of the policy/programme/projects, what is the relationships to 
earlier approaches or those being implemented elsewhere); funding (where does the funding 
for the policy/programme/projects come from, in what way is funding allocated), the nature 
of regeneration (in what way does the policy/programme/projects seek to achieve its aims, 
what are the outcomes of the policy/programme/projects); stakeholders (who are the 
stakeholders involved; what are the relationships between the stakeholders); impacts of 
regeneration (what are the impacts of the policy/programme/projects, in what ways has the 
policy/programme/projects been evaluated).  

According to this methodological framework (figure 1), the urban problems of the 
municipality of Lugoj occurred from the all made interventions during the post-socialist 
period concern different types of spaces in terms of their functionality. For many years the 
cultural real estate of the town has been ignored. After 2000 at the level of the town we can 
remark actions of urban regeneration oriented to the cultural buildings as well as on the 
cultural monuments of the town. During the last ten years the most of the monuments of the 
town has been restored but this demarche is not an ended chapter of these types of 
interventions made by the local authorities. In this context, we can remark the historic 
churches from Lugoj (the works on the Great Cathedral from Lugoj are still ongoing 
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because of the absence of funding, see photo 2 and photo 3), cultural monuments as the 
Municipal Library (photo 4), historic palaces, the Museum of History, the former 
Prefecture, the building of the City Hall (photo 5 and photo 6), The National College C. 
Brediceanu etc. A real problem for the current period linked by the cultural monuments is 
to finalize the started works as well as the restoration of other relevant architectural 
structures of the town.    
 

 
Figure 1: The sketch of the framework for analyzing urban regeneration  

(according to Hall, 2007) 
 
 Another important problem is generated by the local housing environment. The 
regeneration of these particular patterns is still a priority both for the local authorities and 
for the residents. The inconvenience occurs by the absence of the funding because the 
whole restoration of the local capital for housing is too expensive. Consequently this 
feature must be included in the further strategy of local development in terms of the urban 
regeneration. An important part of the residential buildings have been restored (block of 
flats in districts, individual palaces, or individual houses) but the problems are too far to be 
solved. Acute situations are matched to the poor districts of the town, areas that increase the 
backward character of these areas.  
 They are about the peripheral sectors, so in this case in the next future the 
regeneration strategies having to focus on the rethinking of the urban peripheries in order to 
attenuate the local territorial disparities. On the other hand, in close connection with the 
previous topic concerned on the peripheral districts, we can remark industrial marginal 
areas, true cultural urban zones from the perspective of the local economy inherited from 
the past. Today these old industrial platforms well known in the past for their products that 
have sprung (textiles, silk and building materials) has generated a real industrial culture. 
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         Photo 2: The Cathedral from Lugoj    Photo 3: The Cathedral from Lugoj     
      before restoration (photo Jucu, 2011)              in restoration process  
                                                                                
 

 
Photo 4: The Municipal Library under restoration 

 

                
       Photo 5: The City Hall from Lugoj       Photo 6: The City Hall from Lugoj     
     under restoration (photo Jucu, 2010)           after restoration process  
                                                                          (source: Ziua de Vest, 2012)  
 
It is well represented by the textile industry that made from this town a settlement of 
women, by the cultural traditions of the Textile Industry from Lugoj (photo 7 and photo 8), 
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by the uniqueness of The Natural Silk Mining (photo 9) and by the prominent figure of      
J. Muschong the capitalist owner of the brick factory.7 All these units are now forgotten and 
ignored just when they could be capitalized through the lens of the cultural tourism. 
Furthermore, the decline and the relict status of some plants attract in fall the residential 
areas located in their proximity generating real poor and disagreeable areas (photo 10). This 
mutual destiny between different functional peripheral areas is assumed by the fact that the 
development of the residential districts, located nearby them, went hand in hand with the 
increasing evolution of these factories during communism. The fall of this industrial units 
as outcome of the post-socialist deindustrialization generated relict or partial relict areas 
that must be completely renewed.           
 

 
 Photo 7: An old image with the Textile Industry from Lugoj 

(source: Actualitatea, no. 708, 2010, p. 8) 
 

            
      Photo 8: The relict factory of Textile     Photo 9: The Natural Silk Mining 
            Industry as it appears today                  from Lugoj - relict sector 
                   (photo Jucu, 2011)                                (photo Jucu, 2011) 
 
                                                   
 
                                                
7 For more details see Toma, N., (2006), Imperiul Muschong naşte moştenitori, în Actualitatea, from 
15 04 2006, Lugoj; online edition, http://arhivamedia.hotnews.ro; Toma, N., (2006), Şapte femei pe 
cap de bărbat, in Actualitatea, February 2006, Lugoj; Jucu, I. S., (2009), Lugoj, the municipality of 7 
women to a man – from myth to post-socialist reality, in Analele Universităţii de Vest din Timişoara, 
Seria Geografie, Editura Universităţii de Vest din Timişoara; Jucu, I. S. (2011), Analiza procesului de 
restructurare urbană în municipiul Lugoj, Editura Universităţii de Vest din Timişoara, Timişoara; 
Mariş, Cornelia, (2010), Unde e Textila de altădată, in Actualitatea, no. 708, Year 14, 2010, Lugoj, 
pp. 8-9. 
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Photo 10: Section of a poor district sat on the front of the brick factory in past 
owned by J. Muschong (photo Jucu, 2011) 

 
 These stated problems are, summarily, only a part from the all situations particular 
from the town but they are simply representative for the further directions of the urban 
regeneration of the town. They must to paid attention from the local authorities and to 
reflect the real claims for their renewal in the contemporary conditions of the developed 
communities. Certainly, there are real outcomes of the communist industrialization but they 
have to be renewed in the condition of the new political contexts.  
 Thereby we can go on to the second issue assumed by Hall (2007) in its 
framework, the politic contexts. They are much important not for the evolution of a 
community but mostly for the integration of the inherited structures from a political context 
to another. The communism has left many important structures adrift. Their integration into 
the new post-socialist political context represents a complex and long process, especially in 
the absence of some particular strategies focused on this problem.  
 The new urban management as well as the new forms of properties on the real 
estate goods as well as the investments can create an objective framework for the urban 
renewal. This action must be a central theme in the local politics of the authorities, 
especially taking into account the power of decentralization. After two decades of 
Romanian post-socialism such interventions are moderate. Some intense actions regarding 
the sat questions, as outcomes of a proper local politics, could generate a faster integration 
of the ignored structures into the urban regeneration process. It is not about the 
capitalization of some spaces it is about the preservation of the cultural inherited structures 
into the present landscape and the town functionality. Which are the stakeholders? 
Certainly the residents on one hand and on another the local actors involved in the 
development of the town.  In this regard the gain is assumed by the all local community that 
could offer a new perspective for the other subjects interested by the town (investors, 
developers, potential residents). Furthermore, the attractiveness degree of the town could 
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represent o real factor for the further development. Sure enough, for all these scenarios the 
financial resources represent the key. The funding for all the actions that could be designed 
in order to ensure the urban regeneration through the capitalization of the cultural heritage 
could present different sources.  
 The funding for local urban regeneration could be provided at least by five parts: 
from the central governance (the specialized ministries), from the local administration 
(through the sums claimed in terms of different taxes and imposts), from the European 
projects (by applying for projects funded by the European Union), from the national and 
foreign direct investments and by private initiatives of the local residents and not only. In 
the light of this global perspective, the impact of the urban regeneration through the lens of 
the capitalization of the cultural heritage and local identity is a complex one reflected by the 
spatial and the functional dynamics of the town. This impact turns up in the landscape of 
the town, in the new functionalities of the urban structures, in the spatial dynamics and in 
the increasing degree of the quality of life of the local residents. Furthermore, there is 
valued the cultural capital that could generate new status for the town in terms of their 
image, attractiveness, equal evolution and objective functionality. On the other hand, we 
can talk about a town that successfully (but partly) integrated his inherited cultural 
structures into its current dynamics.  
 Finally, analyzing the nature of regeneration, the outcomes of the local politics 
based on the urban renewal through the lens of the integration of the cultural heritage into 
the present are both in the benefit of the local community as a complex system and in the 
benefit of the town itself as a spatial reality that reflects the ways of life of its inhabitants 
managed by different cultural decisions. The town and, in our case, the municipality of 
Lugoj wins in terms of its spatial and functional dynamics that capitalize the all cultural 
heritage of it. The local culture is integrated in the new trends of evolution whatever they 
could be. The outcomes of such managerial actions could preserve the local cultural values 
and certainly could offer them to the next generations as a symbol of the current sustainable 
development requirements. In a contemporary globalized world, the urban management 
focused on the spatial regeneration through the capitalization of the local cultural heritage, 
could assert the local identity of the town on different scaling levels from the regional point 
to the international scale that often is able to capture through the cultural diffusion all the 
cultural traits, values and virtues of a place.    
 

6. OUTCOMES OF URBAN REGENERATION IN LUGOJ AFTER 
TWO DECADES OF ROMANIAN POST-SOCIALISM 

 
This section, in close connection with the previous considerations on the nature of 

the urban regeneration, presents the actual and definite outcomes of the made actions of the 
local administration of the municipality of Lugoj as well as their impact on the local 
community, in terms of spatial, structural, functional and physiognomic perspectives. The 
experience of the local government during the two decays of the Romanian post-socialism 
reveal interesting aspects both positive and negative. The most actions of the urban 
regeneration have been made within the inner city and especially on the central area of it. 
Thus, all these assumed initiatives capitalized the monumental buildings of the town, in 
terms of historic palaces, cultural monuments, religious constructions, public space of the 
historic centre and so on. A global perspective of the urban regeneration that exploits the 
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cultural heritage shows the priority of the central areas of the town (figure 2). Such a 
general approach of the local urban management was against the peripheral sectors that also 
dispose by a remarkable cultural potential.  
 

 
Figure 2: The spatial distribution of the regenerated and relict or partially relict 

areas in the municipality of Lugoj (cross-examination, 2010) 
 
The central area was renewed in terms of the religious buildings (churches and 

cathedrals), historic houses and palaces, educational units with cultural value etc. For 
instance, we can remark the Great Cathedral from Lugoj (as we already state now in a 
restoration process), the Romano-Catholic Church, The Greek-Catholic Church, Reformed 
Church etc. At the same time in the town have appeared new orthodox churches that 
restructured the religious space of Lugoj in new particular patterns (Jucu, 2011). We also 
outline the renewal of other structures as The National College C. Brediceanu, The 
Museum of History, the City Hall of the town, the former Prefecture, the primary schools, 
the Justice Palace etc. An important aspect through the lens of the private investments is 
assumed by the appearance of Drăgan European University on the former space of the old 
medieval citadel now becoming a university citadel (being also known as Drăgan 
University Citadel). This new structure was a real gain for the municipality of Lugoj 
because its appearance renewed also the functional profile of the town. On the other hand, 
an important role is assumed by the public space. The importance of this category in the 
cultural geographical analyses is call up by Mitchell (2000) the author pointing out the 
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relevance of the cultural politics and the politics of culture inside of the study of the cultural 
landscapes. The public space of the Lugoj municipality, in terms of the public squares has 
supported many changes stressed by the new post-socialist urban management.  

Considered a minor spatial feature by the old communist regime this sort of urban 
spaces become more significant during the post-socialism. Accordingly, they were restored 
emphasizing important tangible and intangible cultural values. In Lugoj is the case of the 
Union Square that include the Greek-Catholic Church.  It was restored through the lens of 
the private investment of Iosif Constantin Drăgan (a great international personality born in 
Lugoj) occasion to which this place was named by the name of this prominent personality      
(photo 11). With this we can outline also the Victory Square (photo 12) in the front of the 
City Hall that was the place of the local Revolution in Lugoj in December 1989, being 
known the truth that Lugoj was the second free town from Romania in the fight against the 
totalitarian communist regime. This place hosts many important (restored) cultural 
monuments being in a really contrast with communist features.    

 Finally, in this context, we remark the central area of the town that was 
completely restored and changed in a pedestrian square that also was entirely renewed 
through a particular post-socialist process as tertiarization. If the central hearth of the town 
shows many changes in terms of the current urban regeneration some peripheral areas 
appear too defaced. Is the case of the industrial areas (important cultural spaces in terms of 
the local economic activities that created relevant traditions in time). 

 
 

                    
     Photo 11: I. C. Drăgan Square                     Photo 12: The Victory Square 
  (source: The City Hall from Lugoj)                         (photo Jucu, 2011)               
 
Is the case of the industrial area from the Buziaşului Road - specialized in textiles - (that 
generated a real culture of this industry both to the level of the town and to the level of its 
proximity district, designed especially by the old communist regime for the workers from 
this large industrial unit). Another case is represented by the industrial area Mondialul 
Bocşei - specialized in construction materials (bricks) - its destiny being connected to the 
great capitalist J. Muschong (photo 13). To these ones we can add the industrial area from 
the proximity of the railway sector (photo 14) which hosts the old factory of shoes called 
Calapoade in the past. All these areas are relict or partially relict from the functional 
perspective disposing by an increased degree of defacement both from the functional, 
spatial and physiognomic perspectives.     
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    Photo 13: Image from the District                     Photo 14: Defaced industrial  
           Mondialul Bocşei nearby                             area nearby railway station 
               the Bricks Factory                                         (photo Jucu, 2011) 
 

A global perspective on these realities reflects ignorance from the side of the local 
authorities that directly contribute to the deepening of the local functional, spatial and 
functional contrasts. All this industries represent the identity of the town, to these ones 
adding The Natural Silk Mining (partially relict) its failure ending an important cultural 
tradition of the town in terms of the production of the natural silk (Jucu, 2011), this unit 
being uniqueness in Romania and well known in Europe in the past.  

These spatial contrasts and disruptions must be integrated in the further actions of 
the urban regeneration. In the light of this assessment, we can suggest the capitalization of 
these units through the lens of the old activities valuating the cultural tourism, industrial 
tourism, cultural industries and so on. Talking by ignorance we can discuss another sample 
in the central area. It is about the place called Liliacul - a pastry - (another feature of the 
local cultural identity) that have been changes into a Bank (a common transformation 
during the post-socialist period). This place (photo 14) had always a special site for the 
local cultural landscape. A place that hosted many cultural and historic events, a place 
where stopped many important cultural Romanian personalities. Through the lens of the 
contemporary urban renewal these old traditions and significances has disappeared. Only a 
simple plate on the building still reminds the cultural value of this building.  

The districts have been regenerated through individual and collective actions, both 
made by the local administration and residents. In this regard, there have resulted many 
functional and spatial contrasts within the same district or between districts. For instance, 
peripheral areas show two distinct aspects: on the other hand we can observe defaced 
residential areas and on another new residential peripheral sectors designed in respect of the 
new contemporary housing. So it is for the industrial areas of the town. The global 
perspective on this topic reveals on the town`s peripheral industrial platforms, relict or 
partial relict areas, restructured areas (regenerated through the new investments) and new 
industrial areas (arose after 1990). The functional and spatial contrasts are evident in this 
case too. The one hand and another we can remark new dynamic areas as outcome of the 
developed actions in terms of urban restructuring and regeneration. 
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Photo 15: Liliacul Pastry, the 
former Hotel Păunul de Aur 

                
As a conclusion we can state that the urban regeneration actions boosted the 

functional and spatial dynamics of the town but at the same time generated strong 
functional and physiognomic contrasts and disruptions between the central areas of the 
town and its peripheries. The local urban renewal actions have favored the downtown and 
marginalized the outskirts. So they are the interventions within the residential districts. 
These outcomes must to be integrated and taken into account in the future actions of the 
urban development assumed by the local authorities.       
 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:  
WHAT TO DO NEXT? 

 
The cultural heritage and the local features that define the town's identity have 

been different capitalized after 1990 by the local actors of the municipality of Lugoj even if 
we discuss about the individual actions or by the organized programmes of the local 
authorities. The previous chapters showed us that the municipality of Lugoj disposes by 
varied and complex cultural values that on the present days are more or less known at a 
large scale. The cultural potential of the town can reinforce both the urban regeneration 
processes and the further urban development. In the light of this consideration the local 
symbolic landscape of the town could be more capitalized in order to promote the 
sustainable development that take into account the cultural features of this settlement.  

In addition with this proposal the old perception of the town could be recreated 
through the lens of a sustain promotion of the cultural potential of the municipality of 
Lugoj. We can state that the urban regeneration actions have developed different and 
unequal. If the downtown has been regenerated in some extent the peripheral cultural areas 
has been pretty ignored. At the level of town we can observe both a functional and 
physiognomic regeneration but these demarches are far to be completed. A further action 
could be oriented to the renewal of the peripheral industrial areas, important economic 
zones for the town in close connection with the local cultural economy.  

From this perspective these areas could be boosted and could neutralize the relict 
aspects. Furthermore, the functional revival could attenuate the local defacement of these 
industrial sectors. An outstanding demarche could include the achievement of some proper 
strategies exclusively and objectively focused on the topic of the urban regeneration as well 
as the practice of an urban management that beside the urban development promotes the 
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regeneration of the old inherited functional, symbolic and physiognomic structures (in close 
connection with the cultural capitalization of them).  

Another important action could be represented by the promotion of the local 
culture and identity at the regional, national and international scale through particular 
practices that could illustrate both the urban regeneration processes and the cultural capital. 
The tourism could represent a key activity in this regard as well as the promotion of the 
cultural capital within particular international collaboration programmes strained by the 
town's relationships with other urban settlements from Europe.      
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Abstract: Analyzing last few decades of demographic situation in Vojvodina province indicates to an 
increasingly share of the elderly population, 60 and over, and the decline in the share of young 
population. The Slovak minority is characterized by higher average age (40.1 years), an increasing 
older age categories proportion. The paper gives a comparative analysis of these two settlements, as 
well as comparison with Vojvodina and Serbia. The aim is to show the possible consequences of 
unfavorable population age structure and the measures to be taken. The analyses are based on census 
data and it is used statistical, demographic, comparative and GIS method. 
 
Rezumat: Analizele efectuate în ultimele decade asupra fondului demografic al provinciei 
Voievodina ilustrează o creştere semnificativă a ponderii populaţiei vârstnice de peste 60 de ani şi 
implicit declinul numeric al populaţiei tinere. Minoritatea slovacă este caracterizată printr-o pondere 
mai ridicată a categoriilor de populaţie vârstnică. Lucrarea de faţă abordează în mod comparativ 
analiza a două localităţi precum şi compararea situaţiei demografice existente din această perspectivă 
în Voievodina şi Serbia. Scopul cercetării este de a ilustra consecinţele posibile generate de procesul 
de îmbătrânire demografică. Analiza întreprinsă este bazată pe datele statistice ale recensămintelor 
precum şi pe metode specifice cum sunt analiza statistică, studiul demografic, metoda comparativă şi 
utilizarea Sistemelor Geografice Informatizate. 
 
Keywords: geography, demography, population, population structure, population census  
Cuvinte cheie: geografie, demografie, populaţie, structură demografică, recensământul populaţiei 
 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

The cultural heritage of the Slovaks in Vojvodina, with all its attributes and 
characteristics, is part of a multicultural area of Vojvodina, and as such, is in constant 
permeation with all cultures that exist in this area. Its preservation should be a guarantee 
that has been created a society that respects diversity, supports cultural diversity and 
recognizes it as a unique value of the Vojvodina area. At the beginning of the 20th century, 
in 1900, 53,382 people were recorded Slovak nationality, and that number was a constant 
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increase until the Second World War. The number of Slovaks in Vojvodina grew until 
1961, then began to decline steadily, and the last census, in 2002, recorded only 56,637 
Slovaks (2.79%), which is 17,193 less than 1961. According to the latest census, Slovaks 
make up 2.79% of the population of Vojvodina. The proportion in 1948 was 4.3%, 3.2% in 
1991. The number of Slovaks is only for the last two censuses decreased by 6908 persons. 
In Backa lives 50% of Slovaks, in Banat 31.74% and 18.23% in Srem. From a total of 466 
towns and villages in Vojvodina, in 12 villages Slovaks are the majority population: 
Janosik, Selenca, Pivnice, Backi Petrovac, Glozan, Lug, Vineyards of Slankamen, 
Kovacica, Padina, Kisac, Lalic, and Ljub.  Like other ethnic groups living in the Vojvodina, 
Slovaks are also characterized by higher average age (40.1 years), a negative natural growth 
(-4. ‰), an increasing proportion of older age groups, increasing the index of aging and old 
people dependency rates, which all lead to negative trends in demographic development of 
the population (Bukurov, B., Hrcan, P., 1976 ; Bajic, ., 1988). 

Backi Petrovac is an urban type settlement and the center of Backi Petrovac 
municipality. Municipality Backi Petrovac includes a small part of South Backa, between 
the municipality of Novi Sad, Vrbas and Backa Palanka in Backa, and municipality of 
Beocin in Srem. Area of this territory is 158 km2, making it the smallest municipality in 
Vojvodina, and includes four towns with a total of 14,681 inhabitants (census 2002). 

Kovacica is a village type settlement, and is located in the southwestern part of the 
Banat, and belongs to the municipality Kovacica. It covers an area of 419 km2, it has eight 
settlements and has 27,890 inhabitants (census 2002), which is twice more than in the 
municipality of Backi Petrovac. Area of Kovacica extends between river Tamis in the 
north-west, alluvial plains of this river in the west, Alibunar’s depression in the north and 
Deliblato sand in the south.  

Most of the population of Backi Petrovac are Slovaks, with 82.49%, while Serbs are 
second, with 8.52%. Other national minorities are represented with much lower portion. 
And in Kovacica, according to 2002 census, the dominant population is Slovaks, with 
84.23%, while the proportion in the municipality is 41.07%. The second largest population 
is Serbs, with 8.25% (Bukurov, B., Hrcan, P., 1976. ; Bajic, ., 1988). 
 

2. POPULATION 
 

The oldest data about population of Backi Petrovac originate from Turkish 
documents (tax records). The first settling of Slovaks dates in the first half of the 18th 
century, and with their arrival on this territory begins a demographic and economic 
strengthening. Population number changing of Backi Petrovac deserves special attention, 
because this place is one of the rare villages of Vojvodina, where there was almost no 
population growth since recording of the population become more regular, and the 
population almost completely stagnated all the time, with a tendency to fall according to the 
last few censuses. 

 In 1869 the number of population was 7256, in 1991 there were 7236 inhabitants, 
only 20 people less for a period of 122 years, and in 2002 there were 6727 inhabitants, 
which is the lowest recorded number since the beginning of the period. The causes of this 
situation are mainly emigration, low birth rate and an unfavorable age structure. The same 
situation exists throughout the municipality. 
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Population number changing in Kovacica can be traced back to the 1869. At that 
time, Kovacica had 3160 inhabitants. From that year until 1910, the approximate ten-year 
increase of population was 450 inhabitants. In the last decade of the twentieth century, even 
the basic reproduction of the population has not been achieved, due to much lower birth 
rate compared to mortality. At the last census in 2002, Kovacica had 6764 inhabitants, 
which is approximately 9% less than in 1991 (Bukurov, B., Hrcan, P., 1976; Bajic, M., 
1988). 

 

Figure 1:.Comparative view of population number changing in Backi Petrovac and 
Kovacica in the period 1869-2002  

(source: Bukurov, B., Hrcan, P., 1976; Bajic, M., 1988; The Republic Institute for 
Statistics) 

 
 

If we compare population number changing of these two settlements, we find 
significant differences which are mainly migratory character, because the characteristic of 
Backi Petrovac is emigration, while the characteristic of Kovacica is immigration. Census 
1991 recorded a fall, and we can see there is a similarity, so in the past 20 years we can 
speak about the same trend of these two settlements, which is important for further analysis. 
 

2.1. Natural changing of population 
The period of observation is from 1961 to 2002, because since 1961 there were some 

major demographic changes in this region, which are primarily related to the Slovak 
nationality. Natural changing of population has a negative trend, due to negative natural 
growth. 
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2.1.1. Birthrate 
Changing of birthrate will be presented by decades, in order to make it easy to 

survey. Comparative analysis includes comparison of settlements (also with each other), 
municipalities and situation of Vojvodina for this period, and their trends in comparison to 
the trend in Vojvodina. To a large extent there is a match of trends in all segments of the 
natural changing of population, and it will be presented by the following chart. 
 

Figure 2: Comparative view of birth rate of Backi Petrovac and Vojvodina in the 
period 1961-2002 (source: The Republic Institute for Statistics, Population Census 

1961-2002) 
 

As the chart shows, the birth rate in Backi Petrovac was changing differently. In the 
first decade, the birth rate was highest, 13.9 ‰. In the following period the birth rate had 
decreasing trend and in the mid 70-ies slowly began to grow. However, growth was 
negligible, but in early 90-ies there was a fall again, which lasts. The situation in the 
municipality is almost identical, with higher values, while recordings in Vojvodina show 
constant decrease, which also shows the trend line. 

 

Figure 3: Comparative view of birth rates of Kovacica, municipality and Vojvodina 
in the period 1961- 2002 (source: The Republic Institute for Statistics, The 

Population Census 1961-2002) 
 

In the period 1961 - 1971 in Kovacica, the birth rate is 14.1 ‰, which indicates its 
maximum value. As shown in the trend line, the birth rate continues to fall and during the 
last period between two censuses, period 1991 - 2002, the birth rate markedly decreased to 
10.9 ‰. The lowest birth rate for the same period is similar to the municipality birth rate 
and amounts to 11.1 ‰, while the maximum was in the period 1961 - 1971, 13.5 ‰. 
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2.1.2. Mortality rate 
The average mortality rate of Backi Petrovac in this period is 14.2 ‰. At the 

beginning of this period, the rate was lower, and since then has been constantly increasing, 
and in the last decade, reaching a value of 17.2 ‰, which is the maximum. The maximum 
rate of mortality of Kovacica was in the period 1991 - 2002, and amounted to 17.2 ‰ for 
Kovacica, and also in the same period for the municipality, 17.3 ‰. The mortality of 
Vojvodina has a constant growth. In the past decade, there has been an increasing trend in 
the Kovacica, which, as in Backi Petrovac , too, indicates the old population. 
 

Figure 4: Comparative view of mortality rate of Backi Petrovac and Kovacica in 
the 1961-2002 (source: The Republic Institute for Statistics, Population Census 

1961-2002) 
 

Figure 4 shows an increasing trend of the mortality rate for all areas, however, there 
are differences between Kovacica and Backi Petrovac, because Kovacica shows a slight 
decrease of mortality rates until the mid-70's, as a result of migration of younger (working 
age) population in this period. After that, this settlement recorded an increasing trend in 
mortality rate also, as a result of the population aging. 
 

2.1.3. Natural increase 
 Due to the negative natural increase in both settlements, especially in the last 
decade, there is a decrease in population. Natural increase of Backi Petrovac showed a 
negative value very early, which lasted until the end of the period, with a tendency to 
increase. The lowest rate was at the end of the period and amounted to -6.3 ‰. In the last 
decade Vojvodina had an average natural increase rate of -3.6 ‰, which is 2.9 ‰ lower 
than Backi Petrovac. That indicates an unfavorable demographic development of Backi 
Petrovac, as a result of the large share of elderly population, a decrease of youth population 
share, due to bad economic, social, and other problems. Natural increase in the area shows a 
rapid fall in Kovacica from the beginning of this period and the rate of natural increase   
was - 6.3 ‰. 
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Figure 5: Comparative view of natural increase rate of Backi Petrovac and 
Kovacica in the period 1961-2002  (source: The Republic Institute for Statistics, 

Population Census 1961-2002) 
 

Based on the chart from figure 5, the population decrease and constant negative 
natural increase are very clear for both settlements. The highest values were recorded for 
Backi Petrovac, but at the end of this period, its values were equal to the values of 
Kovacica.Based on the analysis of the demographic situation in Vojvodina (based on the 
census 2002), in January 2004, the Assembly of the Province adopted a strategic document, 
“Demographic development of AP Vojvodina’’ and measures for its implementation. The 
goal of the program is to define comprehensive and coherent policy according to Vojvodina 
population fertility, or the phenomenon of low birth, adoption of low reproductive norms in 
most of the population and negative natural increase, apparent depopulation, the increase of 
elderly people share in the population and more widespread single life. 
 These measures are grouped into several categories: 

 Possible solutions of the low birth rates problem; 
 Maintenance and improvement of reproductive health; 
 The fight against sterility; 
  Alignment of work and parenthood; 
 Population Education; 
  Activating local governments. 

 
2.2. Households 
Due to the dynamic natural increase and disintegration of patriarchal family 

organization within a household, there is a rise in the number of households and reduce in 
the number of members in them. Household division began when the fertility of this region 
began to decrease, so the changes happened under the simultaneous action of two 
processes: the process of division confined households to single-family community, and the 
process of declining birth reduced the number of family members.The average household 
size between censuses was steadily decreasing, as in Vojvodina and in the whole Serbia, as 
a consequence of the increasing number of single households and two-member households 
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in this region, and to some extent, this trend is linked to some characteristics of the Slovak 
people. Table 1 contains data about the number of households, according to census 2002. It 
is evident that the majority of households contain one, two, three and four members, in both 
settlements. The average number of household members has been decreasing, especially in 
recent decades. Since 1981 census, the situation is almost the same in both settlements, and 
the number of household members was reduced to less than three members, showing a 
growing number of two-member households, which are the most common. 
The most households contain one or two members. These are solitary households, which 
are common mainly for elderly persons, and the two-member households, which are also 
common for the elderly people. 

 
 

Таble 1: Number of household members of Backi Petrovac, Kovacica and 
Vojvodina (The population census 2002 ) 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS MEMBERS 
Number of 
members Backi Petrovac Кovacica Vojvodina 

1 646 559 149.867 

2 672 667 180.858 

3 534 550 139.843 

4 520 520 153.886 

5 139 139 52.766 

6 42 49 22.779 

7 9 12 6.591 

8 3 3 1.948 

9 1 3 771 

10 and more 1 1 648 
Source: The Republic Institute for Statistics, Population Census 1961-2002 

 
 

This situation is mostly a consequence of the fact that "system of one child" is 
common amongst Slovaks; because the Slovak families do not want many children because 
the property does not have to divide into several parts. A typical family household, four-
member household, are rare. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     • The population aging in Slovak settlements in Vojvodina. The example of .... 44 

3. INDICATORS OF POPULATION AGING 
 

In order to provide a clear presentation of age structure of Kovacica and Backi 
Petrovac and to point to one of the key demographic problems in our country, we analyzed 
the eight characteristics of the population: 

 gender structure 
 coefficient of masculinity 
 coefficient of femininity 
 age structure 
 the average age 
 median age 
 index of aging 
 the aging coefficient 
 the demographic dependency rate 
 contingent of young (0-19) and old (60 years and over) population, according to age 

structure type. 
These phenomena are analyzed for the entire population of the province and the 

republic, for the comparison of data and to obtain more precise results and conclusions 
(Djurdjev, S. B., 2001). 
 

3.1. Age-gender structure 
Population structure by age and gender is its biological characteristics of which 

depend many demographic processes and properties. Certain age groups are the bearers of 
some processes or characteristics. Gender structure depends on the gender structure of 
newborn children, the differences in mortality by gender, on migrations and some external 
influences, such as wars, etc. 

Gender structure of infants is biologically conditioned, because per every 1,000 
women there is between 1050 and 1070 male children born, and later changes can occur, 
due to these factors. Populations with low mortality have higher male mortality then 
female, while the populations with high mortality rate have higher female children 
mortality and women during the fertile period. The migration to the larger distance 
involved more men, and a short distance, mostly women (marriage). Wars affect the male 
population more (Djurdjev, S. B., 2001). 

Gender structure has been improving in favor of men from census to census. After 
the World War II the number of men was lowest, because men were more perished during 
the wars. Additional reason was the emigration to other countries and other cities to work, 
which was primarily common for the male population. Since 60-ies the situation changed, 
the economy has been recovering, and the coefficient of masculinity increased, until 1981, 
when it started to decrease again. 
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Figure 6: Comparative view of coefficient of masculinity changing in Backi 
Petrovac, Kovacica, Vojvodina and Serbia in the period 1961-2002 

(source: The Republic Institute for Statistics, Population Census 1961-2002) 
 

The chart from figure 6 shows stagnation and decreasing for the province and the 
republic. For Backi Petrovac it shows increase from the beginning of this period, while 
Kovacica shows higher value for the latest period, but with a tendency to fall. 

Age structure can be analyzed based on the proportion of three population groups: 
young, mature and old. Types of age structures are usually defined as the progressive 
(expansion), stationary (stagnant) and regressive type. The best illustration of the age 
structure is represented by age pyramid. Age-gender pyramid gives the intersection of all 
ages and both genders in a given population. Shape of the age pyramid shows a progressive, 
regressive or stationary population, or some type of transition. 
 

Figure 7: Age structure of Backi Petrovac and Kovacica (census 1961) 
(source: The Republic Institute for Statistics, census 1961) 
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Census from 1961, records only   the  total  population by age categories,  with  no 
separation by gender, so the chart shows total population of Kovacica and Backi Petrovac. 
It is evident that this settlements are characterized by a large share of the adult population 
which will, in the next census, be categorized as older population.  

Figure 8: Comparative view of age-gender structure of Backi Petrovac and 
Kovacica (census 1971) 

(source: The Republic Institute for Statistics, census 1971) 
 

If we compare the population of both settlements according to the census 1971, there 
is generally match of the share of population aged between 30 and 45 years and older than 
55 years. Backi Petrovac recorded higher share of category 75 and over.  
 

Figure 9: Comparative view of age-gender structure of Backi Petrovac and 
Kovacica, census 1981 (source: The Republic Institute for Statistics, census 1971) 
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Census 1981 also shows somewhat higher share of category 75 and over years in 
Backi Petrovac, in relation to Kovacica. In both settlements there is a high share of 
categories between 40 and 60, and 30-34 years category, which will in the following census 
further contribute to increasing the share of category 40-45 years and older. 

Figure 10: Age-gender structure of Backi Petrovac (census 1991) 
(source: The Republic Institute for Statistics, census 1991) 

 
Census 1991 (figure 10) recorded a new age categories, up to 95 and over, reflecting 

the deterioration in the age structure. In Backi Petrovac there is even higher share of the 
population aged 60 and 65 years, high share of population of 55-59, 35-39 and 40-44 years. 

Figure 11: Age-gende structure of Kovacica (census 1991) 
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Figure 11 confirms what is forecast by the previous census, that is, increased share 
of critical categories which are indicators of demographic aging, especially the high share 
of categories 55-59 years, and all the other higher categories. Increasing life expectancy is 
also evident. 

Figure 12: Age-gender structure of Backi Petrovac (census 2002) 
(source: The Republic Institute for Statistics, census 2002) 

 
Census 2002 (figure 12) confirms the previous trend, and shows the highest share of 

45-49 and 50-54 categories, but also an enormously high share of the population older than 
70 years, especially females. Share of the youngest category is the smallest compared to 
previous censuses, which makes the situation in Backi Petrovac worrying when the 
demographic aging process is in question. Among them, the smallest share has category of 
0-4 years, which potentially suggest even worse situation in the future censuses, that is, an 
increasing share of older category, and indicates a regressive population pyramid. 
 

Figure 13: Age-gender structure of Kovacica (census 2002) 
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Figure 13 (census 2002) shows an unfavorable age structure in Kovacica: the highest 
share of category 45-49 years, 50-54 and 65-69 years, and a high share of the oldest 
categories compared to the youngest, which makes age pyramid more irregular, as is the 
widest in the middle part, and almost the narrowest in the base where are the categories that 
should be the bearers of the demographic development and progressive age population. In 
contrast, the situation points to the increasingly regressive type and growing demographic 
aging. 
 

3.2. Average age 
The average age represents middle age of inhabitants during the census. Average age 

may be considered, in addition to life expectancy, the best indicator of demographic 
situation in given population. If we compare the average age of both settlements it can be 
seen that Backi Petrovac population is older in relation to population of Kovacica, by 0.5 
years according to census 2002. 

Figure 14: Comparative review of population average age of Backi Petrovac 
and Kovacica in the period 1961-2002 

        (source: The Republic Institute for Statistics, Population Census 1961-2002) 
 
 

During this period the average age in Backi Petrovac was higher, and it remained 
higher until the end of the period, but since census 1991 there is a match, and the trend line 
is almost completely overlaps to the end of the period. 
 

3.3. Median age 
 Median age (Me) is the age that divides the total population into two equal parts, 
provided that the population is sorted by the age of its members. 
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Median age is calculated by the following formula: 
 

 
n
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i
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where: 
 
L - lower limit value of the median interval 
P - total population 
Σfi-population younger than the median interval 
n - the size of the interval 
fme - population median interval 
 It is not affected by extreme values of certain age groups and is frequently used 
indicator of age than the average age of the population (Djurdjev, S. B., 2001). 
 

Figure 15: Comparative review of population median age of Backi Petrovac and 
Kovacica in the period 1961-2002  

        (source: The Republic Institute for Statistics, Population Census 1961-2002) 
 

If we compare the median age of both settlements, it also shows the devastating 
situation in which can be seen increase of median age during the whole period, and for 
Kovacica the increase was 14.7 years, while for Backi Petrovac it was less than 10 years. 
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3.4. Aging index 
 The aging index (i) is one of the most reliable analytical indicators of population age 
structure, and also of the process of demographic aging, and expresses the relationship 
between old and young population. The index ranges from 0.1 to 0.65 and a critical value is 
0.4 or 40%. Population where this relationship is characterized by higher values of aging 
and the other way around, and if the index is less than the limit the population is young.  
Although it does not take into account the middle generation, the importance of the aging 
index is that it indicates the scale of the old and young population, thus emphasizing the 
importance of young people and factors affecting its numbers. 
 

 
Figure 16: Comparative review of population aging index of Backi Petrovac and 

Kovacica in the period 1961-2002 
(source: The Republic Institute for Statistics, Population Census 1961-2002) 

 
During this period, Backi Petrovac shows higher aging index values, but with a 

tendency of approaching values in the last decade as a result of increasing index age 
Kovacica. The aging index of Backi Petrovac has doubled during the period, while in 
Kovacica tripled. If one looks at the critical value of 0.40, the chart shows that the value 
was exceeded already in the census 1971, which means that the share of the population to 
19 years and 60 years and over is devastating, because the ratio exceeded 1 by the last 
census, and the proportion of elderly population is higher than the share of young. 
 

    3.5. The aging coefficient 
Aging coefficient (x) only takes into account the relationship of individual major age 

groups and total population. When the share of persons aged 60 and over reaches 12%, it is 
considered that the population began to age (Djurdjev, S. B., 2001). 
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Figure 17: Comparative review of the aging coefficient of Backi Petrovac and 
Kovacica in the period 1961-2002 

(source: The Republic Institute for Statistics, Population Census 1961-2002) 
 

Taking into account that the population begins to age when the old share reaches 
12%, based on the chart it can be concluded that the aging coefficient of Backi Petrovac 
since 1961 exceeds the critical value, while in Kovacica it happened in the next census 
1971. Census 2002 recorded values over 20, which can be characterized as extremely 
negative, because this is almost double compared to the critical value. The increase was 
particularly high between the last two censuses, and the trend is almost fully coincides in 
both settlements. 

 
3.6. The demographic dependency rate 
There is a small number of municipalities in Vojvodina province that have the 

demographic potential. The development process of population aging can be seen through 
functional relations between specific age groups. It is best illustrated by the demographic 
dependency rate (relation between the population 65+ and the active population (15-64)). 
Socio-economic consequences of demographic transition and population aging are reflected 
in reduction of social vitality and activity, a huge economicburden for resource allocations 
health, social and pension insurance.  

With increasing numbers of elderly impose certain types of problems such 
as increasing expenditures for health care, social security.The increase of this 
rate affects the emigration factor involving only the young population of active population 
contingent.  
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Figure 18: Comparative review of the demographic rate of Backi Petrovac and 

Kovacica in the period 1961-2001 
(source: The Republic Institute for Statistics, Population Census 1961-2002) 

    
 Both settlements have the high value of this rate, which is for Backi Petrovac more 
than average in Serbia (about 24).  
 

3.7. Age structure types 
 Clearer perception of regional differences in the attained age demographic, as well 
as consideration of striking changes in age structure can be achieved by aligning the 
different types of population age structure. Population age structure is analyzed based on 
three high shares of the population age groups: young, mature and old, and based on the 
share of children, parents and grandparents. To determine the type of population based on 
the relationship between three age groups used different classifications: Sandberg typology, 
Mladen Friganovic typology, Edward Roset typology and typology of the United Nations 
(Djurdjev, S. B., 2001). 
 

3.7.1. Sandberg typology  
 The typology analysis three types of population and therefore cannot illustrate any 
changes in age structure of given population, where the pure types do not appear. Its 
significance is that it distinguishes a group of reproductive population, and, along with the 
intersection with gender structure, it is suitable for the analysis of natural changes of 
population (Djurdjev, S. B., 2001). The following table classifies the population of Backi 
Petrovac, Vojvodina and Kovacica into the specific types by the Sandberg typology, based 
on the share of large age groups. 
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Таble 2: The population types of Backi Petrovac, Kovacica and Vojvodina by 
Sandberg 

% of population in age group The 
Census 

year 

The town 
Vojvodina 

0-14 15-49 50+ 

The population 
type 

 

Backi Petrovac 24,3 47,2 28,5 Regressive 

Kovacica 27 51,2 21,7 Stationary 

 
 

1961. 
 Vojvodina 26,6 50 23 Stationary 

Backi Petrovac 19,3 49,8 30,9 Stationary 
Kovacica 21,2 53,4 24,4 Stationary 

 
 

1971. 
 Vojvodina 21,1 54,4 24 Stationary 

Backi Petrovac 18,8 47,5 33,4 Regressive 
Kovacica 19 51,7 29,2 Regressive 

 
 

1981. 
 Vojvodina 20 51,6 28,4 Regressive 

Backi Petrovac 18 47,1 34,6 Regressive 
Kovacica 19,2 47,6 32,1 Regressive 

 
 

1991. 
 Vojvodina 19,2 48,5 32,3 Regressive 

Backi Petrovac 15,6 48 36,4 Regressive 
Kovacica 15,6 49,4 34,8 Regressive 

 
 

2002. 
 Vojvodina 15,9 49,4 34,3 Regressive 

Source: The Republic Institute for Statistics, Population Census 1961-2002 
 

Based on data from Table 6 it can be seen the decrease of the young population 
share, 0 - 14 years, and adult population, 15 - 49 years, the share of elderly population, 50 
and over is increasing for all three series. The oldest generation shows constant increase of 
the share of the total observed population. Due to changes in the socio - economic structure 
in the new typologies age limits were moved: the young population to 19 years,  mature to 
20-59 years, old to 60 and over or 65 years and over, that will be seen in the following 
tables and charts. 
  

3.7.2. The classification by Mladen Friganovic 
 This classification distinguishes five types of population based on the share of the 
population age group to 19 years and population aged 60 and older. The following table 
shows in which demographic stadium is population of Backi Petrovac, Vojvodina and 
Kovacica by the typology of Mladen Friganovic. 
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Таble 3: The population types of Backi Petrovac, Kovacica and Vojvodina by 
Friganovic 

% of population in age group The 
census 
year 

The town 
Vojvodina 

0-19 60 + 

 
The population type 

 

Backi Petrovac 30,5 15,3 The old age 

Kovacica 34 10,5 On the threshold of old 
age 1961. 

Vojvodina 33,2 11,8 The population aging 

Backi Petrovac 27,6 20,2 Deep old age 

Kovacica 29,9 14,4 The old age 1971. 

Vojvodina 30 14,8 The old age 

Backi Petrovac 24,9 19,2 Deep old age 

Kovacica 25,8 15,8 The old age 1981. 

Vojvodina 26,9 14,9 The old age 

Backi Petrovac 24,1 19,4 Deep old age 
Kovacica 25,7 18,3 Deep old age 1991. 

Vojvodina 25,7 18,7 Deep old age 
Backi Petrovac 22,1 22,4 Deep old age 
Kovacica 22,5 21,6 Deep old age 2002. 

Vojvodina 22,6 21,4 Deep old age 
Source: The Republic Institute for Statistics, Population Census 1961-2002 

 
The table clearly shows that none of the series showed the type of population that is 

characterized by the stadium of youth, from the very beginning of the period. 
The population of Backi Petrovac was in the stadium of aging since 1961, while the 
population of Kovacica was on the threshold of old age since 1961, and from following 
census year it moved to the old age stadium, named by Friganovic.  

Since 1981 the population of each settlement has been in the stadium of deep old 
age. The share of population 0-19 years ranged from Backi Petrovac from 30.5% to 22.1%, 
and in Kovacica from 34% to 22.5%. Share of population aged 60 and older exceeded 20% 
for all three series, which means that this population makes the fifth part of the total 
population. It is concluded that in this period a young population is constantly decreasing, 
and the old increases. 
 

3.7.3. The classification by Edward Roset 
 According to this classification, there are four different types of population, 
depending on the share of persons aged 60 and over. According to Edward Roset, 
population which has a share of persons aged 60 and over less than 8% is characterized 
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with demographic youth. More than 10% leads to the aging process, and when the 
proportion exceeds 12%, population is in the stadium of demographic aging. 
 

Таble 4: The population classifications of Backi Petrovac, Kovacica and 
Vojvodina, by Roset 

The Census 
year 

The Town 
Vojvodina 

The share of the 
elderly population 

60 + (%) 
The population characteristics 

Backi Petrovac 15,3 The demographic old age 

Kovacica 10,5 In the aging process 1961. 

Vojvodina 11,8 In the aging process 
Backi Petrovac 20,2 The demographic old age 
Kovacica 14,4 The demographic old age 1971. 

Vojvodina 14,8 The demographic old age 
Backi Petrovac 19,2 The demographic old age 
Kovacica 15,8 The demographic old age 1981. 

Vojvodina 14,9 The demographic old age 
Backi Petrovac 19,4 The demographic old age 
Kovacica 18,3 The demographic old age 1991. 

Vojvodina 18,7 The demographic old age 
Backi Petrovac 22,4 The demographic old age 
Kovacica 21,6 The demographic old age 2002. 

Vojvodina 21,4 The demographic old age 
Source: The Republic Institute for Statistics, Population Census 1961-2002 

 
As can be seen from the table, the population of all three series since 1971 exceeds 

value of 12% share of the older population, and thus enters the stage of demographic aging, 
with a tendency to increase these values to near-doubling, which creates a worrisome 
situation. The population of Vojvodina was, according to Roset, from the beginning of this 
period in the process of aging, because the share of persons aged 60 and over was less than 
12.0% only in 1961, that is, in Vojvodina 11.8%.  In the next three decades, the 
participation of this age group in the total population has increased and in 2002, in 
Vojvodina, amounted to 21.4%. 
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3.7.4. The classification by the United Nations 
 This classification distinguishes three types of people depending on the proportion 
of population aged 65 and older. 
  

Таble 5: The population types, classification by the United Nations 

The 
Census 

year 
 

The town 
Vojvodina 

 
The share of 
the elderly 
population 

 65 + 

 
The population type 

 

Backi Petrovac 10,5 The OLD population 

Kovacica 6,9 The MATURELY population 1961. 

Vojvodina 7,5 The OLD population 

Backi Petrovac 13,9 The OLD population 

Kovacica 8,8 The OLD population 1971. 

Vojvodina 9,7 The OLD population 

Backi Petrovac 15,3 The OLD population 

Kovacica 12,3 The OLD population 1981. 

Vojvodina 11,3 The OLD population 

Backi Petrovac 14,0 The OLD population 

Kovacica 11,8 The OLD population 1991. 

Vojvodina 12,3 The OLD population 

Backi Petrovac 17,2 The OLD population 

Kovacica 15,9 The OLD population 2002. 

Vojvodina 12,3 The OLD population 
Source: The Republic Institute for Statistics, Population Census 1961-2002 

 
 Based on the previous table it can be seen that the population of all three series did 
not show the stadium of young population during this period. According to census 2002, 
the share of people older than 65 years is exceeding 7% which is the limit value, that is, 
values exceed the 15% which is twice as much. If we take into account all processed 
typology Backi Petrovac population can be characterized as regressive, very old, and in 
deep old age demographic, which is the case with Kovacica. If the aging process in Backi 
Petrovac and Kovacica continues to develop at this pace, the population will be older, the 
population number will decrease, which will negatively affect all aspects of life in both 
settlements. If we look at the values of all parameters of the age of population, we can see 
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that they reach their maximum in 2002, when the number of population is decreasing, with 
the assumption that this trend will continue, because of increasing of the share of elderly 
people who are at risk when it comes to mortality. The share of younger categories is 
reduced, which improves the situation of demographic aging and declining population, 
because the contingent of fertility population is decreasing. 

Population aging is not a problem only in these areas. Comparing at the same time 
with data from the municipality and Vojvodina, it can be concluded that the aging of the 
population gets ever wider scale and to become a general trend on the territory of 
Vojvodina. The data presented in Table 23 show that the Vojvodina is, with an average age 
of 39.7 years, the share of young people (under 20) in the total population to 22.6%, and old 
(60 years and over) with 21.4%, in stadium of deep demographic aging. In 1971, Vojvodina 
entered a stadium of demographic aging and according to census 2002, in the whole 
province share of the younger population (5-14 years) does not exceed 13% of the total 
population. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

Vojvodina is an environment with modest demographic potential, so the aging 
population in recent decades has been relatively rapid. Vojvodina is characterized by long-
term trend of decrease of the young and increase of the old people, which is why it entered, 
in 2002, a stage of deep demographic aging. The aging population in the following period 
has resulted in fertile contingent of aging, which directly affects the general decrease in 
birth rate, which deepens and accelerates the demographic aging process. 
Decreasing birth rate and aging population have caused changes in the gender structure, 
whose main feature is reducing the share of male compared to female population. Looking 
at the overall demographic situation in Vojvodina, the problem of aging population is 
facing an increasing number of settlements. 

Backi Petrovac and Kovacica are settlements of agri-industrial nature, but in spite of 
employment in the settlement, the population is looking for work in the nearest cities, 
especially in Belgrade, Pancevo, Novi Sad. This is especially common in the last decade, 
since the country is in poor socio - economic situation, and there is high unemployment and 
low living standards. Due of this, there are migrations of the population of these two 
settlements, especially youth, to the cities or abroad in search for work and better life. 
Young people are forced to limited births, which leads to a reduction in birth rates. The 
high rate of mortality is caused by the increasing share of elderly population. All this leads 
to a reduction in the share of population in the reproductive period, and reduction of the 
population generally. 

Analyzing population by age group according to the above typologies, their share in 
total population and population change in some age groups from census to census, it can be 
concluded that the population of the settlements Backi Petrovac and Kovacica, in the last 
forty years, has an unfavorable age structure, as a consequence of low fertility, increased 
mortality rates and higher average age of the population and increasing life expectancy. 
The situation in both settlements is similar to the situation in whole Vojvodina, and whole 
Serbia: the population entered a deep stage of demographic aging, and what is most 
concerning about this is the fact that the share of age groups 44-49, and all categories over 
50, especially 65 and over increases from census to census, and bad demographic structure 
is expected in the future, if not even worse. 
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These facts bring a number of issues that are reflected in the overall socio-economic 
system, and therefore it’s necessary to take population policy measures, as soon as possible. 
They must be based on realistic assessment, in order to be realizable and reasonable, and 
above all progressive in the long term. Stronger economic growth and rapid radical 
measures in the population policy could slow or even stop the unfavorable natural, 
migratory and structural demographic processes. It is necessary to increase the rate of 
economic growth and employment, while in the field of natural reproduction, in addition to 
creating the appropriate material and social preconditions for establishing a family, are 
important changes in the system of value, in order to motivate young people to spread the 
family. 
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Abstract: After 1989 a new pattern of demographic behavior became characteristic of the rural 
settlements and their population. This transformation was due to the changes in the social and 
political system of post-communist Romania. The demographic behavior of the population is 
influenced by their cultural values, their standards of living and their lifestyle. This paper will analyze 
the evolution of certain demographic indicators like the birth rate, the death rate, the migration and 
total review and the factors which have determined the changes in these indicators since 1989 until 
present.  
 
Rezumat: După 1990, un nou model demografic devine caracteristic pentru aşezările rurale şi pentru 
fondul demografic al acestora. Transformările apărute sunt o consecinţă directă a schimbărilor sociale 
şi politice din România post-socialistă. Comportamentul demografic al populaţiei este influenţat de 
valorile culturale ale acesteia, de standardele şi modurile de viaţă ale acesteia. Lucrarea de faţă 
încearcă să analizeze evoluţia unor indicatori demografici particulari cum sunt rata natalităţii, rata 
mortalităţii, migraţia şi analiza completă a factorilor care au determinat modificările acestor indicatori 
începând cu 1989 şi până în zilele noastre. 
 
Keywords: urbanization, rural exodus, urban exodus, population dynamics. 
Cuvinte cheie: urbanizare, exod rural, exod urban, dinamică demografică. 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
  

The analyzed space is located in the influence area of the capital city and that of 
Ploiesti city. Immediately after 1989 the rural exodus happened, when the rural space lost a 
part of the younger and middle-aged population as a result of the freedom of movement 
from the rural space towards the urban one. After that, the opposite phenomenon to that of 
the rural exodus occurred: a part of the urban population returned to the village as a result 
of the change in mentality of a certain segment of the urban population.  

This segment of the population perceives the rural space as a space which is 
propitious as a residence and which has many more advantages compared to the urban 
space. This phenomenon led to major changes in the characteristics of the rural space and to 
the intensifying of the urbanization process of the rural space. The analyzed area is located 
in the northern part of Ilfov County and in the southern part of Prahova County. The 
Capital influences the concerned rural area only within limited areas and differentially. 
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Thus, the rates of urbanization, development and modernization are really high only in 
certain areas neighboring the capital. Such areas are located along the major arterial roads 
(in this case, National Road No.1) and the areas where certain urban functions of the 
Capital may „migrate” due to the lack of space or environment in the capital (trade 
activities, storage, processing, dwelling, especially secondary, possibly with a high level of 
comfort). I have divided the analyzed region into two groups, the classification criterion 
being the level of economic development. The first group (A) includes the localities 
neighboring the two polarizing centers: the Capital (Baloteşti, Corbeanca, Snagov) and 
Ploieşti (Bărcăneşti).  

The urbanization trends in these areas are stronger and the transport and technical-
building infrastructure developed at a far quicker pace than in the communes outlying the 
area of influence of these polarizing cities. The second group (B) includes the communes 
located half the distance between the two ends of the axis (Ciolpani, Periş, Puchenii Mari, 
Gorgota), and this area includes the communes located no farther than 15 km from this axis 
MoaraVlăsiei, Nuci, Gruiu (Figure 1).  

The populations of the two groups have a different demographic behavior (urban 
demographic behavior is characterized by low birth rates, reduced size of family, marriage 
age which is older as a consequence of the changes impacting women’s status in society, 
lower nuptial gross rates and higher divorce rates determined by a different mentality than 
that in the rural area). Urbanization influences or should influence all sectors, including the 
demographic behavior of the population in the analyzed rural area, which becomes similar 
to that of the urban population. In order to prove such demographic behavior we have 
analyzed the values of certain geo-demographic indicators for the period 1991-2099.  

This study required an analysis and processing of certain statistic data concerning 
the population of the relevant communes, used for the calculation of specific geo-
demographic indicators, data which were obtained from Ilfov County General Statistics 
Department (Bucharest) and Prahova County General Statistics Department (Ploieşti), 
National Institute of Statistics- Bucharest, Municipalities of Snagov commune (General 
Development Plan 2004), Moara Vlăsiei (General Development Plan 1996) and Corbeanca 
(General Development Plan 2003-2004), from Ilfov County Land Use Plan carried-out by 
the National Institute for Research-Development in Land Development and Planning, 
URBAN PROIECT – Bucharest, in 2004, Bucharest- Ilfov Regional Development Plan for 
2007-2013 prepared in 2006 by Bucharest-Ilfov Agency for Regional Development, 
Bucharest Metropolitan Area Planning Centre, Ilfov County Council and Bucharest-Ilfov 
Local Administrations and the Ilfov County Economic-Social Development Strategy for 
2007-2013, study prepared by Ilfov County Council in 2007. For the mapping part of the 
work, the author analyzed and processed assisted by Philcarto software, relevant maps 
obtained from Ilfov County Office of Cadastre, Geodesy and Cartography and the Library 
of the Faculty of Geography of Bucharest University. 
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Figure 1:  Classification of the administrative-territorial units in the space 

adjacent to the axis Bucharest-Ploieşti by the level of the economic development 
 

 
2. THE EVOLUTION OF POPULATION FOR THE PERIODS 1912-2009 

AND 1991-2009 
 

2.1. Absolute increase on the period 
In our analysis of the evolution of the total population of the concerned rural area we 

relied on the statistic data in the population censuses drafted for 1912-2002. The data 
concerning the communes of Prahova County are missing for 1948 (figure 2). 
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Figure 2: Evolution of the population of the rural space adjacent to the axis 

Bucharest-Ploieşti  
(data source: Ilfov County General Statistics Department (Bucharest) and Prahova 

County General Statistics Department Ploieşt); for 2009: locality sheets; 
calculated data) 

  
 The population of Baloteşti, Corbeanca, MoaraVlăsiei, Snagov and Bărcăneşti hits 
all-time high in 2009 due to the settlement of a high percentage of urban population after 
2002. The highest rate of urban-rural migration was between 2003-2007. The rural 
population returned to their birthplaces after the start of the economic crisis (figure 3).  
 

 
Figure 3: Evolution of the population of the administrative-territorial units in the 

area adjacent to the axis Bucharest-Ploieşti for the period 1912-2009 
(data source: I.C.G.S.D.; P.C.G.S.D) 

 
The population of Ciolpani, Periş, Gorgota and Puchenii Mari was the largest in 

1977 as a consequence of Decree no. 770/1966 imposed by the Communist political regime 
by which the State encouraged the growth of the birth rate (pro-natalist policy). This value 
will never be reached subsequently because the migration balance in these communes was 
negative and much lower than registered in the communes in the previous group (Table 1). 
Nuci is the only commune from the 11 communes where the population hits all-time low in 
2009. This is mainly due to the geographical position in the county and the large distance 
from the capital compared to the other 7 communes, the relative isolation from the capital 
and the major axis, National Road 1. The maximum value is reached in Baloteşti which, 
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due to the fact that it is crossed by DN1 and that it is located approximately 15 km from 
Bucharest, was “invaded” by a segment of population (coming mainly from the urban 
environment) which has recently settled here and by investors in various areas (mainly, real 
estate). In 2009 the rural area adjacent to the axis Bucharest-Ploieşti had a population of 
68076 inhabitants (the maximum value for the analyzed period, 1991-2009). From 1992 
until 2002 the total population followed a descending trend, due to the rural exodus 
characteristic of developing countries. After 2002 the total population slightly increases due 
to the final migration of the urban population who returned to their birthplaces or moved 
wishing to live far from air and noise pollution of the cities from which they migrated 
(figure 4).  

 
Table 1: Minimum value and maximum value of the absolute increase for the 

period 1912-2009 and the year when it is reached 
Minimum Maximum Commune 

year nr.of. 
inhabitants 

year no.of 
inhabitants 

Absolute increase 
(no.of inhabitants)  

(1912-2009) 

Baloteşti 1912 1075 2009 6790 5715 
Cioplani 1912 3408 1977 5203 966 

Corbeanca 1912 1975 2009 4437 2462 
Gruiu 2002 6591 1956 8836 -33 

Moara Vlăsiei 1912 3060 2009 5910 2850 
Nuci 2009 2801 1956 5850 -1686 
Periş 1912 3940 1977 8076 3084 

Snagov 1912 3630 2009 6263 2633 
Bărcăneşti 1912 2957 2009 9592 6635 
Gorgota 1912 3517 1977 6135 1884 

Puchenii Mari 1912 5476 1977 9808 3335 
Data source: I.C.G.S.D., P.C.G.S.D.; Calculated data 

 

 
Figure 4: Evolution of the number of inhabitants of the rural space adjacent to the 

axis Bucharest-Ploieşti for the period 1991-2009 
(data source: I.C.G.S.D., P.C.G.S.D.; Calculated data) 

 
  “The absolute increase is the difference between the number of the population at the 
end of the period and at the beginning of the period” (Vert, C., 1995, p.16). The reference 
periods chosen for the comparative analysis are 1912-2009 and 1991-2009. The maximum 
value is registered in Bărcăneşti commune where the population increased by 6635 
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inhabitants during 1912-2009, followed by Baloteşti commune where the population 
increased by 5715 inhabitants in the same period. 

The maximum value of the absolute increase for the period 1991-2009 was 
registered in Baloteşti commune, whose population increased by 1299 inhabitants. In this 
commune, similarly to other communes in group A (Corbeanca, where the population 
increased by 903 inhabitants during the same period, and Snagov where the population 
increased by 987 inhabitants), the population increased due to the final urban-rural 
migrations and not to a high birth rate. The minimum value is reached in the communes in 
group B where the population decreased significantly, the most relevant example being 
Nuci commune where the population decreased by 688 inhabitants. The same locality 
reached the minimum value for the period 1912-2009, the reduction of the population being 
of 1686 inhabitants, reduction caused by the rural exodus, a demographic phenomenon 
which had as effect a significant decline in the birth rate because most of the people having 
migrated were young and fertile. 
 

2.2. Annual mean increase  
This is the “ratio between the absolute increase and the number of full years during 

the reference period” (Vert, C., 1995, p.17). The value of the annual mean increase is the 
average number of persons by which the population of the communes increases per year 
during 1912-2009 and 1991-2009. 

Similarly to the previous indicator, the maximum value is reached in Bărcăneşti 
commune, where the number of inhabitants increased in average by 68 inhabitants per year, 
followed by Baloteşti commune (the annual mean increase being 59 inhabitants). The 
minimum value is reached in Nuci, where, as revealed by the analysis of other indicators, 
the population decreased in average by 17 inhabitants per year for the period 1912-2009, 
and by 38 inhabitants in average per year for the period 1991-2009. The phenomenon of 
population aging is characteristic of the same commune, as I have observed by analyzing 
the structure of the population by age group and average age of the population.  

The average annual mean increase of 11 communes is 26 inhabitants/year for the 
period 1912-2009 and 5 inhabitants/year for the period 1991-2009. The population of the 
analyzed rural space increased in average by 287 inhabitants/year in the last 97 years and 
by 52 inhabitants per year in the last 18 years. 

 
2.3. Crude rate of increase 
This indicator „is the ratio between the population increase and the number of the 

population from the beginning of the period expressed in percentages” (Vert, C., 1995, 
p.17). The rate of increase indicates the growth of that community by reference to 100 
inhabitants. For having a relevant analysis we calculated the value of these indicators for 
the rural environment of Romania as well. The Romanian rural population drops by -9.66% 
and by -0.10% respectively during the two reference periods. The analyzed rural area has a 
rate of increase of 69% for the period 1912-2009 and of 1.5% for the period 1991-2009, 
compared to the Romanian rural environment which has a negative rate of increase during 
the same periods (figure 5). The highest increase for the period 1912-2009 is reached in 
Baloteşti commune (531%). For the period 1991-2009 the maximum increase is reached in 
Corbeanca commune (25.55%), followed by Baloteşti commune (23.65%). 
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Figure 5: Crude rate of increase of the population of the rural settlements in the 

space adjacent to the axis Bucharest-Ploieşti and of the Romanian rural 
population for the periods 1912-2009 and 1991-2009 

(data source: I.C.G.S.D., P.C.G.S.D.; Calculated data) 
 

 2.4. Mean annual rate of increase  
 Mean annual rate of increase determined as the ratio between the annual mean 
increase and the number of population at the beginning of the period expressed in 
percentages (Vert, C., 1995, p.18). The Romanian rural population drops by 10868 
inhabitants (-0.10%) and by 724 inhabitants respectively (-0.006%) in average per year. For 
the analyzed rural area we have determined the value of this indicator as the average of the 
indicators for the 11 communes, for both reference periods. The comparison between the 
mean annual rate of increase of the Romanian rural environment and that of the analyzed 
region reveals that this region, unlike other rural areas in Romania, is not characterized by 
depopulation. This increase is attributed to the fact that the number of the communes 
characterized by a positive increase of migration is higher than that those characterized by 
large migration (we especially refer to the rural exodus). 

 
3. NATURAL MOVEMENT OF POPULATION 

 
 3.1. Birth rate  

The birth rate of the area analyzed for the period 1991-2009 is between 8.80‰ in 
2001 and 10.70‰ in 2008 and 2009. The analysis of the chart of the birth rate indicates that 
during the 19 years no significant changes were recorded from one year to another (Fig. 6). 
The most important change occurred in 2001, when the absolute minimum value was 
recorded and the birth rate decreased by 0.93‰, compared to 2000 when it was 9.73‰. 
Until 2004 the values of this rate fluctuated from 9.22‰ in 1991 to 8.96‰ in 2003, and 
subsequently slightly increased up to the maximum value in 2009. Significant changes in 
the demographic behavior of the population of the analyzed region may only be noted in 
communes.  
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The birth rate of the analyzed region for the period 2002-2006 are close to that of the 
national average for the same period: between 9.83‰ and 10.17‰ in the analyzed region 
and 9.70-10.20‰ in Romania. If in 2002 there are no significant differences (9.15‰ in the 
analyzed region and 9.70‰ in Romania), in 2003 the difference is approximately 1‰: 
8.96‰ in the analyzed region and 9.80‰ in Romania. 

 

 
Figure 6: Birth rate and mortality rate of the rural population of the space 

adjacent to the axis Bucharest-Ploieşti for the period 1991-2009 
(data source: I.C.G.S.D., P.C.G.S.D.; Calculated data) 

  
 The birth rate is low in the rural area adjacent to the axis Bucharest–Ploieşti, 
because the population of childbearing age has migrated, in particular to urban areas and 
abroad. Another reason is that the large majority of those who have settled permanently in 
this region come from urban areas, and they have preserved their customs and continue to 
stick to a specifically urban demographic behavior. 
 
 3.2. Mortality rate  
 Over 1991-2009 the mortality rate in the analyzed space ranged between 13.07‰ 
(2001) and 16.61‰ (2005) (Fig. 6). The relevant evolution chart for 1991-2000 shows that 
the mortality rate ranged between 14-15‰, with a slight drop in 2001 (the year with the 
lowest birth rate of the analyzed time period), but it surged to 16.61 ‰ in 2005. It reported 
a new drop up to 2009 (13.83‰ in 2006 and 13.87‰ in 2008). Consequently, the mortality 
rate has not seen major changes in the area encompassing the 11 rural settlements under 
analysis. The comparison of such rate over 2002-2006 – the time period in respect of which 
data are available at national level – showed that the mortality rates in the concerned rural 
space are higher than the national averages (between 11.90‰ and 12.40‰ for the 
concerned time period). Moreover, at commune level no major changes occurred in 
mortality rates over those 19 years. In 1992, Baloteşti had the lowest mortality rate (8.12‰) 
of the 11 rural settlements, followed by the localities of Moara-Vlăsiei (12.37‰) and 
Bărcăneşti (13.14‰). By contrast, in 1992 Gruiu and Nuci had rates slightly above 20‰. 
No significant changes occurred in 2002 and 2009. Once more Baloteşti had the lowest 
mortality rate. In 2009 Nuci commune preserves its status as the commune with the highest 
mortality rate (21.97‰).  
 We can get an explanation of the low mortality rates of Baloteşti and of the high 
ones of Gruiu and Nuci if we analyze the structure of population age groups and if we 
calculate the population’s mean age. For instance, in 2002 the mean age of Baloteşti and 
Nuci was 35 years and 47 years, respectively. The economic development level of Nuci and 
Gruiu was below that of Baloteşti in 2002 and the situation is still the same. In 2002 the 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                          Florentina ION BUZĂIANU • 69

persons aged 60 or over 60 accounted for 15.57% of Baloteşti’s total population and for 
40.72% of Nuci’s total population, respectively. Baloteşti has a favorable geographic 
location, quite close to the capital city. Besides, its being crossed by DN1 (National Road 
No.1) renders it - from a multiple perspective - an enticing location for investors from 
various economic fields. The industrial facilities as well as the other companies operating in 
the commune ensure jobs for the local residents and consequently the migration is stopped. 
The commune residents who have no jobs in Baloteşti can travel without difficulty to 
Bucharest or to other neighboring localities. However, this is not the case with Nuci and 
Gruiu, given their unfavorable geographic location, outlying the capital city’s area of 
influence. Unlike Baloteşti or the other group A communes (Corbeanca, Snagov, 
Bărcăneşti) Nuci and Gruiu have seen drops in population due to the rural exodus occurred 
mainly after the fall of the Communist regime, and such drops could not be countered by 
the final migration from urban areas to rural ones. 
 
 3.3. Natural demographic balance sheet  

I calculated the value of the demographic balance sheet as such difference between 
birth rate and mortality rate and we obtained negative values throughout 1991-2009. In 
such situations, we are dealing with a natural deficit (i.e. birth rate is lower than mortality 
rate). The lowest values were those reported in 2003 (-6.69‰) and 2005 (-6.71‰), while 
the highest values were reported in 2006-2009 (ranging between -3.17‰ in 2008 and -
3.66‰ in 2006). Romania’s natural demographic balance sheets are negative as well over 
2002-2006 (ranging between -2.70‰ and -1.8‰), but roughly 2-3 times higher than the 
values of the analyzed area (between -6.71‰ and -3.66‰). 
 

 
Figure 7: Natural balance sheet, migration balance sheet and total balance of the 

rural space adjacent to axis Bucharest-Ploieşti over 1991-2009 
(data source: I.C.G.S.D., P.C.G.S.D.; Calculated data) 

 
4. POPULATION’S MIGRATION 

 
 By analyzing the migration balance sheet chart and the table below it becomes 
apparent that, except Baloteşti, all the other communes of the rural area adjacent to the axis 
Bucureşti-Ploieşti have reported minimum values at the beginning of the concerned time 
period (1991-1993) (Table 2). The only commune with a positive migration balance sheet 
in 1991 (i.e. 10.02‰) was Baloteşti. Nuci had the lowest minimum value, fact that has 
already been mentioned in the previous chapters. After 1991, Nuci saw a mass migration 
(rural exodus), in particular the mass migration of persons of childbearing age, and 
consequently it is now facing demographic ageing.  
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Table 2: The minimum and maximum values of the migration balance sheet, the 

years when such values occurred and the time periods of negative migration 
balance sheet 

 
Commune 

Minimum 
value (‰) and 
the year when 

it occurred  

Maximum value 
(‰) and the 
year when it 

occurred 

 
Time periods of negative migration 

balance sheet 

Baloteşti -2.48 2001 43.07 1992 2001 
Ciolpani -11.29 1992 23.49 2008 1991-1995, 1997, 1999, 2001-2002 
Corbeanca -15.19 1992 65.59 2008 1991-1996, 1999-2000 
Gruiu -19.07 1991 20.48 2008 1991-1996, 2001-2002 
Moara-Vlăsiei -5.21 1993 21.38 2008 1991-1996, 2001-2002 
Nuci -22.22 1991 15.95 2009 1991-1997, 1999, 2001-2002 
Periş -13.20 1991 16.66 2009 1991-1992, 1998-2000 
Snagov 1.71 1991 41.87 2008 - 
Bărcăneşti  -9.33 1991 11.62 2005 1991, 1995-1996, 1999 
Gorgota -5.52 1991 5.49 2004 1991-1995, 1997-1998 
Puchenii Mari -3.35 1991 6.56 2004 1991-1993, 1999-2000 
Rural space 
under analysis 

-6.85 1991 18.57 2008 1991, 1995-1996 

Data source: I.C.G.S.D., P.C.G.S.D.; Calculated data; 
 
Snagov was the only commune with a positive migration balance sheet throughout 

the concerned time period, as it continued as a preferred choice both for urban citizens 
willing to settle down in the peri-urban area adjoining Bucharest, and for real estate 
investors. Corbeanca commune is a similar case, with the highest value of the migration 
balance sheet (65.59‰ in 2008). 
 In most of these communes, the maximum values occurred in 2008-2009. A 
plausible explanation of the fact could be the economic crisis, which set in and generated 
“return migration”. In 1995-2007, most of those who came as new residents to rural areas 
had financial situations above average and were aiming to live in houses that were larger 
and more comfortable than their urban dwellings, but after 2007 most of those migrating 
from urban areas to rural ones were driven by their no longer being able to pay for their 
utility bills. This new migrant type finds lower costs of living and cheaper houses in rural 
areas and that because after the economic crisis set in real estate prices dwindled 
dramatically in the area under analysis. These migrants are old pensioners returning to their 
native places, inheritors of real estates or even young people who no longer afford to pay 
their urban house rent. By analyzing the values in table 2 we noticed that 1991-1996, which 
was a time of rural exodus, was the period of negative migration balance sheets in most of 
the communes. However, since 2003, none of the 11 communes has had a negative 
migration balance sheet. 
 The situation of the concerned area is encouraging, because the migration balance 
sheet was positive throughout the entire time period, except for 1991, when it was -6.85‰ 
but also except for 1995-1996, when it was slightly below zero (-0.81‰ and -0.85‰). The 
area saw a development under the influence of Bucharest and Ploieşti city, and the balance 
between emigrations and immigrations was maintained until 2002, when the number of 
domiciles installed there started to increase on a continuous basis. Some of the causes that 
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in our opinion justify the positive values of the migration balance sheet are mainly the 
modernization of the technical, building and transportation infrastructure, of the health and 
education facilities but also the modernization of other public service facilities for the 
population.  
 

5. THE GENERAL DEMOGRAPHIC BALANCE AND THE TOTAL 
DEMOGRAPHIC BALANCE  

 
 This demographic indicator includes the natural and the migratory demographic 
balance, being the “expression of the feed-back characteristic of an open system, in this 
case the population” (Vert, C., 1995, p.21). Thus, according to the cited author, the two 
characteristics of the systems will be determined by entries (births and immigrations) and 
exits (deaths and emigrations). Calculating the values of entries and exits for the years 
1992, 2002 and 2009 I have found the three situations listed by the author cited above, the 
general demographic balance being:  
- positive, when the entries are higher than the exits, when the population increases due to 
the birth rate and immigration, 
- equal to zero, when the population stagnates, 
- negative, when the population decreases due to the death rate and emigration. 

For 1992 the first situation is when the number of entries is higher than the number 
of exits, and this is the case with Baloteşti, Snagov and Bărcăneşti. The sum of births and 
immigrations for Baloteşti is approximately three times higher than the sum of deaths and 
emigrations. As the first two communes are concerned, this situation is due to the high 
number of settling domicile in the locality, meanwhile in the case of the third commune the 
reason is both the relatively high number of establishments of domicile compared to the 
changes of domicile from the locality and a high birth rate. As the other rural settlements 
are concerned the difference between the number of entries and exits is not significant.  

The second situation is when the number of entries is lower than the exits. The 
highest differences are those recorded in Nuci and Gruiu, where the entries are 
approximately three times and a half, and respectively three times lower than the exits. 
Except for Moara-Vlăsiei, Gorgota and Puchenii Mari, where the difference between exits 
and entries is insignificant, the calculations indicate that the entries are two times lower 
than the exits for the other communes (Ciolpani, Corbeanca and Periş). In 1992 the rural 
area studied had an insignificant difference between the entries (1783 inhabitants) and exits 
(2012 inhabitants), and this is a good thing since after 1989 a large migration of the 
population was characteristic for the rural area.  

In 2002 the first category includes only Baloteşti and Bărcăneşti, the difference 
between the entries and exits being insignificant, of approximately 30 inhabitants. For 
Bărcăneşti the difference between the establishments of domicile and the changes of 
domicile and between the number of births and deaths is higher, meanwhile these 
differences are insignificant for Baloteşti commune. 

In 2002 the general demographic balance of Snagov commune is negative, thus 
joining the communes having a negative general demographic balance since 1992. Even if 
these communes have close values of establishments of domicile and changes of domicile, 
the general demographic balance is negative because the number of births is low and the 
number of deaths is high. This situation may be the consequence of demographic aging and 
of the fertile population adopting a demographic behavior similar to the urban.  
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The fertility rate is a clear indicator of the population’s mentality, as it expresses an 
attitude towards modern urban life. The factors impacting the fertility level (namely 
economic, political, social and cultural factors, as well as women’s status in society, 
religion, general psychological environments, and population’s age) also impact birth rates. 
A comparative analysis of all the rural areas in the concerned region was only possible for 
the year 2002. The high fertility rate of Nuci (94.74%) is due to the low number of women 
of childbearing age: 45 live births to 475 women of childbearing age, while in 2002 
Ciolpani commune for instance had 41 live births to 1053 women of childbearing age, i.e. a 
similar number of live births but twice as many women of childbearing age. 

The communes where the population has started adopting an urban demographic 
behavior have low fertility rates: Baloteşti, Snagov, Bărcăneşti (group A). The women’s 
status in society is one of the factors impacting the general fertility rate because nowadays, 
female mentality has changed in developed countries, with women dedicating more time to 
their education (high school, post-high school, university and even post-graduate education) 
and then to their career, in their early adult life. This type of demographic behavior finds its 
explanation in the large number of urban immigrants coming to inhabit these communes. 
We have found another explanation of the fact in Vasile Miftode’s “Migration and Urban 
Development” (Ro.“Migraţiile şi dezvoltarea urbană”), a work stating that the settlement of 
newcomers to the rural areas entails some sort of „cultural syncretism”, manifest through 
the „co-existence of cultural standards”, namely the coexistence of urban standards (or of 
only some of them) with rural ones, with the initial population undergoing to some extent a 
change in their way of life. Thus, some of the rural inhabitants adopt some of the 
newcomers’ rules of behavior, amid the current social background of the rural 
environment’s transformation, modernization and urbanization, which implicitly brings 
about changes in the mentality of rural residents. 

The high rate of Corbeanca commune is seen as a result of the recent settlement of 
young population. High rates are also reported in Nuci commune, due to the fact that the 
local demographic behavior is rural (women have lower education levels, marry at younger 
ages, use birth control techniques only to a limited extent) and the number of women of 
childbearing age is low, because of the demographic ageing. The communes under analysis 
have various general fertility rates due to the fact that women have various levels of 
education, they get married at different ages, marriage stability varies while the use of birth 
control techniques is different. A distinct situation in 2002 is that of Corbeanca where the 
value of the general demographic balance is close to zero. The number of entries (82 
inhabitants of which 32 live births and 50 establishments of domicile in locality) is close to 
the number of exits (87 inhabitants of which 52 deaths and 35 changes of domicile from the 
locality). The difference between the number of entries (1429 inhabitants) and exits (1623) 
in 2002 for the analyzed rural area is insignificant just like in 1992, even if the general 
demographic balance is negative. In 2009 the general demographic balance is positive, the 
number of the population increased by 814 inhabitants due to the birth rate and immigration 
(the number of entries is 2612 inhabitants and exits is 1798 inhabitants), this situation is 
due to the high number of establishments of domicile in the member localities (1883 
inhabitants) and not due to the number of births (729 live births, the birth rate being 
10.70‰).  The communes where the general demographic balance is negative are only 
Gorgota and Puchenii Mari in Prahova County, but the difference between entries and exits 
is insignificant.  
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Corbeanca is the commune having the highest value of this indicator, the number of 
entries (396 inhabitants) being three times and a half higher than the exits (108 inhabitants). 
Except for Gruiu and Nuci, where the general demographic balance is positive but in 
relation to which the calculations indicate that the difference between entries is exits is low, 
for the remaining communes (Baloteşti, Moara-Vlăsiei, Periş, Snagov and Bărcăneşti) the 
number of entries being approximately two times higher than the exits.  The sum of the 
natural demographic balance sheet and the migration balance sheet in the concerned area 
ranged between -11.87‰ in 1991 and 15.40‰ in 2008, when the largest number of 
domiciles of the1991-2009 time period were installed there. The total demographic balance  
became positive in 2003 (0.57‰) and preserved its positive values until the end of the 
concerned time period, whereas the natural demographic balance sheet was negative and 
the migration balance sheet exceeded 8‰ (figure 8). 

 
CONCLUSIONS 

 
The main factor generating migrations in the analyzed region is the economic factor. 

In the communes in group A defined at the beginning of this work, mainly urban-rural 
migrations take place, migrations which tend to be a new social phenomenon consisting in 
the “flow” of the population of the big cities towards the suburban areas, as Snagov, 
Corbeanca, Baloteşti, Ciolpani and Bărcăneşti, a phenomenon which determines social and 
economic shifts in the rural space subject to analysis (urban demographic behavior, shifts in 
the job market). The rate of this type of migrations used to be high up to the end of 2008 
when the crisis also affected the real estate market in the area.  

In the communes in group B mainly rural-rural migrations take place, from the less 
developed rural areas to areas where the industrial production growth rate increased due to 
the establishment of industrial units or to the modernization of the already existing units or 
towards rural areas undergoing an urbanization process as the communes Snagov, 
Corbeanca, Baloteşti, where new jobs were also created in the services sector – nannies, 
maids, gardeners, cooks, pool attendants – due to the establishment of an urban population 
segment in above average circumstances that requires labor force. A high rate of 
commuting phenomenon is also characteristic for these localities because of the lack of jobs 
and due to the population abandoning the main activity – agriculture.  

The birth rate is lower in the communes in group B because of the ageing 
population. This is caused by the migration of the young population to other more 
developed rural areas (sometimes to the areas in group A) or to the urban environment 
(mainly to the Capital and the Municipality of Ploieşti). The death rate is higher in the 
communes in group B due to a lower standard of living of the population and implicitly the 
lower life expectancy at birth by reference to the communes in group A.  
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Figure 8: The total demographic balance of the administrative-territorial units and 

the total population of the rural settlements 
(data source: I.C.G.S.D., P.C.G.S.D.; Calculated data) 

 
The migration balance in the communes in group B is negative because of the 

insufficient jobs and because of the fact that the rate of general development in these 
communes is slower than the rate in the communes in group A. The localities in group A 
have a similar evolution of the migration rate and a more varied job market and 
consequently the segment of the population commuting as well as the changes of domicile 
are lower. 
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Abstract: Human everyday activities have intensive impacts on the environment, and have always 
changed and adapted the nature to meet human needs, especially when the goal is to secure existence. 
Among the natural resources that are particularly endangered, especially nowadays, game is 
endangered as well. Sustainable development of hunting tourism is a process that allows its optimal 
implementation and progress, without degradation and exhaustion of natural factors on which it is 
based, and these are primarily game (wild animals) and hunting grounds. Nature protection has from 
the initial - a partial access, gradually developed, so in the modern era it has taken the character of the 
complex aspect of environmental protection. In this way, from the active nature protection, through 
the concept of integrated protection, nature protection today is based on the concept of sustainable 
development, which is applicable in all forms of protection, even in hunting and hunting tourism. 
Common to all areas relevant to the concept of sustainable development are the principles that 
proclaim that comprehensive, unified, rational and scientifically based protection, and priority is 
given to long-term plans.  
 
Rezumat: Activităţile umane de zi cu zi au un impact intens asupra mediului, şi s-au schimbat şi 
adaptat mereu la natură pentru a satisface nevoile umane, în special atunci când scopul este de a 
asigura existenţa. Resursele naturale  sunt deosebit de ameninţate, în special în zilele noastre. 
Dezvoltarea durabilă a turismului de vânătoare este un proces care permite punerea sa în aplicare 
optimă şi progresul său fără a  degrada şi epuiza resursele naturale pe care se bazează, acestea fiind în 
primul rând animalele sălbatice şi alte resurse de de vânătoare. Protejarea naturii s-a dezvoltat treptat, 
astfel încât în epoca modernă a îmbrăcat aspectul complex de protecţie a mediului natural. În acest 
fel, de la protecţia activă a naturii, prin conceptul de protecţie integrată, protecţia naturii de astăzi se 
bazează pe conceptul de dezvoltare durabilă, care se aplică în toate formele de protecţie, chiar şi în 
turismul de vânătoare. Comune pentru toate domeniile relevante pentru conceptul de dezvoltare 
durabilă sunt principiile care proclamă faptul că în cadrul protecţiei complete, unitare, raţionale şi 
ştiinţifice se acordă prioritate planurilor şi strategiilor pe termen lung. 
 
Keywords:  nature protection, game, preventive measures, hunting ground, GIS 
Cuvinte cheie: protecţia naturii, joc, măsuri preventive, fond de vânătoare, GIS 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

Human everyday activities have intensive impacts on the environment, and have 
always changed and adapted the nature to meet human needs, especially when the goal is to 
secure existence. Game was and still is an important natural resource. The term game is 
defined by law, and it includes certain species of mammals and birds (Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management, Republic of Serbia, 2010). However, in the 
narrow sense, game are those wild animals that are potential subjects of hunting. 
(Prentović, R., 2008, p .28). However, the game cannot be defined like a simple sum of 
species eligible for hunting, because it is a complex set of different elements that make up 
ecosystems and biodiversity. So, in every ecosystem there is a rule of natural balance, as 
long as relations between the most important factors such as water, oxygen, carbon, plants, 
animals and microorganisms are not disturbed (Beuković, M., 2007, p. 182). The positive 
impact of hunting in preserving the ecological balance is reflected in the protection of 
hunting spaces, improvement of wildlife biotope, harvesting and game protection, 
reintroduction of species, etc. Poaching may react as a destabilizing factor, which is caused 
by the uncontrolled and unplanned shooting or by ignoring the hunting ethics. Similar 
negative effects have contributed to near extinction of some game species. This 
phenomenon was already present during middle of the 19th century, accordingly with the 
development of modern weapons. In any case, any excessive, unplanned and uncontrolled 
exploitation (shooting) of wild animals leads to disruption of ecological balance, because it 
rapidly exhausts the resources on which the hunting management is based (game is a 
resource that is only partially renewable). 

So, development of hunting management would have features of sustainable 
development only if the shooting of game is strictly controlled and planed. The hunting of 
wild animals should be strictly carried out according to annual management plans that 
should be made in accordance with the situation (conditions) in the hunting ground. 
(Markovic, V., 2010a). A complete stop of hunting would stop development of hunting 
economy and hunting tourism, which are important industries in many countries. 
 

2. HUNTING TOURISM FACTS 
 

As the hunting organizations are NGOs, funds are provided through the sale of 
hunted game, apart from membership fees of hunters. However, there are several different 
types of shooting game, where each type of hunting has its own function. Thus, in cases 
where certain specimens are injured or ill, it results with sanitary shooting to protect the rest 
of the wildlife population from spreading the infection. It is clear that this shoot is not a part 
of hunting tourism, because shooting is done by gamekeepers and sanitary services. 
Selective shooting is a kind of hunting, when game individuals with poor genetic structure, 
are brought out from the population, in order to provide the highest quality of genotype and 
phenotype in the hunting area. 

Although this is a game with fewer trophies, often with anomalies and irregularity, 
selective shooting is quite popular kind of hunting among hunters, especially among those 
that have modest funds for hunting. It improves the qualitative structure of the game 
population, while at the same time through hunting tourism, significant income is made. 
The form of hunting with the highest profit is trophy hunting. Here, hunting is focused on 
games that have reached their maximum in terms of quality of trophies and therefore the 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vladimir MARKOVIĆ, Nemanja DAVIDOVIĆ,  Tanja ARMENSKI, Milan BRADIĆ  • 
 

 

79 

economic benefits. One part of the game population which is planned for trophy hunting 
can be viewed as a "sacrifice" of some selected specimens, for the sake of the survival of 
their offspring.  

If hunting company operates professionally and morally, the largest part of funds 
obtained from hunting goes to food, salt and medicines for animals and for build hunting 
breeding facilities, i.e. in a direct way is return to the hunting grounds. There is another 
kind of hunting that has mutual benefit, for the seller hunting company and for the buyer 
hunting company – capturing of live game. Capture is carried out in the clearly defined 
period by law, and in hunting area in which the number of animals is above the economic 
capacity. Hunting companies which export (sell) live game make significant financial 
income, because the price of live animals is up to several times higher than the price of 
shooting. However, the costs of the organization of this kind of hunting are large, and can 
be higher than income. Hunting companies which import (buy) live game, improve the 
structure and abundance of wildlife in their hunting grounds and contribute to the creation 
of ecological balance. It is required by the law that before importing the wild animals into 
hunting ground, health check must be done. Game can be brought to the hunting ground if 
the introduction of such animal does not harm the biological balance. However, this type of 
hunting cannot be considered a part of hunting tourism, because participants are not hunting 
tourists and the effects of hunting tourism arrangements are missing. 

In most hunting grounds, game has to be intensively cultivated (arranging food, 
water and salt, providing prevention medicines, etc.) about five to six months depending on 
the summer and autumn conditions. If we take into consideration the roe deer species, it is 
known that just one head in this period takes 20 kg of grain food and 40 kg of forage crop, 
about 1 kg of rock salt, while the placement of preventive medications in food is also 
necessary. Of course, these quantities are for some species larger (for example for red deer), 
and for some smaller (pheasant, hare, partridge). If we assume that some hunting ground is 
inhabited by several thousand heads of roe deer, several hundred heads of deer, wild pigs, a 
couple of thousand pheasant, partridge, hare and so on, it is clear that the normal 
functioning of hunting ground requires significant funds, and hunting tourism represents a 
source of funding.  

The regulation of natural landscape plays an important role as much as planning 
urban areas, and it deserves special attention. The aim of hunting grounds planning is to 
make optimal conditions for the game’s life, but also to create the hunting grounds suitable 
for the development of hunting tourism. A long time ago, men became aware of their 
destructive effects on nature. After substantiated indication of the negative consequences of 
human impact on nature, there was a need for organised action to restore the natural 
balance. Protection of natural areas began no sooner than in the late 19th century, and the 
1872 the first national park – Yellowstone was found (Stojanovic, V., 2006, p. 117). Since 
that year, the number of nature protected areas is constantly growing. The first statute 
which regulates the protection of fauna in Serbia was created in 1840. It determined closed 
seasons or total ban on hunting of certain species of wild animals. 

The protection of nature can be defined as a set of human activities and measures 
aimed at preserving the natural landscape, quality improvement and rehabilitation of 
degraded areas and their elements. Therefore, protection of nature as an integral part of the 
protection and improvement of the entire human environment includes various preventive 
and operational measures, actions and procedures aimed at preserving natural heritage, their 
improvement and rational use, such as: 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    • Principles of sustainable development of hunting tourism in Vojvodina Region  
 
80 

1. Identification and assessment of the situation, phenomena and processes in nature 
and the region; 

2. Establishing nature protected resources and monitoring system; 
3. Implementation of protection measures of nature and landscapes; 
4. Establishing the conditions and measures of nature conservation and protected 

natural areas and landscapes in spatial and urban plans, project documents, plans 
and programs of management of natural resources in mining, energy, transport, 
water management, agriculture, forestry, hunting, fishing, tourism and other 
sectors of influence in nature; 

5. Sustainable use of natural resources and protected natural resources and control 
their use by establishing a system of management of natural resources and 
protected areas; 

6. Drafting reports about the conditions of nature, the adoption and implementation 
of strategies, programs, and rehabilitation and management plans; 

7. Mitigating the loose effects  in the nature that occurred by use of natural resources 
or natural disasters; 

8. Connecting and harmonizing national system of nature protection with the 
international system of nature protection; 

9. Encouraging scientific and technical research in the field of nature protection; 
10. Informing the public about the conditions of nature, and involving public in 

decision-making on environmental protection; 
11. Encouraging and promoting environmental protection, developing awareness of 

the need to protect nature in the education process; 
12. Involvement of local communities in monitoring, protection and promotion of 

nature (Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning of the Republic of Serbia, 
2009). 

Based on these principles, following aims of nature protection can be set: 
 Maintenance of essential ecological processes and regulations in the nature, as 

necessary conditions for survival of the entire living world, 
 Protection and enhancement of key elements of the environment to ensure better 

living conditions, 
 Preventive protection of nature as a base of sustainable development, 
 Maintenance of genetic, biological and economic value of biodiversity, specially 

rare plants and animals and the overall ecosystems, 
 Conduct qualitative and quantitative characteristics of natural resources in a 

preserved natural environment, 
 Creating quality conditions for various forms of tourism and recreation in nature 

including the hunting tourism; 
The above mentioned aims can be achieved through the following measures: 

 Effective preventive nature protection, 
 Rational use of natural resources, 
 Improvement of the origin relationships in the natural environment, 
 |Permanent protection of the most valuable parts of nature and the vital elements of 

biodiversity. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vladimir MARKOVIĆ, Nemanja DAVIDOVIĆ,  Tanja ARMENSKI, Milan BRADIĆ  • 
 

 

81 

In order to set out the aims optimally, it is necessary to develop environmental 
awareness and culture, to plan the protection at all levels, to provide material and 
organizational conditions for monitoring, develop education, popularization and 
information technology in the field of nature protection etc.  
 

3. BASIC PRINCIPLES OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF 
HUNTING MANAGEMENT AND HUNTING TOURISM IN VOJVODINA 

REGION 
 

Autonomous Province of Vojvodina, as a significant hunting tourism destination, 
occupies about 2 million ha of hunting area. In Vojvodina, most of the hunting grounds are 
managed by 57 hunting associations, which are divided into 394 hunting clubs and sections, 
that together have around 23.000 members. Today, hunting associations are manage over 
90% of hunting area of Vojvodina and hunting organizations are the most important factor 
in managing the hunting in province (Ristic et al., 2009). 

Geographic information systems- GIS, are one of the instruments which can 
contribute to improving hunting and hunting tourism in the region, can be the solution of 
the most acute problems such as negative consequences of intensive agriculture, extensive 
hunting ground management, insufficient health care of the game and inadequate direction 
of development of hunting tourism. Nature protection activity has from the initial- a partial 
access gradually developed to complex aspect of environmental protection. From the active 
nature protection, through the concept of integrated protection, nature protection is based 
on the concept of sustainable development, which is applicable in all forms of protection, 
even in hunting and hunting tourism. Common to all areas relevant to the concept of 
sustainable development are the principles that proclaim that comprehensive, unified, 
rational and scientifically based protection, and priority is given to long-term plans.  

Sustainable development of hunting tourism is a process that allows its optimal 
implementation and progress, without degradation and exhaustion of natural factors on 
which it is based, and these are primarily the game and hunting grounds. 
 

3.1. Principle of ecological sustainability 
This principle is based on the necessity to ensure optimal development and 

maintenance of vital ecological processes, biodiversity and natural resources. This principle 
implies the conservation of biodiversity through the breeding of wild animals, protection, 
production, harvesting and rational use. This means that hunting activity must not lead to a 
permanent reduction of some game species, but to affect the conservation of biological 
balance, through the conservation of biotopes, feeding, reforestation, and destruction of 
parasites etc. Sustainable development of hunting management and hunting tourism, 
through the principle of ecological sustainability is reflected in the following elements: 

   Protection and improvement game’s habitat, which includes conservation and 
improvement of environmental conditions, which are optimally for the existence 
of game. In accordance with the concept of sustainable development of hunting 
management, it is necessary to develop hunting tourism, which will provide 
enough finance, activities and measures for preserving nature and the 
environment, rather than  development of mass-hunting 
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  Protecting wildlife from direct and indirect negative impacts, resulting from 
excessive exploitation of forests, draining wetland areas, cultivation desert areas, 
and general exploitation of wild fauna. Also, it is important to point out the fact 
that the limit of  rational exploitation of game is basically determined by the its 
reproduction possibilities, on which should be pay attention 

  Reintroduction of some game species in hunting grounds, where their number is 
below the economic and biological capacity, means that the artificial production 
and settlement of some species, can increase the number of animals, and therefore 
its exploitation 

  Forming the protection zones within the hunting ground, i.e. separating fifth part 
of hunting ground in the reserve, creates a protection zone in which every form of 
harassment is banned, including the prohibition of hunting in the territory of the 
reserve also during the hunting season. Thus, there is one part of the habitat in 
which game is protected throughout the all year. Beside the reserve, some hunting 
grounds has winter protection zones, which represent parts of the hunting areas 
where game retains during strong and long winters, where intensive breeding is 
done, and all hunting actions are banned. 

  Limiting hunting activities in terms of places, participants, time, weather 
conditions, and species. These restrictions imply that in order to ensure the safety 
of people, property and wildlife, hunting activity may be conducted only in the 
territory of the hunting area (law specifically defined what is considered a 
hunting ground).  Further, types of weapons and ammunition that are allowed for 
hunt certain game species are defined by law. 

  As men- hunters became aware of the fact that the game is in fact a partly 
renewable resource, many countries introduced gamekeepers in the 17th and 18th 
century (Ristic et al., 2008). 

The best way to assess the situation in the hunting grounds is by analyzing several 
related parameters such as the number of game, the number of hunting-breeding and 
hunting-technical facilities, the ratio of number of hunters and number of gamekeepers, 
quality and structure of hunting tourism infrastructure, etc. By comparing the hunting 
grounds based on these factors, we see that the situation in the hunting grounds are very 
different. 

Figure 1 shows the number of roe deer, by which the classification of hunting 
grounds is made. Thus, hunting grounds which are richer with roe deer are marked with 
darker shades, and hunting grounds which have a smaller number of roe deer are marked 
with lighter shades. In the map legend ,number of roe deer for each class is exactly 
specified. Figure 1. shows that the largest number of roe deer can be found in hunting 
associations in Novi Becej, Zrenjanin, Subotica, Sombor and Novi Knezevac, and a 
minimum number in hunting associations in Stara Pazova, Indjija, Nadalj, Kovacica, 
Kovin, Backo Gradiste and Turija. This means that the factors of environmental 
sustainability differ, and that ecological sustainability vary from one to other hunting 
grounds. 
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Figure 1:  Number of roe deer in Vojvodina 

(source: Markovic, 2010b) 
 

3.2. Principle of social sustainability 
The principle of social sustainability means providing the full social prosperity 

through the process of social integration, tolerance and solidarity. This principle implies the 
behaviour in accordance with the norms and standards of the hunting ethics: hunting 
manners, relation between the hunters and nature, relation between the hunters and public 
property, active participation of hunters in the functioning of hunting organizations,, active 
participation of hunters on the popularization of sustainable hunting. In addition to laws and 
regulations relating to wildlife, hunting and hunting tourism, there are unwritten rules that 
are very important. The term hunting ethics means the set of mostly unwritten principles 
and rules that are dedicated to the hunters as a separate and specific group of people who 
voluntarily joined to an organization whose main goal is breeding and protection of wild 
animals, and hunting as part of a rational and systematic hunting management (Prentović, 
R., 2008, p. 89). Hunting ethics has roots in ancient times, because then the man-hunter did 
not kill more animals than the tribe needed. Since the man transforms its relations with the 
natural surroundings, hunting has become more of a hobby and leisure rather than a need 
for survival. Respecting the animals rights and hunting ethics, hunters not only have to 
leave the hunting grounds in the status in which it were found, but there have to improve it 
in terms of increasing the quality and quantity of the game and habitat. The aim of hunting 
ethics is to achieve complete security for the area, consider the correct relations between 
hunters, and the optimal breeding and protection of wildlife. Hunting ethics applies to all 
three principles of sustainable development of hunting management: the principles of 
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environmental, social and economic sustainability. In addition to hunting ethics, an 
important impact on the situation in the hunting ground has a pressure on the game and its 
habitat, made by the hunters. Pressure is described by the number of hunters on 1.000 
hectares of hunting ground (figure 2.). So, if we analyze the density of hunters in the 
hunting grounds in Vojvodina, there is impact on the game number (Lehmkuhl et al, 2001). 

Since the total hunting grounds area managed by hunting associations in Vojvodina 
covers 2.047.776 hectares, and the total number of hunters is 22.971, it is calculated that on 
every 1.000 hectares of hunting ground, in average comes 11,21 hunters (Antonić, S., 
Beuković, M., 2007, p. 11). The figure 3 shows the difference of the density of hunters per 
hunting grounds. The minimum number of hunters is in hunting associations from Srbobran 
(2,5 hunters) Zrenjanin (2,7 hunters), Kovin (4,5 hunters), Becej (7 hunters) and Novi Becej 
(7,4 hunters). The highest density of hunters is in hunting associations from Beocin (25,8 
hunters), Temerin (21,8 hunters), Irig (21 hunter), Futog (20 hunters) and Nadalj (18,4 
hunters). In the first five hunting grounds with the highest density of roe deer (hunting 
associations from Novi Becej, Novi Knezevac, Padej, Nova Crnja and Senta), average 
number of hunters on 1.000 acres of hunting ground is 9,9 or below average. 

 

 
Figure 2: Number of hunters on 1.000 ha area of hunting ground 

(source: Markovic, 2010b) 
 

In the last five hunting grounds, which have the lowest density of roe deer (hunting 
associations from Stara Pazova, Indjija, Kovin, Kovačica  and Irig) the average number of 
hunters on 1.000 acres of hunting ground is 13,7 or above the average. Based on these 
findings, it can be concluded that the density of hunters has a certain impact on the number 
of game, but this impact cannot be evaluated as decisive factor, because the funds of game 
is the product of all the above-mentioned factors. 
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3.3. Principle of economic sustainability 
This principle comprise an effort that income from hunting tourism, must not be 

exercised at the permanently deplete of resources. This means, that a part of income should 
be invested in sustainable development of hunting tourism through the purchase of 
necessary food and medicines for game, improving habitat conditions, development of 
hunting (organizing conferences and public forums) and hunting-tourism infrastructure etc. 
Whether the hunting associations prefer to develop hunting tourism depends not only from 
the number of game but also of economic sustainability. 

 

 
Figure 3: Hunting-tourism offer of roe deer 

(source: Markovic, 2010b) 
 

Figure 3. shows the ratio of total number of roe deer and number of  roe deer which 
hunting association provides for hunting tourism. Hunting associations marked by symbol 
of larger circle have the largest hunting tourism offer of roe deer, in relation to its own 
funds. Hunting association of Novi Becej has 5.273 roe deer heads, of which hunting-
tourism offer makes 251 roe buck, which makes 4,76% of the population of roe deer. 
However, the hunting association from Kikinda which has 1.160 roe deer heads, offers for 
hunting tourism 95 roe buck, which is 8,19% of total number of  roe deer.   

Rich hunting tourism offer (over 5%) in Vojvodina have hunting associations from 
Temerin (6,7%), Ada (6,3%), Iđoš (6,1%), Banatsko Veliko selo (5,6%), and Kanjiza 
(5,4%). Medium hunting tourism offer of roe deer have associations from Novi Bečej, 
Basaid, Coka, Subotica, Titel, Futog ,Turija, Nadalj, Odzaci, Kula, Becej, Senta and Mol. 
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Modest hunting tourism offer of roe deer, according to its own funds, have hunting 
associations from Sombor, Apatin, Backa Topola, Nova Crnja, Zrenjanin, Plandiste, Sid, 
Pecinci, Secanj, Srbobran, Zabalj, Vrbas and Backa Petrovo selo. In other hunting 
associations, the hunting tourism offers of roe deer is minimal or even none. 

Economic function is reflected in the valuation of natural resources and through the 
conversion function of hunting management. This function is related to certain natural areas 
such as swamped grounds, deserts, rocky terrains, arid land and other areas that are habitat 
for certain species and that through other activities can’t be economically useful. Hunting 
tourism and hunting management contribute to the development of other economic 
activities such as agriculture, tourism, forestry, hospitality, trade, or it can be said, to 
contribute to overall economic development. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

Hunting tourism is one of selective types of tourism that is based on the use of 
natural resources. As the game and preserved natural wildlife habitat are the main motive in 
hunting tourism trends, hunting tourism planning should be developed with more attention 
than it was past practice. The paper, through an explanation of basic concepts, features, 
functions and principles of hunting and hunting tourism indicates the importance of this 
type of tourism. The paper points out the principles of ecological, social and economic 
sustainability in 57 hunting grounds in Vojvodina. It is clear, that the hunting tourism is 
more developed in hunting grounds where ecologically, socially and economically factors 
are favorable.  

Hunting and hunting tourism are closely connected, and their development is 
interrelated. In order to develop hunting tourism, it is necessary for the hunting ground to 
have attractive game species as well as the preserved natural environment. On the other 
hand, to be invested in hunting, i.e. in the protection of wild animals, and in the 
construction of technical and breeding facilities, in the infrastructure and the like, hunting is 
one of the most important sources of financing, because always a certain amount of funds 
generated through hunting tourism returns to the hunting grounds in the form of 
investments in hunting. 
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APPENDIX  
 

Table 1: Hunting associations in Vojvodina 
Hunting association Area (ha) Hunters Hunters 

/1000 ha Roe deer Roe deer 
offer 

Game 
keepers 

Ada 13277 106 7,98 400 25 8 

Alibunar 54144 595 10,99 481 0 31 

Apatin 28812 427 14,82 817 18 26 

Bač 30149 469 15,56 750 0 26 

Bačka Palanka 52204 860 16,47 1170 0 36 

Bačka Topola 57051 627 10,99 1540 40 41 

Bački Petrovac 15846 264 16,66 395 0 14 

Bačko Gradište 6548 74 11,30 156 0 3 

Bačko Petrovo selo 11304 100 8,85 360 10 1 
Banatsko Veliko 

selo 15235 272 17,85 630 35 5 

Bašaid 7546 93 12,32 276 12 4 

Bečej 30147 211 7,00 640 31 6 

Bela Crkva 28196 428 15,18 260 0 14 

Beočin 11457 296 25,84 196 0 41 

Čoka 23139 278 12,01 1150 40 13 

Futog 14413 289 20,05 475 20 26 

Gudurica 10028 157 15,66 240 0 10 

Iðoš 10829 118 10,90 490 30 8 

Inðija 38203 681 17,83 41 0 31 

Irig 18923 397 20,98 71 0 31 

Kannjiža 39856 322 8,08 1587 85 31 

Kikinda 28659 262 9,14 1160 95 2 

Kovačica 41428 350 8,45 110 0 8 

Kovin 51365 231 4,50 120 0 32 

Kula 48146 610 12,67 908 30 41 

Kuštilj 11953 192 16,06 240 0 7 

Mali Iðoš 18119 162 8,94 216 0 10 

Mokrin 14751 175 11,86 530 0 3 

Mol 9429 84 8,91 365 6 7 

Nadalj 3646 67 18,38 99 3 7 
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Nova Crnja 27287 370 13,56 1420 30 17 

Novi Bečej 60745 449 7,39 5273 251 13 

Novi Kneževac 30539 354 11,59 2145 0 6 

Novi Sad 53540 982 18,34 934 8 41 

Odžaci 39008 696 17,84 1080 35 104 

Opovo 19259 191 9,92 220 0 11 

Padej 7833 70 8,94 430 0 6 

Pančevo 69565 540 7,76 396 0 51 

Pećinci 38737 638 16,47 285 4 31 

Plandište 38314 411 10,73 614 5 6 

Ruma 50560 588 11,63 318 0 40 

Sečanj 51688 614 11,88 1350 30 23 

Senta 25500 224 8,78 1268 60 9 

Sombor 112781 1167 10,35 2200 50 55 

Srbobran 79441 196 2,47 450 12 5 

Sremska Mitrovica 68666 863 12,57 529 0 45 

Stara Pazova 35111 593 16,89 0 0 31 

Subotica 95966 850 8,86 2307 70 31 

Šid 47619 822 17,26 705 6 25 

Temerin 16962 370 21,81 450 30 17 

Titel 26070 343 13,16 900 30 18 

Turija 5343 58 10,86 158 7 8 

Vrbas 37563 533 14,19 543 10 37 

Vršac 46580 400 8,59 312 0 21 

Zrenjanin 125838 344 2,73 2950 81 99 

Žabalj 4205 429 10,41 1441 27 6 

Žitište 51253 679 13,25 1649 0 7 
Source: Antonić, S., Beuković, M., 2007, p. 11 
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Abstract: This year is exactly 100 years since the holding of the First International Hunting 
Exhibition which opened in Vienna. In parallel with the organization of Exhibitions of hunting 
trophies, there was an intense work on finding the best criteria for evaluating the trophies by unique 
standards. Although the evaluation officially began at the Vienna exhibition, the first assessment of 
deer trophy was given by Dr. Johann Meran at the exhibition in Styria, in the year 1895. The interest 
for visiting hunting trophies exhibitions organized by CIC has always been huge because the trophies 
were presented from all participating states, while the visitors were from all over Europe. 
 
Rezumat: În acest an se împlinesc exact 100 de ani de la prima expoziţie de vânatoare internaţională, 
care s-a deschis la Viena. În paralel cu organizarea de expoziţii de trofee de vânătoare, s-a derulat  o 
muncă intensă pentru găsirea celor mai bune criterii pentru evaluarea trofeelor prin intermediul unor 
standarde unice. Deşi evaluarea a început în mod oficial, la expoziţia de la Viena, prima evaluare a 
fost realizată de Dr. Johann Meran la expoziţia de la Styria, în anul 1895. Interesul pentru a vizita 
expoziţii de trofee de vânătoare organizate de CCI a fost întotdeauna mare, deoarece trofeele au fost 
prezentate de toate statele participante, în timp ce vizitatorii au fost din întreaga Europă. 
 
Keywords: exhibition, trophy, hunting, destinations 
Cuvinte cheie: expoziţie, trofeu, vânătoare, destinaţie 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

Creating and designing tourism today is much different than in the 80s of the 
twentieth century. Comparison is not accidental. The rise of tourism development ''of the 
old continent,'' led to the new directions of development of tourism and to the new ways of 
thinking about tourism activities. Tourism, as a secondary need, leads to the saturation of 
specific products and regions very quickly, which is a limiting factor for the development 
of such tourism destinations and products. Saturation, competition and substitution, are the 
problems that all worldwide destinations struggle with, whether it is a national or 
international tourism trend. Can specific forms of tourism be response to these challenges, 
or not? It is an issue that cause consideration of all the organizers and implementers of 
tourism trends in the world, and we want to explore a section about hunting. The concept of 
destination comes from the Latin word destinatio and means destination or a travel goal, in 
a broader sense. This is precisely what the destination is, the focal point of every journey or 
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goal towards which tourists tend on their journey. (Štetić et al. 2009). Various tourist 
potentials have impact on the creation of some specific destinations, which also affects the 
possibility of developing some forms of tourism on those locations. Special interests and 
different forms of movement tourism is highly developed and that prerequisites the ability 
to create specific and new forms of tourism. 

Hunting tourism is a specific market niche with relatively homogenous target 
group and specific characteristics. By definition, hunting tourism is a hunting trip to another 
municipality or state that for recreational hunting of wild animals or exploring a new 
hunting territories (Hemmi, 2005). Hunting is a sanctuary for those who love nature and 
actively participate in its protection and respect its laws. Those who live in cities are not 
often able to deal with this activity near the place of their residence so they travel to remote 
destinations to hunt. When we are talking about hunting tourism contradictory opinions 
appear. Some regard it as a part of tourism and recreation in nature, and others see it as a 
negative aspect and criticize the killing of animals as something that is unethical and runs 
counter to sustainable development of nature and tourism. Those who support it consider 
hunting as a way of protection of wild animals and help in preserving of the natural 
environment. (Hrabovski-Tomic, 2008). 

Natural resources have always been the basic motif drivers of tourism. Travel 
trends in domestic and in international tourism were characterized by introducing new 
destinations, cultures, nations. At the beginning of tourism development, people were 
fleeing from morbid to sanative destinations. Today, these concepts, which separate the 
developed countries with dominant morbid areas and underdeveloped countries with 
dominant sanative areas (M. Vasovic, Ž.Jovičić, 1974), have much changed. As the basis 
for future development of tourism relies on sustainable development, it is also the basis of 
strategic planning for tourism development, in which geographical areas are of major 
importance. Consequently, the tourism industry must respect the principles of sustainability 
in the planning, design and implementation of travel programs. In this way, during the 
creation of tourist offer, the talks about the spatial aspects of tourism development and the 
importance of geographic areas start all over. This is particularly true for hunting tourism 
destinations. 
 

2. TOURISM OF SPECIAL INTERESTS 
 

The specific forms of tourism have certain characteristics that must be known and 
respected in order to create adequate tourism program and product. That means that this 
offer has its own unique value that can be used in the promotion and implementation of 
tourist destinations. When making travel arrangement we emphasize the premises, motives 
potentials, recreation... Specific tourism product of hunting tourism must emphasize 
authenticity, uniqueness, the role of local factors. Therefore, the tourist offer for this 
segment of travel demand should be researched and studied and tourism product must be 
designed according to the requirements of specific customers. The characteristics of these 
forms of tourism travels and accommodations are reflected in the following: 
 This movement often includes just a small number of people 
 These are mostly individual movements... 
 Every tourist has his individual needs as an individual 
 Confidence, a sense of friendship and honesty in communicating with visitors, must be 
the dominant experience for visitors... 
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 Tourist must feel that the destination is ready to accept him and that he is not only the 
customer but also a friend 
 The local population must have a greater impact on the planning, development and 
implementation of these forms of tourism... 

Hunting tourism as a specific form of tourist movement is gaining in importance 
during the formation of its tourism offer and development strategy not just of individual 
destinations but the regions and countries as a whole. The exhibition i.e. fair is the 
presentation of products or services to visitors in order to improve sales or to inform them 
(Davidson, 1994). Trade fairs are defined as events that take place in different time 
intervals and where a large number of companies represent and sell products (Union de 
Foires Internationales - UFI). Trade fairs usually attract business travelers, while the 
exhibitions at which companies exhibit, sell its products or provide product information to 
encourage their sales - are intended for the general public (www.ufi.org) 

Hunters always kept trophies, game parts, horns, antlers, teeth, skulls and fur as a 
confirmation of their success. They have been shown these trophies to others in order to 
indicate their strength and superiority and it was believed that some animal parts have 
magical powers. Today, the trophies are the result of natural conditions of the site and 
anthropogenic measures, too (protection, selection...). For easier comparison of trophies of 
one species, they are judged by its unique formulas. Formulas for assessing hunting 
trophies are provided by CIC - International Council for Game Management and Protection. 
The first book on the evaluation of hunting trophies was written in England, in 1892. This 
book gave the explanations for the measurement of trophies of game outside of European 
countries. In order to survive in today's turbulent tourism market, hunting tourism 
destinations should have well managed tourism enterprises, tourist destinations and regions. 
First of all, changes must be predicted to some extent and adapted to the demands of the 
tourism market. Accordingly, the management at the destination of hunting tourism 
requires systematic order of moves, in order to select and implement appropriate strategies 
and tactics. 
 

3. INTERNATIONAL HUNTING EXHIBITIONS IN THE FUNCTION OF 
DEVELOPMENT OF TOURIST DESTINATION 

 
Just 100 years ago (in 1910), First International Hunting Exhibition was held in 

Vienna. At this exhibition more than 22,000 trophies were exhibited. Trophies were freely 
assessed by the jury. After this exhibition an initiative to create unique formulas for 
impartial assessment has been developed. From a tourist point of view exhibition in Vienna 
was important because it was visited by over 2.7 million visitors (Ristic, 2009). Few years 
after this exhibition World War I began and made terrible damage to game and its breeding. 
Such a great number of visitors feature many other tourist destinations where various 
exhibitions are held, so the exhibition of hunting trophies can have a major influence on the 
formation of specific tourist destinations. The second international exhibition was held in 
Berlin from 02.11. till 21.11.1937. The exhibition in Berlin exceeded the first exhibition by 
the quantity and quality of trophies. This exhibition was also attended by our hunters, i.e. 
Central Union of hunting societies of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. This exhibition was 
attended by 352 participants from our country (Ristic, 2009). 
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Figure 1: A comparative view of the trophies with gold, silver and bronze medals 

at the first international exhibitions of hunting trophies 
 

Previous chart shows the number of trophies with gold, silver and bronze medals 
on some of the first international exhibitions held in Berlin in 1937, Düsseldorf 1954, Novi 
Sad 1967, Budapest 1971, and Maribor in 1972. The most important exhibition for our 
country was an international exhibition held in Novi Sad, 1967.  

This exhibition was an opportunity to show the world what types of wildlife can 
be found in our hunting grounds. It was a remarkable success, which was confirmed in the 
following years, in which the record visits of foreign hunters to our country were recorded. 
Due to the large number of visitors of our hunting grounds, the period of the seventies and 
eighties of the twentieth century, was called the "Golden Age" of our hunting.  

Third International Hunting Exhibition was held in Dusseldorf from 16.10. till 
31.10.1954. This exhibition was visited by some 800,000 visitors. Pavilion of our country 
in this exhibition included 500 m² and there were exposed 93 deer horns, 5 deer antlers, 2 
rock-goats, 95 chamois horns, 140 venison horns, 25 wild boar tusks and 9 capital bear furs 
(Ristic, 2009).  

In addition, the visitors of this exhibition could also seen other exhibition 
materials, such as chart reviews with information about hunting in Yugoslavia and 
zoogeographical map which showed all the major habitats of our most important game 
species. Hunting magazines of our Republican Association hunting clubs were also 
represented, as well as various professional literature and the whole impression was 
complemented by our artists, painters and sculptors.  

At this exhibition Yugoslavia won first place with 303 medals (76 gold, 117 silver, 
110 bronze) of a total of 310 exposed trophies. The interest of foreign hunters for our 
hunting grounds was increased significantly after the exhibition, and that has caused the 
need to establish the first hunting and travel agency. 
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Table 1: International hunting exhibition with number of medals (1910-1997) 
Medal 

Place Year 
Gold Silver Bronze Total 

Vienna 1910.     
Berlin 1937. 781 734 965 2480 
Düsseldorf 1954. 376 598 695 1669 
Florence 1960. 129 48 14 191 
Florence 1964. 306 57 27 390 
Novi Sad 1967. 1178 519 361 2058 
Budapest 1971. 3347 1373 652 5372 
Maribor 1972 162 450 1121 1733 
Turin 1973. 276 99 66 441 
Udine 1976. 42 132 312 486 
Czech  
Budejovice 1976. 1420 1257 1406 4083 

Marseilles 1977. 488 107 135 730 
Bucharest 1978. 1817 839 476 3132 
Nitra 1980. 958 1399 1812 4169 
Ljubljana 1980. 266 503 807 1576 
Plovdiv 1981. 3261 1926 1304 6491 
Zagreb 1981. 1029 1512 2267 4808 
Brno 1985. 2395 1691 2440 6526 
Novi Sad 1985. 332 254 302 888 
Nuremberg 1986. 1628 506 538 2672 
Vilnius 1989. 750 955 1030 2735 
Nitra 1990. 2039 2277 4682 8998 
Kaunas 1992. 269 344 295 908 
Czech  
Budejovice 1993. 369 449 836 1654 

Rihimaki 1994. 29 21 21 71 
Nitra 1995. 568 1765 3612 5945 
Budapest 1996. 606 42 20 668 
Bucharest 1997. 2525 1145 602 4271 

Source: Ristić 2009 
 
Table 1 shows the place and year of the international hunting exhibitions since 

1910, the total number of exposed trophies with medals and trophy structure by the medals. 
According to these data, it is obvious that the organizers of hunting shows are not only the 
urban centers, but also significant tourist destinations. Keeping in mind that these 
exhibitions have informative and educational aspect, as well as significant economic 
impacts, there is no doubt that cities emerge as extremely interested in maintaining these 
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exhibitions. In this way the hunting exhibition have impact on the development of some 
tourist destinations. 

 

 
Figure 1: Places of first hunting exhibitions (from 1910 – 1997) 

(source: Ristić, 2009) 
 

4. NOVI SAD FAIRS – LORIST 
 

The first hunting and fishing fair in Novi Sad was held in the fall of the 1964. Fair 
event LORIST is a hunting, fishing, sports and tourism fair. In addition to exhibitions,  
there are also various lectures, conferences or scientific meetings during the fair, such as 
the international scientific conference "Modern trends in tourism, hotel management and 
gastronomy"1 The characteristic of these fairs, and for some the main reason of the visit, are 
negotiations and contracting of the future hunts and sales of wildlife. During the visit to 
these fairs, potential hunters have the opportunity to learn about new destinations, see what 
wild animals are raised in these hunting grounds, and capital trophies are certainly the best 
indicators of the quality of game in particular hunting ground. LORIST Fair has dozens of 
year long tradition of organizing significant exhibitions of hunting trophies (the World's 
Fair, international, Yugoslav and Serbian exhibitions). All the exhibitions were fairly 
visited and had a great response in the scientific, professional, hunting and the general 
public. This tradition should be continued and enriched with new contents and presentation 
technologies, in accordance with the values of 21st century. Novi Sad Faculty of Science, 
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Department of Geography, Tourism and Hotel Management, Department of hunting 
tourism, in cooperation with the Novi Sad Fair and the Hunting Association of Serbia, for 
three consecutive years (2008, 2009, and 2010) have organized exhibitions of hunting 
trophies at the LORIST. Department of hunting tourism, was established in 2000. In the 
course of regular studies, students also take Hunting trophies assessment subject. They have 
lectures and exercises about evaluation of the hunting trophies of animals that are hunted in 
this area. The State Commission for the assessment of hunting trophies attends the final 
exam, and directly participates in the examination of students. By passing this exam, 
students receive a certificate, which is authorized by the State Commission, that they can 
assess the hunting trophies. Participating in the preparation of LORIST, students are given 
the opportunity to road test their knowledge. This exhibition presents an original, 
contemporary and multidisciplinary concept of the exhibition of hunting trophies. The first 
exhibition organized by the Department of hunting consisted of the following: aspects: 
- Didactic show of selective, sanitary and trophy hunting of deer in our hunting grounds 
with special emphasis on the errors during hunting, 
- Premier exhibits of new trophies from Serbia and around the world 
- Exhibition of hunting medals from Serbia, former Yugoslav republics and countries in the 
region. 

Each trophy or a group of trophies was followed by A4 Marker - trophy card that 
shows: name and surname of hunter, year when hunting took place, the number of CIC 
points, hunting ground, along with expert commentary of the exhibition Director about the 
trophy. The exhibition included an area of about 150 square meters. 
Internet presentation of the exhibition allows that the exhibition lasts forever and that all 
who are interested in it can visit it, wherever they are in the world, because there  is a 
version in English. 
 Following program of this exhibitions have included creative workshops: 
- educational and practical course for visitors of the fair in evaluating the game with all 
modern fittings and equipment under CIC standards 
- educational course for visitors of the fair in determination of the age of particular species 
of trophy (moufflon, wild boar). 

Expert Advice for professionals and exchange of professional experience between 
science and practice: 

- Visitors were welcomed by the Exhibition Director and his educated assistants 
and associates of Hunting Association of Serbia, and then they were led through the 
exhibition. 
 Exhibition of hunting trophies, which was placed under LORIST 2009, was 
different than the previous one because it featured a didactic view of protected species of 
birds and mammals in Serbia and Vojvodina, as well as any other type of game with over 
500 exhibits. Half of this number was stuffed birds and mammals and the rest were hunting 
trophies of all species of big game that live in our area. The exhibition occupied an area of 
200 square meters, and in the 2009 it was held under the slogan: "Trophy – the pride of a 
hunting ground" 

The exhibition consisted of the following segments: 
-didactic presentation of selective, sanitary and trophy hunting of roe-deer game, 
- new trophies from Serbia and the environment, that are exhibited for the first time, with 
trophy of a buck which is a potential state champion and world record holder 
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- exhibition of hunting medals of International Council for breeding and hunting (CIC), 
since the establishment of the Council (1931) till today, 

Creative Workshops 
- educational and practical course for visitors of the Fair in recognition of protected species 
of birds and furry animals, with markers on every type of prepared and exposed species, 
with Latin and Serbian name, 
- Educational course for visitors of the Fair in determination of age of certain types of 
trophy animals (moufflon, wild boar) 

Expert advice for professionals and exchange of professional experience between 
science and practice 
- Visitors were welcomed by exhibition director with his assistants who provided 
explanations and education for all categories of visitors of the Fair, from children to adults, 
and who led the visitors through the exhibition (individually and in groups). 

Exhibition of Hunting Trophies held in 2010, within LORIST, was held under the 
slogan “Wildlife and Nature” in the area of 200 square meters. On the 2/3 of the exhibition 
were exhibited trophies of most species of big game animals of our hunting grounds, not 
shown before, while at the 1/3 were located derma-plastic preparations of African wildlife 
shot by hunters from our region. 

The concept of the exhibition was presentation of new trophies from Serbia, but 
also the specimens from around the world that were shot by our hunters who have had the 
opportunity to hunt wild animals from other continents with the plotters - posters. Exhibited 
preparations were marked by the map of their distribution in the world and important 
biological parameters. 

Exhibited big game trophies from this region at the Fair, were assigned, and at the 
tray under every trophy were written the most basic information about the hunter and the 
trophy: 
- the number of CIC points 
- hunting ground in which hunter shot the game, and 
- year of shooting. 

Exhibited trophies from this region were classified by type and by championship-
winning value. For trophies that were displayed on LORIST 2010 exhibition catalog was 
made. 

The main motif for exhibiting prepared derma-plastic African animals is to 
educate the wider populations of hunters about the types of animals, safari hunting and 
manner of killing, as well as about the importance and significance of derma-plastic 
preparation as an integral part of hunting tourism. The setting contained derma-plastic 
preparations of African animals and written material on the plotter. Written material was 
related to basic information about an animal that is processed, and it included a map with 
clearly delineated habitat, animal photos, description of the hunt, photos from the hunt, 
through the importance of trophy for the hunter, and hunting ground or region where the 
game was shot. The way of evaluating trophies was by SCI and NAPI – Namibian hunting 
association, standards. The idea is to show the antelope, which belong to the base package, 
when the hunter hunts in Africa for the first time: 
 
1. GREAT ANTELOPES: Eland, Kudu, Oryx, Blue Wildebeest and Black Wildebeest, 
Common Waterbuck and Sing sing Waterbuck, 
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2. MIDDLE ANTELOPES: Common Blackbuck and White Blackbuck, Impala, Western 
Kobe, White, Black and Common Springbuck in life form,  
3. SMALL ANTELOPES: Steenbuck and Duiker 
4. OTHERS: Zebra and wart hog. 
 

Visit to all the fairs held within LORIST was around 48,000 people, and 
popularity of this event resulted in the arrival of journalists from the region: Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Montenegro, Republika Srpska, Croatia and Hungary. The 
emphasis is also on this year's visit of about 5,800 people, mostly business and professional 
audiences: business partners of participants and Novi Sad Fair, organized visits of hunting 
and fishing associations from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Republika Srpska and 
Slovenia, as well as visits of students of vocational schools from thirty towns across Serbia. 
 

5. IMPORTANCE OF HUNTING FOR THE CREATION OF TOURIST 
DESTINATIONS 

 
 New tourist destinations, dedicated to specific market segments, become more and 
more attractive today, so exhibitions and fairs of hunting trophies are finding an important 
role in tourism. The fact is that in spite of previous research we can not know the size of the 
tourist demand as a segment for hunting tourism. When it comes to this type of tourism 
trends, then we take some "parameters" which can refer to the size and importance of this 
part of the market, primarily for the preservation of the environment. Nevertheless, its 
economic effects are very important because it is estimated that hunting tourism on 
worldwide scale is raising its level. What we can safely determine is that the visits to 
preserved environment are growing. It is certain that this form of tourism trends becomes 
important all over the world and that it includes an increasing number of tourists. Its 
volume is constantly expanding and that leads to rise of interests in visits to protected and 
unpolluted environment, and in hunting tourism.  

Main feature of world tourism – large number of tourists, carries negative 
consequences for economic, social, cultural and natural environment. That is the reason 
why we should approach tourism in a thoughtful way and consider how great are the costs 
for the entire society and human environment due to reckless development of tourism and 
all activities related to tourism.  

This, changed approach to tourism development, is in harmony with the concept of 
sustainable development and it can show many positive effects on the development of 
hunting segments. Tourism can not be economically viable if it threatens the nature, culture 
and economy of a region, and neglects the quality of life of local communities, the 
expectations of visitors and the environment. That is the right approach for creation of 
tourist destinations for hunting tourism. Fairs are one of the non-comparable marketing 
elements and during the long-standing practice they proved to be extremely successful form 
of propaganda for tourist destinations. Size of potential market can be seen from the 
following table, which indicates the number of hunters in the European Union. The table 
shows the total population in some EU countries, as well as in Serbia, for comparison. It is 
evident that Finland is a country with proportionally the highest number of hunters in 
relation to the total population and the percentage is 5.96% while in Serbia the figure is 
only 0.80%. 
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Table 2. Proportion of hunters in the total population of EU and Serbia in2008 

Country Area 
(km²) Population Population 

density km² 
No. of 

hunters 

% of 
hunters in 

total 
population 

Austria 84.000 7,8 93 110.000 1,41 
Belgium 35.700 10 280 29.000 0,29 
Denmark 43.000 5,1 118 177.000 3,47 
Finland 337.000 5,03 15 300.000 5,96 
France 550.000 57 104 1.625.000 2,85 
Greece 132.000 10,4 78 293.000 2,84 
Holland 41.000 15,4 376 33.500 0,21 
Ireland 70.000 3,5 50 120.000 3,42 
Italy 301.000 57 190 925.000 1,62 
Luxembourg 2.600 0,4 154 2.200 0,55 
Germany 357.000 81 226 338.000 0,41 
Portugal 89.000 10 112 300.000 3,00 
Spain 505.000 39 77 1.000.000 2,56 
Sweden 450.000 8,8 20 320.000 3,65 
England 244.000 56 230 625.000 1,11 
Serbia 88.000 10 114 80.000 0,80 

Source: FACE - Hunting association of European Union 
 

The total number of hunters is highest in France, more than 1.6 million, and the 
lowest number is in Belgium, around 29 thousands. These numbers shows the potential 
number of visitors of hunting exhibitions. These exhibitions are not interesting only to 
hunters, but also to other nature lovers, and that makes the number of potential visitors 
much higher. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

 The quality of hunting tourism destination depends on its attractiveness and ability 
to meet the expectations and occupy attention of visitors. The existing tourist facilities, 
hunting tourism is a type of tourism that can contribute in increasing the volume of tourist 
demand, especially in natural values of a tourist destination. Due to the large number of 
visitors, exhibitions of hunting trophies can be considered as important factor of 
development of tourist destination, in which they are held. Because the visitors of these 
events have the same needs for housing and meals, and similar needs for extra services as 
the tourists who visit the city destinations. Exhibition of hunting trophies encourage the 
development of hunting tourism in regions or in the entire country, and that could be 
concluded from the increase in the number of tourists who visited our country, just for the 
hunting needs, after the great International Fair held in 1967, in Novi Sad. In the 21 
century, International exhibitions of hunting trophies in some destinations are held 
traditionally, so we have several International exhibitions held in one year. In addition to 
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exhibited trophies, propaganda materials of hunting grounds, associations, travel agencies 
are shared on the fairs, there are exhibitions of the artworks and educational workshops and 
lectures, for all ages of visitors, are held. It is said that today, what is not on the Internet, 
does not really exist. Judging by that, we must pay attention to the virtual fairs and 
exhibitions which are, due to the development of technologies, now available to all 
potential customers, and greatly reduce the cost of settings, organization of travels and 
accommodations for visitors, but although internet presentations can show exhibits pretty 
accurately, they can not fully compensate the feeling that arises when we “in vivo” see the 
trophy that has earned a gold medal because of its outstanding features. 
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Abstract. The interwar period represented a favorable framework for the development of Romanian 
cultural and academic life, as well as for the development of certain borderline sciences, such as 
historical geography. In this landscape, Ion Conea remarked himself as one of those geographers who 
actually got involved in the analysis of historic and cartographic documents from the ancient times 
until 1800. This study aims both at presenting Ion Conea’s contribution to the field of historical 
geography, and at the critical analysis of the methodology used, theories and hypotheses advanced by 
him. Ion Conea’s most controversial hypotheses are brought to the foreground, namely the 
assumptions connected with the series of works: “Geographical Corrections in the History of 
Romanians”. These theories shall be balanced both against the research studies current at that time, as 
well as against subsequent research studies.  
 
Rezumat: Perioada interbelică a reprezentat un cadru favorabil pentru dezvoltarea vieţii culturale şi 
academice româneşti, precum şi pentru dezvoltarea ştiinţelor de graniţă cum ar fi geografia istorică. În 
acest peisaj, Ion Conea sa remarcat ca unul dintre marii geografi, implicaţi în analiza documentelor 
istorice şi cartografice din cele mai vechi timpuri până în anul 1800. Acest studiu are ca scop atât 
prezentarea lui Ion Conea, contribuţia sa în domeniul geografiei istorice, cât şi analiza critică a 
metodologiei utilizate, teorii şi ipoteze avansate de acest mare geograf. Ipotezele cele mai 
controversate lansate de Ion Conea sunt aduse în prim-plan, şi anume cele legate de seria de lucrări: 
"Corectarea geografice în istoria românilor". Aceste teorii trebuie să fie privite atât în raport cu 
studiile de cercetare curente la acel moment, precum şi faţă de studiile de cercetare ulterioare. 
 
Keywords: historical geography, geography of the Carpathian Mountains, toponymy. 
Cuvinte cheie: geografie istorică, geografia Carpaţilor Româneşti, toponimie. 

 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

For a long time, the discussions on the ancient cartographic documents, historical 
maps and archaeological sources and on their role in the geographical analysis have been a 
much debated topic; major contributions were made to this subject matter, by both 
geographers, and historians. The first concerns in this field were recorded as early as the 
beginning of the 20th century, through a series of articles, communications, notes and 
memoranda published by historians V. A. Ureche, Gr. Tocilescu, G. Ionescu Gion and Al. 
Odobescu in The Buletinul Societăţii Române Regale de Geografie (BSSRG). The 
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following period is remarkable due to a much more extensive involvement of geographers, 
as well as to the diversification of debated issues. From all the approached issues, the 
following are to be noted: the matters related to Romania’s territorial unity, Romania’s 
territorial limit, the evolution of the Romanian people and its continuity in the space 
delimited by the Carpathians, the Danube and the Black Sea.  These matters were 
completed by punctual issues related to certain events and historical places with a vague or 
imprecise location, such as the sacred mountain of the Dacians, Kogaion, or the tribe of 
Caucoensioi.  

Due to the fact that both geographers and historians dealt with these issues, a series 
of debates occurred as the number of oppositions and controversies was quite large. 
Professor Ion Conea has an important role in the evolution of these debates, and the 
hypotheses advanced by him were controversial and attracted criticism from the historians 
of that time. Regardless of the criticism made and of the validity of his theories, our 
attention is drawn to the way in which he understood the relationship between toponymy, 
history and geography, because it allows the joining of certain fields of study which are 
largely complementary in the form of historical geography.  

 
2. FROM TOPONYMY TO HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY 

 
2.1 The role of toponyms in the description of the mountain landscape, 
principles and theories 
Speaking about the toponymy in the mountain zone, Ion Conea made a classical 

analysis of place names, also discussing their historical function. His studies on the 
geography of the Carpathian Mountains deal with a series of issues such as: the formation 
method of the network of toponyms as compared to historical documents and the 
concordance between toponymy and territorial reality, i.e. the reality illustrated in old 
cartographic documents and historical sources. 

Toponymy is, thus, gradually placed into the service of historical geography, having 
the role of supporting certain theories or historical facts. Starting from various relatively 
insignificant toponymy issues, such as the names of places, Ion Conea easily continues with 
much more complex issues, such as the issues related to the regional and national historical 
geography. One of the most debated methodological aspects relates to the connections 
among toponymy, geography and history. 

A good instance in this respect is the work Ţara Loviştei. Studiu de geografie 
istorică1, his first wide-scoped work, for which, as suggested by Ion Simionescu, he was 
awarded the “Gh. Lazăr” prize by the Romanian Academy. This study is not only a vast 
work resulting from the research of documents and historical maps; it is also a fundamental 
work on historical geography and toponymy, in which the linguistic and cartographic 
historical analyses work together perfectly in order to support and validate the hypotheses 
formulated by him. Its purpose is to demonstrate the way in which certain historical events 
can be reconstituted by means of a close study of toponymy and old maps. In their turn, 
these historical events can influence a series of social phenomena which create various 
geographical landscapes. Here, the author refers to: the extension of certain social 
phenomena such as village feasts (“nedei”), the evolution of the agro-pastoral landscape 

                                                
1 Conea, I,.  “Ţara Loviştei. Studiu de geografie istorică” – his doctoral dissertation, published in its entirety in 
Buletinul Societăţii Regale Române de Geografie in 1935. 
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from the mountain area and from the plai area (an almost flat region of a mountain or a hill, 
covered in pastures), the territorial evolution of the lands (“ţări”) (Loviştea Land, Vrancea 
Land, etc.), the spreading of settlements in the Middle Ages, the expansion of a population 
in a certain territory, the migration flows, the character of a region from a 
geomorphological or biogeographical perspective (we refer here to the 1935 study of 
chestnuts from Oltenia), etc. 

Reverting to the theoretical stand taken by the author in relation to this issue, a note 
should be made with respect to the establishment of a series of criteria and principles 
regarding the origin, age and historical development of toponymy in order to make a 
classification of place names. Although these principles and criteria have been issued for 
almost half a century, they are still useful. The proof of their usefulness is represented by 
the numerous citations made not only by geographers, but also by sociologists and linguists 
in the studies of this type as well as in other works. For instance, the monitoring of 
citations, references and bibliography used by geographers, both in the articles published in 
7 Romanian specialized magazines in the period comprised between 1921 and 2010 and in 
various studies, revealed that the study published in 1960 in the Monografia geografică a 
R.P.R, Toponimia. Aspectele ei geografice, was mentioned at least 17 times. 

It is interesting that, when the author formulated these principles, he used almost 
entirely arguments from the Carpathian area in order to demonstrate their validity. We 
could draw the conclusion that such principles are applicable only to the mountain area; 
however, their general character was demonstrated in time. The use of the arguments 
referring to the Carpathina space, particularly to the space of Oltenia (1/3 of the studies 
dedicated to the Carpathian Mountains relate to the Mountains of Oltenia), can be placed on 
account of the fact that the author had an inclination towards this space. Going beyond this 
preference, his observations connected with the role played by the Carpathians in the 
development of the Romanian people should not be overlooked, as Conea was a different 
type of adept of the quotation from the ancient Roman historian Florus, “daci inhaerent 
montibus es”.2 

The first principle formulated in the ‘30s is the principle of human value and of the 
impression made by geographical forms and phenomena. This principle refers to the fact 
that “the oldest toponyms are represented by the most spectacular geographical forms or 
phenomena … which, by their size and, generally, by their aspect, made the strongest 
impression on people”, as in the case of the Cozia mountain “or which presented a 
particular economic value in people’s lives”3, the mountains regarded as animal breeding 
places.  

Using the same principle, the provenience of the name Gugu (for the maximum 
altitude from the Godeanu Mountains, 2290 m) from “Kogaion” can be explained, although 
in 1938 Ion Conea – resorting to the same method – questioned the existence of the 
possibility that the sacred mountain of the Dacians is Cozia. He followed the relation 
Cogaeonum – Caucasus – Cozia, but he did not insist on this assumption. For this reason, 
he temporarily reverts to the first hypothesis, since the derivation of the Gugu peak from 

                                                
2 The quotation from Florus, “daci inhaerent montibus es”, is one of Ion Conea’s favorite quotations, the 
professor referring to it in almost all his studies meant to bring new evidence to demonstrate the continuity of the 
Romanian people. 
3 Conea I., “Concluzii istorice în lumina unor toponime din Ţara Haţegului”, Lucrările Simpozionului de 
toponimie, 1972, p. 32. 
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Cogaion4 seemed to be more plausible than the second variant. Geographical arguments 
added to this: the spatial closeness of this mountain to Ţara Haţegului and to Orăştie 
Mountains, the cradle of the Dacian civilization and the imposing image of this peak.5 

Extrapolating this principle and correlating it to popular toponymy, professor Conea 
formulated another principle in the ’60s: phenomena (such as the mountain) “are perceived, 
judged and defined according to their value of impression and, particularly, according to 
their value of use, the value on which depended the life, the existence of people bound to 
certain places, with which such people identified themselves, after millennia.”6 

This principle is extremely important for explaining the dualism of certain terms, 
including the term of “land”, (“ţară”). Ion Conea defines this term both in scientific terms – 
“the land” as a political formation, and in terms of popular etymology – “the land” as a 
food procuring place. Starting from this incongruity, he questions the accuracy in 
geographical terms of the names of “lands” given to Vrancea Land and Loviştea Land; 
Conea wonders whether may be the case that we should keep this name only from a 
historical perspective. Nedelcu Constantin, 1970, mentions in his doctoral dissertation, 
Depresiunea Loviştea-Lotru. Studiu de geografie economică, a discussion that he had with 
Conea in relation to this topic; in this discussion, Conea said that he made a mistake when 
he called the respective region “land”, (“ţară”) and that, “for geographers, only the name of 
depression should remain and we should let only the historians continue using the name of  
“land”, (“ţară”) for this intra-Carpathian area. The most eloquent example for using 
“Depresiunea Loviştei” is that the people from Loviştea have never called their region 
“land”, but they -like the other people from Muntenia- named “land” the region beyond the 
Cozia Mountains towards south or those beyond Turnu Roşu – Boiţa, towards north. The 
doubt expressed by Conea can be explained only by his permanent concern to research 
certain toponyms and to find their true meaning “in order to crystallize an explanation, 
based on our own value judgments” 7 

The third principle formulated by professor Conea indicates the fact that “Romanian 
toponymy studies should consider as established the fact that some geographical names 
with a very new aspect, identical to the appellatives that formed their basis, can be as old as 

                                                
4 Linguists do not accept the derivation of Gugu from Kogaion. 
5 Conea will subsequently give up both variants, acknowledging in a letter dated 1958, addressed to G.T. 
Kirileanu that neither variant relies on any concrete evidence: “some 20 years ago, we wrote, me and prof. Borza, 
that Cogheon or Kogaionon mountain would have been the current Gugu mountain from the Ţarcu-Retezatul 
massif. We had considered-at least as far as I am concerned-the phonetic resemblance between the names of 
Kogaionon sau Cogheon, on the one hand, and the name of Gugu, on the other hand. I have long given up this 
theory-which relied on no solid grounds, but only on enthusiasm. I do not know any place or point on Gugu, in 
front of a cave, that is called Mătania, which would convey until us, to this day, the aforetime cult of this 
mountain. Nothing can be true. I can also tell you that in one of my works, I do not know which, I had also 
expressed my opinion (in one or two words) that the Dacians’ mountain would have been the current Cozia 
mountain, dominating Valea Oltului upstream from Călimăneşti – Căciulata. But, like in the case of Gugu, it was 
only an impression. Today one thing is certain: that Kogaionon can only be in the Sebeş mountains, that is where 
Decebal’s Sarmisegethusa was. A cave from that Kogaionon mountain was the residence of  Deceneu (and, before 
him, of Zamolxe himself). Or, if Deceneu lived there, then he –as the king’s advisor, consulted by the king at all 
times could not have resided far from the place where the king himself resided- that is he must have had his 
dwelling place near Sarmisegethusa, the citadel dominated today by two mountains: the current Muncelul and 
Godeanul. C. Daicovici believes that Kogaionon would have beenthe current Muncelul. But, of course, all could 
be but a suspicion, hypothesis, as long as there is or they found no inscription or something else which can give us 
the precision and certainty.” 
6 Badea, L., “Professor Ion Conea and the north Oltenia Mountains”, Geographical Forum, no. 1, 2002,  pg. 7. 
7 Popa, N., “Tipologia aşezărilor rurale din Ţara Haţegului“, doctoral dissertation, 1998,  p. 57. 
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the respective appellatives”8. Professor Conea refers here to the toponyms originating in the 
Latin and pre-Roman fund, such as (mountain, river, fountain, ford, valley, cauldron, lake, 
pond). This principle was formulated in 1932, as a response to the opinion of linguists, who 
considered that once “a word becomes a proper name, it loses its semantic content”; in 
other words, “the oldest toponyms are based on appellatives which are no longer used by 
people”.9  The professor brings as an argument the toponym of Loviştea, which – in the 
speech of the local population- meant “a hole, a hollow”„groapa, adâncitură”, and existed 
in the respective region as early as the foundation of Ţara Românească.. The result of this 
observation is the following: this name “should not be considered an official name, coming 
from the State’s Slavic chancellery of that time and imposed by administrative bodies to a 
population who did not understand the meaning of “lovişte”; at first, it was a living word in 
the language of local population, and the officials only adopted it”.10 

However, we do not exclude the hypothesis according to which the term of “lovişte” 
comes from the Slavic language and would designate an “enclosure” (“îngraditura”) or a 
“hunting place” („loc de vânatoare”), “a place with a lot of game and, especially, with a lot 
of fish” (“loc cu mult vânat şi mai ales cu mult peşte”). In addition to these proposed 
hypotheses, the term of “lovişte” has several valences, signifying: “hit” („lovitură” – “lov”), 
“catch, grab” (“a prinde, a apuca”- “loviti”), “luck, happy coincidence” (“noroc, 
coincidenţă fericită” – “loava”). The specialty literature pleads for the meanings of “hole, 
hollow” (“groapă, adâncitură”) or “enclosure, hunting place” („îngrăditură, loc de 
vânătoare”), which were also proposed by Ion Conea. For instance, Diana Boc 
Sînmărghiţan, 2008, in the study Toponimia văilor Bistra şi Sebeş. Glosar II,  proposes for 
the term of “lòvište” the meaning of “hunting terrain, fishing place” (“teren de vânătoare, 
loc de pescuit”), while Simona Mihăilescu, 2010, opines that the most circulated variant in 
the specialty literature is that of “hole”, hollow” (“groapă”, „adâncitură”), while the sense 
of hole or hollow describes the general condition of the region, i.e. a depression surrounded 
and enclosed by mountain massifs. 

 Reverting to the principle formulated by Ion Conea, it can be noted that such 
principle is quite difficult to support scientifically, because its application requires 
evidence/documentary attestations certifying the existence of the respective toponym, 
originating from a Pre-roman or Latin appellative, given that the first attestations of the 
Romanian language do not go beyond the 9th century a.d., while the Slavonic language, 
which was the language used in the chancellery for centuries on end, had a significant 
contribution to the modification of the existing toponymic cover11. 

Another criterion imposed by Conea in 1936 would be that the richness of toponymy 
is directly proportional to viability – i.e. with the richness of human life going on in the 
region” and reversely proportional to the richness of the forms of relief.12 The professor’s 
argument is the popular toponymy from the area of Retezat: here, the zone of custuri (a 
series of narrow jagged peaks, like chain saw teeth) has numerous forms of the alpine 
glacial relief, but shepherds are not attracted by them. Consequently, it has a poor 
toponymy, and the forms of relief are simply called “custuri” by locals, while the zone of 
plaiuri, where shepherds are taking their herds to graze, has a much richer toponymy. 

                                                
8 Conea I., “ Ţara Haţegului – geografie, toponimie şi  istorie“, Natura, vol XX, nr. 3, 1968. 
9  Nicolae,I., Toponimie Geografică, Editura Meronia, 2006,  p. 59. 
10 Conea, I., Profile toponimice prin Carpaţii Meridionali, Probleme de geografie, vol. VII., 1955,  p. 149. 
11 Nicolae,I., Toponimie Geografică, Editura Meronia, 2006, p. 59. 
12 Conea I., Din geografia istorică şi umană a Carpaţilor. Nedei pastori si nume de munti, 1937, p. 107. 
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Starting from the spread of toponyms in the geographical space, professor Conea 
developed the criterion of the territorial grouping of toponyms and of their repeated 
occurrence in other geographical regions. This criterion justifies the way in which the 
identical repeating of a toponym or of similar toponyms (derived from the basic toponym) 
in different regions can indicate movements of the population from one region to another; 
within the same area. Such repeating can designate the spreading area of a geographical 
phenomenon, form or object. In this way, we can mention the toponym Nedeia; Ion Conea 
dedicated a series of studies to this toponym, including the 1936 study entitled Din 
geografia istorică şi umană a Carpaţilor. Nedei pastori si nume de munti, and the 1957 
study Vechile târguri-nedei de pe culmile Carpaţilor. The latter study presents a map of the 
former fairs nedei, based on the information obtained from the historical and cartographical 
documents dating from the period comprised between the Middle Ages and 1860. In his 
research, professor Conea managed to identify four areas where nedei used to be held in the 
past: the Apuseni mountains, the mountains around the Haţeg Land, the Oltenia mountains 
(a name given by him) and the area around Rodna mountains, as well as a series of sites 
located in the area outside the Carpathians, as a resultant of the transhumance that led to the 
spreading of this toponym. 

His studies indicate that the space where most nedei were held is “the orographic 
node from the South-West of the country, respectively in those mountains near the border: 
Banat, Oltenia and Haţeg”. Professor Conea indicated 5 mountains bearing the name of 
“Nedeia” only around the Haţeg depression (Nedeia Borăscului, Buza Nedeii, Nedeia 
Galbenului, Nedeia Petreanului, Nedeia Prisloapelor) and a series of other mountains where 
nedei were held in the past, which no longer bear this name. The high frequency of such 
mountains is explained by the fact that such area was one of the oldest humanized spaces; 
an intense movement existed on both sides of the mountains since historical times. The 
relief is quite fragmented, and there are many gorges. Numerous erosion platforms that are 
extremely flat are present. Reversing these arguments, Conea concludes that all the 
mountains having the name of Nedeia or related to this phenomenon should have a flat 
shape in the higher part, in order to facilitate the occurrence of a fair. These principles are 
not listed at random; on the contrary, they are essential for a better understanding of the 
manner used by the professor to support his theories of historical geography, and they form 
the basis for such theories. 

 
2.2 Ion Conea and establishment of the canons of historical geography  
In the beginning, Ion Conea’s conception about historical geography was empirical 

and did not differ from his mentors’ conception: it was the science of restoring the relations 
between the human being and nature in various historical stages13. Continuing the series of 
concerns in this field, Ion Conea creates a new vision: historical geography involves the 
explanation of the role of geographical factors in the history of a people, therefore “a study 
of historical geography, … is, after all, a study of paleoanthropogeography”14.  His new 
conception on historical geography was strongly influenced by foreign geographers and 
historians: Fr. Ratzel, Carl Ritter, Ernest Granger, Jacques Bainville, Hugo Hassinger, 
Lucien Febvre, P.Vidal de la Blache and Jean Brunhes. Starting from the hypothesis of 

                                                
13 Reminding here of the works of:  Simion Mehedinţi, Dacia Pontica si  Dacia Carpatica, 1928, C. Brătescu 
Dacia si Moesia, 1923 and G. Vâlsan..   
14 Conea I., Ţara Loviştei.  Studiu de geografie istorică,1935,  pg. 27. 
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Jacques Bainville, who considered that “geography is a natural and necessary complement 
for history”15, and that “this type of history is both history, and geography”, Conea 
concludes that “geography, in its turn, is often looking for support in historical facts and 
information...in this way, it means that geography and history are intimately intertwined, so 
intimately that we cannot distinguish sometimes how much is history and how much is 
geography in a study”.16 Furthermore, he says: “in other words, we reached a point where 
we ask from geography more than we have asked until now in order to decode the historical 
past. History ... is intended to be more social and more geographical, in a word”17; put this 
way, historical geography is a retrospective human geography”.18 

Not only does professor Conea define historical geography, but he is also setting the 
methodological bases for this science, establishing its working methods. Within these 
working methods, toponymy plays a central role, because old toponymy represents the 
condensed history of the respective region. His method for solving geographical problems 
based on the analysis of toponymy is taken over also by other younger or contemporaneous 
geographers and historians, such as Ion Donat19. Linguists also acknowledge this method, 
Al. Graur being one of its supporters. 

Feeling the need to trace a set of clear directions regarding the studies of historical 
geography, Conea briefly presents in his article Prin geografia umană la o nouă concepţie 
a geografiei istorice the manner in which historical geography studies should be conducted, 
incorporating all the methodological issues from previous studies. The proposed 
methodological steps are especially referring to a highly used method, namely the cabinet 
analysis implying the consultation of: contemporaneous maps, historical documents, 
iconographical materials, stamps, old descriptions of landscapes, etc. For the professor, 
however, cabinet analysis is only a fragment of the entire methodological approach. At that 
time, Ion Conea revolutionized these analysis methods, correlating the information obtained 
from the cabinet analysis with a thorough research and knowledge of the region from a 
physical and geographical perspective, thus introducing field analysis. 

Conea will, however, resort to methods considered unconventional by some people, 
such as the analysis of local folklore. The assumption from which he is starting is that a 
major event will always be imprinted in the collective memory, by means of toponymy or 
by means of local songs, legends or stories.  The originality of the proposed methodology 
also consists in the ad literam insertion in the text of the stories gathered from locals and of 
the exact quotations, which quotations are harmoniously combined with the rest of the 
study, and which represent an adaptation of the means to the purpose. This characteristic 
gradually becomes a sort of personal imprint, denoting a high degree of experience and 
erudition. 

Based on these methods, professor Conea managed to recompose certain landscapes 
from the past and even to locate certain historical places or places where certain historical 

                                                
15 “l’histoire trouve son complément naturel et nécessaire dans la géographie” (Jacques Bainville). 
16 Conea I., Prin geografia umană la o nouă concepţie a geografiei istorice, 1938, pg.202. 
17 Conea I., Prin geografia umană la o nouă concepţie a geografiei istorice, 1938, pg.202. 
18 Conea I., Prin geografia umană la o nouă concepţie a geografiei istorice, 1938,pg.207. 
“the current aspect of a humanized landscape is but the end of an ongoing process, a link in a chain which comes 
from behind and will continue forward … it means that, in order to explain the current aspect, we shall have to 
necessarily resort to links from the past ... to make a sort of retrospective human geography which is none other 
than historical geography”. 
19 Ion Donat (1909 - 1988) was a Romanian historian who studied the Middle Ages, a specialist in historical 
geography and toponymy. 
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events mentioned in very old documents took place, although their space location is quite 
vague or indefinite. Returning to the clarifying role of Ion Conea’s conception about 
historical geography, emphasis should be placed on the fact that he contradicts a part of the 
assumptions made by Nicolae Iorga with regard to the history of the Romanian people. His 
deviation from the canons imposed by Iorga attracted the disapproval of some historians; in 
some cases, the invalidity of his hypotheses was even proven, as in the case of Celei from 
Gorj. However, a series of works remain from him, which – at that time - revolutionized 
interwar and postwar Romanian culture.  

 
3. GEOGRAPHICAL CORRECTIONS IN THE HISTORY OF THE 

ROMANIANS, HYPOTHESES AND CONTROVERSIES 
 

Ion Conea’s approach to historical geography is obviously a critical approach, 
starting from geography to history. Although deeply impressed by historians’ activity, the 
professor is completely disappointed with the fact that historians did not take into 
consideration geographical elements as well. In his attempt to bring geography closer to 
history, the professor is focusing on a method to find a correlation between historical 
reports in Romania’s physical geography. 

His quest to find these answers and correlations can be also justified by his closeness 
to the history department within the Bucharest University. Conea’s conceptions might have 
been shaped from the very years when he was just an assistant, serving equally the 
department led by Simion Mehedinţi, and Iorga’s department, which was rather unusual. 
More surprising is the fact that, in 1942, we find Ion Conea as an assistant within the 
history department headed by Gh. I. Brătianu, while -in 1944- he was a member of the 
Comitetul de Iniţiativă pentru Săparea Cetăţilor Dace din Munţii Sebeşului, alongside 
historians such as Gh. I. Brătianu and C. Daicoviciu. 

There are certainly no further traces of doubt related to the strong rapprochement 
between Conea and historians, as well as to his acceptance by such historians as one of 
them. This is the concrete justification for his orientation towards historical geography 
studies, as well as for his desire for a wide-scoped work connected with the history of 
Romanians, which work was never published.20 Fragments from this project were 
materialized in two more comprehensive works: Corectări geografice în istoria românilor 
with the subtitle I. Pe Olt, în Oltenia, dated 1938 and Geografie şi istorie românească from 
1944 which includes a series of 10 articles. Many of these articles had already been 
published in BSRRG or Rânduiala. A series of articles in the form of corrections (as in the 
volume published in 1938) were added to the abovementioned series; after 1950, Conea 
published several articles as geographical interpretations in the history of the Romanian 
people (interpretări geografice în istoria poporului roman) or contributions in the history 
of the Romanian people (contribuţii în istoria poporului roman). In the case of the latter, 
we can mention: Interpretări geografice în istoria poporului român. În ce condiţii a apărut 
şi ce a însemnat la origine, numele “Ţara Românească”, (1963), Interpretări geografice în 
istoria poporului român: cu privire la teritoriul nucleu de formare a poporului român, 

                                                
20 According to his nephew’s statements, Conea would have liked to write an ample work connected with the 
history of the Romanian people; however, he  abandoned this project after 1950, and left a series of articles, notes 
and communications instead. 
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(1967), Contribuţii la problema rolului jucat de la Valea Dunării în istoria poporului 
român, (1968). 

From the series of corrections, interpretations or contributions, the corrections 
aroused -at their time- the most numerous polemics, because they dealt with different issues 
related to the Carpathian space, which have not been solved to this date, i.e.: the setting of 
the limit of the first political border on the crest of Oltenia’s Mountains (1520), the location 
of “Mons Caucaus”, the setting of the location of “Caucalandensisi locus”, who were the 
Caucoensioi (Dacians), the identification of the Boutae pass of Iordanes, the identification 
of the place where the “Posada battle” took place, the identification of the former road from 
Valea Oltului, the setting of the territorial and ethnical origin of Basarabi from Argeş, and 
the localization of Celei from the Diploma of the Joannites (Dimploma Ioaniţilor). 

The subject of Corrections deals with various problems relating to the Carpathian 
space; the solution for some of these problems remains unknown to this day: the 
establishment of the limit of the first political border on the peak of the Oltenia Mountains 
(1520), the localization of “Mons Caucaus”, the establishment of the location of 
“Caucalandensisi locus”, who were the Caucoensioi (Dacians), the identification of the 
Boutae gorge of Iordanes, the identification of the place where the Posada battle took place, 
the identification of the old road on the valley of the River Olt, the establishment of the 
territorial and ethnical origin of Basarabii de Argeş and the localization of Celei from the 
Diploma of the Joannites. 

 
3.1. The old border on the peak of Oltenia Mountains 
The issue related to the establishment of the limit of the political border on the peak 

of Oltenia Mountains is debated by Conea in two works: once in the Ţara Loviştei. Studiu 
de geografie istorică, when he sets the territorial limits, and again in the Cel dintâi hotar 
politic pe creasta Muntilor Olteniei (1520). Prima lui transpunere cartografica (1720).The 
delimitation made by Ion Conea was challenged at that time by historian V. Mihondrea, 
who makes a review on The Ţara Loviştei. Studiu de geografie istorică,, concluding that 
“the interpretations made on the basis of the above documents21 are of course erroneous. 
The arguments brought by Mr. Conea in … The Ţara Loviştei, with a platonic, stable, labile 
and real border are not true”. His response to this review is harsh and brief, since the critic 
had created a quotation from words “spread throughout the work”.22 

According to Conea’s theory, the existence of this border is related to the restriction 
of the grazing space, due to the increase in the number of inhabitants in an area that it used 
to be a kind of “no man’s land”, crossed by shepherds with no impediments from one side 
to the other of the Carpathian mountains. The lack of the grazing spaces and of certain 
documents, demonstrating who the landlords of such spaces were, caused at the time 
numerous confrontations between the shepherds from Muntenia (păstorii munteni) and the 
shepherds from Ardeal (păstorii ungureni). For this reason, in 1520, the officials of Ţara 
Românească meet the officials of the Magyar Kingdom and they establish a border to 
reduce the quarrels between shepherds.  

The issue related to this “first political border” “prim hotar politic”, as Ion Conea put 
it, is quite important, because it oscillated from one side to the other of certain peaks, 

                                                
21 These are the documents notifying a rectification of the border in the Northern part of Oltenia around mid 18th 
century. 
22 Conea I.,  Răspuns…la un fel de recenzie, BSRG, vol. LIV, 1935, pg.304-305 



          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       • The importance of Ion Conea in the research of the elements of Carpathian....   112 

always favoring, however, the shepherds from Ardeal. Analyzing the documents dated 
around 1520 which he correlated to the map drawn by Fr. Schwanz in 1723 and to 
Hurmuzaki’s Harta Olteniei, the professor concludes hat the border limit was, theoretically, 
favoring the shepherds from Muntenia, while the shepherds from Ardeal had moved the 
border in their favor in time. This theory on the oscillation of this border from one side to 
the other of the Carpathians’ crest is extremely plausible, as Conea supported his opinion 
by numerous historical documents dated: 1233, 1265, 1311, 1394, 1415, 1505, 1520, 1723, 
which also indicate a very detailed research. Also, through the frequent modification of this 
delimitation line, Conea demonstrated that, for the people living there, the border was 
becoming purely theoretical,  as flocks slightly oscillated anyway from one side to the other 
of the poorly protected border. This theory also justifies the appearance of the double 
villages, of “ungureni” and “munteni” from the Carpathians’ feet. 

 
3.2. Caucalandensisi locus between the Ţara Loviştei (Loviştea Land) 
and Buzău 
The situation grows even more complicated in the geo-historical identifications from 

old Dacia, here referring to “Mons Caucaus”, “Caucalandensisi locus” and Caucoensioi 
(Dacians). In their case, any formulated hypothesis has a certain degree of plausibility, 
because original information is too little, and leaves room for interpretations. Mons 
Caucasus is recorded for the first time by a Roman soldier worshipping Diana’s nymphs 
(matroanele Afane) in an inscription: Mons Caucasus “Matroni Anfanibus, Caius Iulius 
Maesuetas, miles legionis primae Minerviae, piae felicis, votum solvit lubensmento. Fecit 
voto facto ad Alutum flumen secus montem Caucasi”. Starting from the indication in the 
inscription, Conea concluded that the respective mountains are the Cozia Mountains, after 
an entire argumentation whether the name was applied to a single mountain or to the entire 
Carpathian chain. To solve this problem, the professor supported his hypothesis with 
geographical arguments, using the principle of human value and the principle of the 
impression made by geographical forms and phenomena. He concluded that the mountain 
from the inscription should be found near the Olt River; due to its construction and to the 
fact that it was the most distinct orographic unit on the valley of the Olt River, the Cozia 
Mountain must have impressed the Roman soldier23. Conea also brought toponymic 
arguments: the existence of a possible confusion/assimilation - contamination between 
Cozia and Caucasus.  

Although historians do not support this contamination, they agreed - however - on 
the fact that Mons Caucasus meant mountain at its origin, but they do not decide whether 
the name was applied to a single mountain or to the entire Carpathian chain. Most of them 
claim that it had to be applied to the entire mountain unit, because “cauc” generally meant 
“mountain” (“munte”) in the past, and did not define a certain mountain area. Other 
historians, such as Gh. I. Brătianu, N. Densuşianu, Dinu C. Giurescu, connected the 
existence of these mountains to the land of Caucoensioi; therefore, the purpose of this name 
was to define a more restricted area. 

Starting from the idea that Mons Caucaus are the Cozia Mountains, professor Conea 
considered that the “Caucalandensisi locus” mentioned by Ammian Marcellin as the place 
where the Visigoths withdrew as the Huns advanced can only be the Loviştea Land, more 

                                                
23 “Three years ago, ... I wasn’t thinking that we would ever invoke the name and imposing figure of Cozia in its 
hypostasis as a decisive argument for the Dacian-Roman continuity from the Northern region of the Danube” 
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precisely the Ţiţeşti field, as it was the place that best fit the described geographical 
conditions: a forested place concealed among high mountains. Toponymic arguments 
related to the similitude between the meaning of the Loviştea Land - “the land of big game” 
(“ţara vânatului”) and the meaning of Caucalandis – “the country rich (in big game) in 
goats” (“ţinutul cel bogat (vânat) în capre”). 24 

This immediately led to the statement that the Caucoensioi (Dacians) must be 
connected with Caucaland and Caucasus. Consequently, they can only be the people from 
the Loviştea Land. Historians did not agree with this theory, although some of them 
acknowledge that its hypotheses can be plausible. In fact, a part of them locate 
Caucalandensisi locus in Transylvania (Transylvania - a high place - Hochland). However, 
Al. Odobescu considered that it should be located rather in the hills of Istriţa, while C.C. 
Giurescu (1973), Dinculescu, N. Densuşianu, Dr. At. Marienescu (1891) started from the 
assumption that such place should be connected with the Buzău Land and that it should be 
located somewhere near the current village of Pietroasa, bringing archaeological evidence 
(i.e. the Treasure from Pietroasele) as an argument.  

V. Pârvan and C. Daicoviciu considered that the Dacian tribe of Caucoensi, 
mentioned by geographer Ptolemy, should be located somewhere in the mountain region 
from Neamţ or Bacău. Nonetheless, C. Brătescu started from another assumption, 
considering that Caucalandensisi locus was somewhere in Transylvania, most probably in 
the county of the Târnava Rivers. The new assumption, recently launched by historian 
Alexandru Madgearu, set this county somewhere near the table-land of the Târnava Rivers, 
somewhere close to the locality Valea Strambă. 25 The debates related to the tribe of 
Caucoensi and Caucalandensis can go on endlessly. It is, however, certain that Conea’s 
theories have a weakness: the three listed corrections start from identifying the Caucasus 
Mountain as Cozia, while the name of Cozia comes from the Slavic term “koza ” meaning 
“goat” (“capră”). 

The specialized literature considers, however, that the name of Cozia comes from the 
Pecheneg-cuman word “koz” which means “nut” (“nucă”)26. This variant is also explained 
by the fact that the Cozia Monastery was erected on the place called “Nucet” 27; in the past, 
it was also called “The Monastery from Nucet” (“Mănăstirea de la Nucet”), the name of 
“Cozia” being a translation of the name of “Nucet”. There is also a third variant which is 
not excluded either, i.e. that Cozia comes from the Cuman word “coza” which means “fire” 
(“foc”); this hypothesis is the least probable, since it has no correspondence to the 
geographical reality or to the historical writings.  Except for the theories regarding the 
origin of the name of Cozia, historical documents show us in a concrete manner, nowadays, 
that the Slavs arrive only in the 6th century on the Romanian territory; therefore, the name 
of Cozia is not so old, if it has a Slavic origin28 and, consequently, this name does not exist 
since the pre-Roman or Roman period, as Conea implied. The entire theory related to the 
Caucoensioi (Dacians), Caucaland and Caucasus Mons is, thus, annulled, because the 

                                                
24 Caucaland - Cauca = Caucasus = Cozia = goat; land = country, the result is Caucalandis – the country rich (in 
big game) in goats. 
25 Madgearu, Alexandr , Istoria Militară a Daciei Post Romane 275-376. Cetatea de Scaun., 2008, p. 82. 
26 Conea also refers to the hypothesis that the toponym Cozia might derive from “koz” – “nut” (“nucă”), but 
renounces it, preferring the hypothesis advancing” koza” – “goat” (“capră”). 
27 The area was called Nucet in light of the fact that it was propitious for growing nut trees. 
28 When Ion Conea stated these theories, no one knew for sure the period in which the Slavs reached the Romanian 
territory. 
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premise on which it is based is erroneous. The most plausible and circulated theory remains 
the location of Caucaland near Pietroasele, due to the existence of the treasure, although 
that location does not meet all the geographical conditions from the historical documents. 

 
3.3. “Per Boutas” and “Posada” in the Oltenia Mountains? 
Historians of the time considered the Boutae gorge of Iordanes could not be 

identified. This gorge was the next issue that drew the professor’s attention. Using only 
toponymic arguments, Conea considered that Per Boutas meant at Boiţa29, and Boiţa meant 
“a place where a battle was fought” (“loc unde s-a dat o luptă”). In order to consolidate his 
statements, the professor started from the assumption that, in the second Dacian war, Trajan 
managed to defeat Decebalus by entering Dacia on the Valley of the Olt River, “on the old 
road going through Câineni” and not on the valley road.30 

The arguments he used are closely connected with the physiognomy of the 
mountains from that region: at that time, the Olt couloir could not be conquered by 
Romans31; from this reason, it would have been impossible for Romans to use it, the 
extremely smooth plai road would have allowed a fast movement and it was certainly 
known by Romans from their previous campaign, because it was an important and traveled 
road in that time; the numerous Roman fortresses are evidence for this fact.  

Historians believe that the Roman army went through Porţile de Fier ale 
Transilvaniei  and then through the Turnu Roşu or Vâlcan passes. Currently, this theory is 
widely accepted in the specialized literature. Another issue that gave rise to quite numerous 
debates was the location of the battle of 1330, represented in Chronicon Pictum, the battle 
which is known to us as the battle from Posada. The first to state a theory related to the 
location of the Posada battle was P. Dragalina, in 1899, who considered that the battle was 
waged in Cheile Crainei, somewhere between Orşova and Mehadia. Constantin 
Rezachevici took over this theory, arguing by the fact that the respective road represented 
an old road also called the “salt road” („drumul sării”), which represented the ordinary 
connection between Hungary and Ţara Românească; as a matter of act, this was the road 
used by Carol Robert de Anjou and his army. Therefore, the Hungarian king would have 
been entitled to choose for his return a path that he had used to enter the country and that he 
knew best. Nicolae Iorga, 1929, located this battle to Posada in Argeş, on the road between 
Câmpulung and Bran, not based on concrete evidence, but because it should have taken 
place there; he even admitted to have done so. The variant proposed by Iorga is supported 
also by Victor Motonga, 1923, N.A. Constantinescu, 1930 and Şt. Ştefănescu, 1970, 
although they do not specify the precise location of this Posada. Historian Ilie Minea, 1931, 
proposed the hypothesis according to which the battle was waged on the territory of locality 
Stoeneşti from Argeş, not far from the cloister of Negru Vodă. Instead, Dimitrie Onciul –
who bet also on the variant of locating the battle in Argeş – considered that such battle took 
place somewhere in the mountains near Curtea de Argeş. I. Lupaş, 1932, starting from the 
hypothesis advanced by D. Onciul, located the battle in the gorges around Argeş. 

Gr.Tocilescu moved this battle from some place around Argeş into the Gorj 
Mountains, relying on the fact that the monastic tradition from the Tismana Monastery 

                                                
29 Boiţa – a locality near the Câineni gorge. 
30 Conea placed the famous limes alutanus and via lapidea on the same route.  
31 Conea supported his statements with the works of Fr. Schwanz who spoke about the impossibility to cross the 
Valea Oltului and about the technical difficulties of building a road in that area.  
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placed the battled in Posada Gurenilor from Gorj. Instead, A. D. Xenopol went for Valea 
Prahovei, considering that the battle in question was waged at Ghergiţa, some 2 days’ walk 
from Sibiu, relying on the report of the traveler Maciej Stryjkowski (1547 - 1582), telling 
about the monument erected by Basarab I at the location of the battle to honor his victory. 
Starting from the same report, Florian-Nicu Smărăndescu, 1991, considered that Posada 
should be located on Valea Prahovei, on the place of the cloister named by the people “Trei 
Lespezi”, beyond Gherghiţa. Excluding these hypotheses, Ion Conea comes up with a new 
hypothesis stating that such defile must be that from Pripoare. This hypothesis had already 
been formulated a year earlier, in 1934, by Aurelian Sacerdoţeanu. Both Aurelian 
Sacerdoţeanu and Ion Conea have three shared hypotheses: the retreat of the Hungarian 
army as fugitives, the choice of the shortest route, and the use of the old plai road of 
Loviştea (“drumul vechi de plai al Loviştei”). Although some hypotheses are shared, Conea 
will support his theory by geographical arguments, namely: 

-  the Hungarians were not acquainted with the Carpathian gorges and passes; 
- the Hungarian king would not have risked a return from Castrum Argias (Arefu) 

towards Curtea de Arges, where he could have encountered other fortresses or where he 
could be attacked; 

- the road from Arefu to the Podul Dâmboviţei would have been too long, because 
they should have made a large detour as there was no direct road; 

- the army should have traveled at least 40 km to Bran over several peaks oriented 
along a North-South axis, while the road to Loviştea was much more accessible, it was only 
30 km long, and could have been traveled in 2 days, as the chronicle mentioned;  

- this road was certainly well known by the Hungarians, as it was an old frequently 
traveled road;  

- on this road, the place that best fits the description from Chronicon Pictum is the 
Northern end of the “Perişani couloir, occupied today by the village of Pripoare”, a 
remarkably narrow and wild place. 

A supporter of this idea was Dinu C. Giurescu. In 1973, Dinu C. Giurescu drew 
attention to the possibility that Posada should be, in fact, located in the Loviştea Land, 
bringing one of the arguments advanced by professor Conea. However, Giurescu makes no 
reference that someone had already launched this hypothesis, 20 years ago: “the precise 
location of this memorable battle is unknown... Yet, from the Argeş Fortress (Castro 
Argias) where the Hungarian army had reached, the shortest way is not through 
Câmpulung, Bran and Braşov, but through Loviştea and, then, on the Valea Oltului  
towards Sibiu.” Also Ştefan Pascu, 1962, Ion Ionaşcu, 1966 and Andrei Pandrea, 1967, 
support the same opinion. Although Iorga’s theory has been generally accepted by 
historians so far, the theory stated by Ion Conea seems to be correct. As a result of certain 
digging works carried out by archeologists in August 2008 at Pripoare, sufficient 
archaeological evidence was found to prove that the Posada Battle was located there. The 
results obtained were officially confirmed further to a press conference, where the project 
coordinators stated that, "The measurements made by our team prove the fact that the only 
location where the Posada Battle could have taken place in 1330 is the one from Poenari-
Perisani."32 These findings made the officials of the Pripoare locality organize on a yearly 
basis the celebration of the Posada Battle in the period comprised between the 9th and the 

                                                
32 Bogdan Nicula, Bătălia de la Posada a avut loc la Perişani, Monitorul de Vâlcea, Ediţia 23034, 18.05.2009. 



          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       • The importance of Ion Conea in the research of the elements of Carpathian....   116 

12th of November. Thus, the validity of the theory issued by Ion Conea and Aurelian 
Sacerdoţeanu was officially proven almost 70 years since they stated it. 

 
3.4. Ion Conea – a supporter of the continuity of the Romanian people in 
the Carpathian area 
The series of highly challenged theories included the idea according to which Celei 

from the Diploma Ioaniţilor was located in Gorj. The reason for which professor Conea 
located Celei in Gorj pertained to his personal beliefs; if Conea had claimed that it was 
Celei from the Danube, then he would have stated that the Hungarians had ruled over the 
entire Oltenia. 

Conea’s theory was challenged in 1977 by Constantin C. Giurescu, in his work 
Probleme controversate în istoriografia română. Constantin C. Giurescu questioned the 
three leads on which Conea had based his theory, i.e.: from a geographical point of view, 
the existence of a “huge râmnic” (“uriaş râmnic”) that is a “pond with fish” (“iaz de 
pește”); the inhabitants confirmed the existence of ponds in the past, especially of those 
ponds resulting from floods; the fishes, especially the trout from Celei, were famous 
throughout the region. He counteracted the three hypotheses formulated by Conea as 
follows: 

- had there been a “râmnic”, a dam should have also been built there; and, therefore, 
remnants of such dam should have been left in evidence, as in the case of other ponds. 

 - the quantities of fish should have been considerable to provide an income 
significant enough to tempt the Hungarian king to request “tithes” (“dijmă”) from the fish 
caught. 

- a pond in Gorj, even a large one, could not have yielded the enormous quantities of 
fish which were mentioned, while a pool near the Danube, which - during floods - became 
connected to the river, could easily provide such quantities. 

 - the term of “piscinae” used in the Diploma of the Joannites (Diploma Ioaniţilor) 
referred to manmade works. 

Constantin C. Giurescu concluded that the Celei at issue was the one on the Danube, 
near Romanaţi, and not the one from Gorj. New research also disproved Conea’s hypothesis 
on Oltenia’s status in the 13th century and the extent of the Hungarian kingdom’s rule until 
the limit represented by the Sub-Carpathians. In 1993, Şerban Papacostea, in his work 
Românii în secolul al XIII-lea, brought new arguments to clarify the situation of the 
Romanian “knzayates” (“cnezate”) of Litovoi, Farcaş, and Ioan. These knyazates seemed to 
be under the Hungarian rule, which occupied the entire Oltenia to the Danube. 
Nevertheless, they had a special vassalage status granted by king Bella. The status of these 
knyazates is also recorded in the famous Diploma of the Joannites of 1247. 

As he was a convinced nationalist, Conea could not accept this in 1935. In addition, 
to admit that Oltenia was ruled by Hungarians in the Middle Ages and that Romanian 
knyazes paid tribute to Hungarians, considering the interwar geo-political context, would 
have been a mistake. Conea was an adept of the Dacian theory per se; most of his geo-
political studies clearly aimed at demonstrating the continuity and unity of the Romanian 
people in the Carpathian-Danubian-Pontic space.  

Subjectivism was clearly manifest in the case of Celei from Gorj, as well as in the 
professor’s tendency to locate most of unsolved historical events in the Oltenia Mountains 
and in the Haţeg Land.. However, professor Conea has great merit in that, through his 
studies of historical geography, he managed: to bring out new theories and hypotheses on 
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the location and specification of certain historical facts; to bring new evidence regarding the 
origin, continuity and existence of the Romanian people on the current Romanian territory; 
to demonstrate the humanizing and social role played by the Carpathians, which he named 
“o ţară înaltă” (a high country), and nowise “un hotar natural” (a natural boundary)33, as 
some foreign authors had tried to demonstrate; to establish the existence of the Romanian 
people’s ethnogenesis space in the Orăştiei Mountains (that kernland of which Kjellen 
speaks), taking a first step towards geopolitics. He also provided a number of arguments on 
the Ardeal issue, as well as on the role played by Transylvania in relation to the unity of the 
Romanian people. 

Thus, Transylvania represented a “starting point, a geopolitical seed meant to bear 
fruits and give shape to a state formation around itself”34 (“punct de plecare, sâmbure 
geopolitic destinat să rodească şi să contureze jur-împrejur de sine o formaţie de stat”). 
Starting from this statement, he further affirmed that in the Great Romania (România 
Mare), Transylvania acted as a central, vital piece, while in the Great Hungary (Ungaria 
Mare/Nagy-Magyarország) it acted as a geo-economical and geo-political peripheral piece. 
In this way, Transylvania was the Mittelpunkt of Romania, the area where they start, with 
varying intensity measuring the State’s health, economic, cultural, and demographic pulse, 
etc. He supported his statements by numerous geographical, historical, toponymic, and 
ethnographical arguments, combining them successfully.  

Conea’s entire scientific discourse, based on passion, activism, dynamism, and 
scientific nature, aimed at highlighting historical geography. What he wanted was to have a 
Romanian geo-history similar in design to what Vidal de la Blanche had accomplished in 
his Tableau de la geographie de la France or to what Lucien Febvre had realized in his La 
Terre et l'Evolution Humaine, as well as Hugo Hassinger in his Geographisches 
Grundlangen der Geschichte: 

 “... we are so very much behind other people! Indeed, to keep up with France in this 
regard would be almost like having ...Coressi as the author of a work entitled: 
Geographical Comments on Trajan’s Expeditions in Dacia! But we do not have such a 
work today. (What a miracle this would be!). But we do not know today the precise 
location of the capital of Decebalus, the Dacian Sarmisegetusa. The Dacian fortresses 
(respectively, their ruins) are waiting on the peaks of the Sebeş mountains to be 
investigated. No one is disturbing their millennial peace. We do not have yet a specialist 
historian who treaded all those peaks hiding the fortresses... However, they were treaded 
by...Ackner, Goss, Neigebauer, ...Davies.” (Conea, 1939). He severely criticized historians, 
urging them at the same time to find solutions in related sciences, such as geography. 

 
CONCLUSIONS 

 
Ion Conea had numerous contributions to the history and geography of the 

Carpathian Mountains, as he was deeply connected and impressed with this space. At the 
same time, his contributions were and still are debatable; historians particularly disagree 
with the explanations provided by the professor in connection with certain elliptic 

                                                
33 In his study Carpaţii, hotar natural?, Ion Conea provided a series of arguments regarding the central role 
played by these mountains in the history of the Romanian people. 
34 Conea I., Transilvania, inimă a pământului şi statului românesc, 1943. 



          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       • The importance of Ion Conea in the research of the elements of Carpathian....   118 

localizations from ancient or medieval documents. Notwithstanding this fact, his greatest 
achievements consist in the elaboration of the methodology he used. 

Although his methodological discourse, still valid, is characterized by a remarkable 
logic, coherence and clarity, the hypotheses formulated by the professor with regard to the 
geographical corrections in the history of the Romanians are not completely accepted. Two 
possible explanations could be provided in this respect: the shortage of information and 
evidence of that time, and the professor’s predisposition to the research of the Meridional 
Carpathians, with emphasis placed on the Oltenia Mountains, the Loviştea Land and the 
Haţeg Land. 

Ion Conea’s primary quality resides, however, in the fact that he avoided imposing 
his hypotheses as historiographic axioms, as other historians do. In his study, professor 
Conea preferred to impose his ideas in a convincing manner, through their persuasive 
repetition. 
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